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LETl'ER L 7*(7 Restitutus. 

THIS obftinate diftemper wluch lia^gi\^)<&l 
you» greatly alarms me $ and cho' I know 
how extremely temperate you are, yet I aoi afraid 
your difcafc Ihould get the belter of your m<»i6- 
ration. Let me intreat you then to refill it with a 
deteitoined abftemioufnefs : a remedy, be aflured, 
- of all others the moft noble, as well as the moft 
^^ falutary. There is nothing uhpradicable in what I 
recommend : it is a rule^ atleaiL which I alwayii 

A a 2 4ire& 
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direfl my family to obferve with refpeft to myfelf. 
I hope, I tell them, that fhould I be attacked with 
any diforder, I fhali defirc nothing of which I 
cither ought to be afhamed, or have reafon to re- 
pent ; howevef, if my diftempef fnould prevail 
over my rcfolution, I forbid that any thing be 
given me but by the confent of my phyficians ; 
and I aflure the people about me, that I Ihall re* 
fent their compliance with me in things impro- 
per, as much as another man woujd their refufal, 
I had once a moll violent fever -, when the fit was 
a little abated, and I had been anointed ", my 
phyfician offered me fomething to drink i I de- 
fired he woujd firft feel my pulfe, and upon his 
feeming to think the fit was not quite off, I in- 
ftantly returned the qup, tho* it was jufl at my 
lips. .Afterwards, lyhejilwas preparing to go into 
the bath, twenty days from the firft attack of nty 
illncfs, perceiving the phyficians whifpering toge- 
ther, I enquired what they were faying. They 
replied, they were of opinion I plight poffibly 
-baehcwith fafcty, however that they were not with'- 
oiit fome fufpicion of hazard. What occafion is 

there, 

^.Undioii w^s much c^emed and preT^ril^ecl by the antients. 
..Ceifiis, who florifhed,' itls fuppofed, about this time, exprefly 
recommends it in the remifton of 9k(:ute diftemp^rs : uagi femi- 
ttrque ftftmSari corfus^ ff^^'H^ '* acutis et recentihus morbU 
cportif'^ tn renifjfiom tamen^'^c. CeUI med. ed. Afaaeloveeiv 
p. 88# 
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there, faid I, of doing it at all ? And thus, with 
great complacency, 1 gave up a pieafure I was 
upon the point of enjoying, and abftained from 
the bath with the fame compofure I was going 
to enter it. I mention this, not only in order to 
enforce my advice by example •, but alfo tiiat 
this letter may be a fort of tie upon me to per- 
fevere in the fame relblute atriftinence for the fu-» 
ture. Farewel. 

LETTER IL To Justus. 

ARE you not inconfiftent with yourfelf, when 
you affure me you have no intermilSon 
from bufinefs, and yet at the fame time exprefs 
an eamcft defire to fee my works j upon which 
. even the idle will fcarce beftow. fome of their 
ufelefs hours ? I will not then break, in upon 
your affairs during this fummer feafon ; but when 
the return of winter fhall. make it reafonable to 
fuppofe, that your evenings, ^ leaft, may be dif- 
,cngaged, I will look ovfer my trifles for fome- 
thing to amufe your vacant hours. In the mean 
while, I Ihall be well latisfied^ if my letters are 
not troublefome -, as I fufped they are, and there- 
fore fhortcn them. Farewel. 
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LETTER Itl. T<?PRiESENs. 

ARE you determined then tq pais your 
whole time t>ftween * Lucania and ^ Camr 
pa{ii% ? Ypur aafwer, I fuppofe, will h^ that the 
.|om>$r is yoyr native country, and the latter that 
ef your yfii^. Thif , I admit, may juftify a long 
j^bfe^pce, but I c^iuiot allow it as a reafon for a per- 
petual one. But are you refolved in good earnei^ 
never to return to Rome, that theatre of dignities, 
preferment, and fociety of every fprt ? Are you 
obftinately bent to live your own matter, and fleep 
.find rife whw yow think proper ? Will ypiu never 
€:hang.e ypyr CQunnry drefs for the habit of the town, 
. but fperid y wr whote d^ys unemba^raffed by bull- 
nefs ? It is time however, you ihould revifit our 
icene of hurry, were it oaly that your rural plea* 
pjix^s may jiot grow languid by enjoymcitf : appear 
^t the levees of the great, that you may enjoy the 
Jame honor youi^lf with more^tisfa^tion ; and 
mix in our croud, that yot^ may have aibcmger 
vel^^ for the charms of ^litude. But am I not 
imprudently retarding the friend I would recall ? 
i^ is th^ very circumi^ce$» perhaps, that induce 

you 

• * « 

> Comprehending the B^kata, a province in the kingdom 
of Naples. 

ii Niny called Canpag^^diitoina. See B. violet. 4. not. b. 



you cvoy day marc and more to r wrap yoUrf^f 
up m retiiemei^t* ^ however I meaa to per*^ 
fimU yov tq^ if piAy to internpit, not renounct 
y^ur repofe« if I weie to invit^you to a fc«ft^ 
a» I "WQuld Uend diflies of a IharpcTx tafte« with 
ihofe of a.|n9re kifcious kind> isx oxdnt to raife the 
^dge oi^your p4du tiy the ooc, vhich had beea 
fiatocKd by the other -, fyl fiow fKlvif^ you ta 
ff^^v^ the fmooth pkafures of life> withthofe 

of a quicker retiih. F^reweL 

> 

LETTER B^. To ?onriv%. 

V 

YQ U haveread, it ibems^ my poetpsi^ and am 
defiroua tokoow, how it happened that a 
maa of my gravity (aayou are pleafed to call aie| 
tho^ VOL truth only not a trifier ) could &U into thit 
way of compofition^ To take the account then a 
good way backwards^ I muft acquaint you, that I 
had always an incUmtioA to poetry, infonftuch that 
when I wa& &iiicccM^ years of age^ I cotupc^ a 
Triagedyln Greek. If y^u lkoi»Id aflc ^[^e what fort 
of one ? I protdCk I ^i^^\ know \ all chat I senoem- 
ber of iti% that ic wifts called a Tragisdy. Some 
tunff.afteR«ards,:in myj^eturn fcon^ the artay^ be- 
ingc decatnod m the lAand of * karia by conirary 
winds,. 1 TCBted ny %lfien agamft that place in 

Aa4 foxnc 

« An UUnd ia the Ardufela|)4 now odkd Niouja. , 
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fome Latm Elegies. I have fmce made fome at*' 
tempts in the heroic kind ; but thefe are the firft 
* Hendecafyllabks I ever compofed j to which the 
following accident gave birth. The treatife of 
Afinius Gallus was read to me one day at Lau- 
rentinum, wherein he draws a comparifon between 
his father and Cicero ; and there I met with an 
epigram of Tully^s on his favorite Tiro. Upon 
retiring to take my afternoon's nap (for' it was 
fummer time) and^iot being able to fleep< I began. 
to refleft that the greateft orators have been fond 
of poetry, and valued themfelves upon it; I tried 
therefore what I could do in this- way 5 and the* I 
had long difufed myfelf to things of this nature, 
I ftruck out, in a much fhorter time than I could 
have imagined, the following lines upon' the fub* 
jeft which gave me the firft hint : ♦ 

When Callus I ready wbp pretends that bis fire . 

Had far more than ^ulfy p$eiicalfire,, 

^he wifsfi of metfj I perceived held it fit 

To temper bis wifdom with hve and mtb.mt ; > 

For Tulfyy grave Tulfy, in amorous ftrains^ .; 

Of the frauds of his paramour Tirocomplaim'» 

That faithkfs to love^ and to pleafure untruey . 

FromMsproniis'd effihrace the arch wankn with- 

drew. .• V \ 

Then 
--.* . i "Sec p; ai7, nimet. ^ . :. - 
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Tben I /aid to m hearty Whyjbouldji thou conceal 
^be'fiveeteji ofpajjionr^ the love wbkbyou feel?-^ 
Tes^ fly wanton mkfey and proclaim it arbtmd^. ;'^ 
- Tly Pliny bas^ lov*dj uthd his Tirv tbas^foumf y , 
The coy onifo artful^ who fweuly^demeSj '» -.> : 
• Mdfrom the foft flamei^ but to heighten it^fties^ . : 
From this I turned to Elegy, -wbich I. performed 
with the fame eafe^; and being thus: drawn y^ by 
the facility with whick the Mufcs yielded, to mp^ 
I proceeded to add to, die number, df.my pjr:^ 
dufiiions of this^ k&id. . At my/ return. to Roaie 
I fliewed my performances to fame of my friendsi 
trho were pleafed to iapprove of .them;:: AJSbec* 
wards whenever I had leifure,- and particularly 
when^I travelled, el made feVend: other attempt! 
in the poetical way. At length! detifermined, after 
th^ example of many others, to^ufalifha feparate 
volume of thefe poems •, and I have no reafon to 
repent of my refolution. They are iriuch enquired 
after, and are in every body^s-hanxis, as jli^ have 
even tempted the. Greeks to learn pur language, 
who (ing them*^ to their harps and lyres. But wiU 
you not imagine I; begin to rave ?reniember, how? 
ever, poets have that privilege. The truth, is, I an) 
not giving you my own judgment, butthat.of 
othprs, which, be it right or wrong, I ani much 
pleafed with -, and have only to wilh that pofte- 
rity may pafs the faipc. Farewel ' jC £ 2*- 



378 TbeLErTERS Book VII. 

. LETTER V. rtfCALPMVENlA. • 

IT is incredihk how impatiently I wifh for 
your retuni ; fuch is the fiendemefs of my af- 
fection for yob, and fo unacxuftomed am I to a 
feparation i I lie awake the grcalefr part of the 
iiight ia thinking of you, and (to ufe a very com? 
mon, but very true expreflion) my feet carry me 
of their own accord to your apartment, at diofe 
hours I ufed to vifit you ; but^ not finding ydu 
there, I retunv with as muck fosrow and dx&p^ 
pointment as an excluded lover* The only inters 
miffion my anxiety knows^ia when I am eng^^ 
^ the bar, ^ in the cashes of my friendai Judge 
how wretched muft Us fife be, !who finds no re« 
poife but in bufine£i ; no coniolation but in a 
crowds Farewe). 

A Very fmguhr and remarkable accident has 
happened in the affair of • Varenus, the 
confcqucnce of which is yet in fufpence* ThcBi* 
thynians, it is^faid, havedropM their profecutiott 
of him ; being convinced at laft, that it was ex- 
tremely ill founded. A deputy from that pro*- 

vincc 

* * 
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▼ince is arrived, who has brought with Kim a de^ 
crec of xhfiix nff^mbly -, copiea of which be has de* 
liv^red to Csei&r^ tp fev^r^l of th^ principal pcrfon$ 
inRomq, and tQ us the advocates for Varenus, 
^Magius, howcY^, whom I mentioned in my laft 
letter to yqu, perfifts in his pixrfbcution, and>. for 
that purpofe, is ince(&ntly teazing the worthy Ni* 
grinus. This excellent perfon was counfei for him 
in his former petition to the confuls, that Varc*- ^ 
mis might be compelled to produce his accounts. 
Upon this occafion, as I at^ndedVarenusmeerly 
as a friend, I determined to be filent. I thought it 
highly imprudent for me, wiio was appointed his 
counfei by the ienate, to attempt to defend him as a 
peribn accufed, when it wasMs bufineTs^to infifl; diat 
there was adually no Qhargefubfifting^%|nit hinu 
However, when Nigrinus had finiihed his fpeech, 
the confuls turning their ayes upon me, I roie up» 
and, 'wbm tb&^fi^&uld bear^ I faid, wbai the nd 
deputies from the fr evince bad ia ^hjeS Againft tbi 
motion of Nignnu^y tbey would h jmfibU tbat my 
ftlence was not witboutjuft roAfm. Upon this Ni- 
grinus aiked me to whom thei^deputies w^e fentf 
I replied, Tbat- the decree (^ lAo frcnnnce was S' 
reffed to me among others. He returned, Tbat is 
a pointy tW it may he elearto yon^ I am noi fi 

fveil 

One of the BithyniuB employed ta mani^ the trial. 
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wdlfatiffiedof. To this I anfwered, tbo* it may 
not bi fo coideni to you j who are concerned t$ 
fupport the accufatioHi i^ ^^ ^^ txtremefy dear to 

' me^ who am on the more favorable fide. Theft 
Polyaenus, the deputy from the province, acquaint- 
ed the fenate with the reafons for fuperfeding the 
profecution, but defired it might be without pre- 
judice to Caefar's determination. Magius anfwer- 

^ cd him ; Polyasnus replied ; as for my felf, I only 
now and then threw in ^ word, obferving in 
gpneril a profound filence. For I have learned, 
that upoh fome occalions there is as much rheto* 
ric in taciturnity,^ as in all the pomp of the moft 
ftudicd eloquence : and I remember, in fome cri- 
minal cafes, to have done even more fervice to my 
clients by a judicious filence, than I could have ex- 
pefted from the moft artful fpeech. To, enter into 
the fubjeft.of eloquence, is indeed very foreign to 
the intent of my letter, yet allow me to give you 
one inftance in proof of the obfervation I juft menr 
tioaed. . A certain lady having loft her fon, fufr 
pefted; that his fceedmen, whom he had appoint- 
ed, coheirs with hfctv. were guilty of forging the 
will and poifoning him. Accordingly Ihe 
(jhargcd^ them.. with the. fad before the .emperor, 
whp.4ireifted Juliaftus.S^rvianus tp try tlje caufe. 
I /^as counfel for the defendants, and the cafe be- 
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ing exceedingly remarkable, and thead vocates con- 
cerned on both fides of high reputation, it drew 
together a very numerous audience. The event 
was, the fervants being put to th^ torture, my cli- 
ents were acquitted. But tijie mother applied a 
fecond time to the emperor, pretending (he had 
difcovered fome nev/ evidence* Servianus was 
therefore direded to rehear the caufe, and fee if 
Ihe could produce any frefti proofs. Julius Afri-^ 
canus was counfel for the mother, a young msui of 
good parts, but little experience. He is grand- 
fon to the famous orator of that narhe, of whom 
it is reported that Pailienus Crifpus hearing him 
one day plead, archly faid, jCI tbis^ I own^ is 
extremely fine -, hut fray what is it to the purpofe ? 
Julius Africanus, I fay, having harangued a great 
deal, and exhaufted the portion of time allotted to 
him, intreated Servianus to allow him to add one 
,word more. Wh^n he had finifhed, and the eyes 
.of the whole aH^mbly had been fixed a confider^ 
<able time upon me, I rofe up ; / weuld have 
anjwered jlfricanus^ iaidi} if be bad added tbat 
one word be heg^dkave to do^ in wbicb I doubt not 
be would bave toid us /ometUtig we bad not beared 
before. I dp not i^emember to have gained fd much 
applaiife by any fpeech that I ever made, as I did 
here upon niaking none. Thus the Uttle that I 

faid 



382 net^rrBRs Sookvi/. 

faid for Vafehus, was received with the fame gene- 
ral approbation. The confuls, agreeably to the 
requeft of Polyaenus, refctved the whole affair for 
the determination of the emperoT) whofe refolutioil 
I impatiently wait for j as that will decide^ 
whether I may fit down in full fecurity with ^^efpeft 

■ 

to Varenus -, or muft again renew all tny caf-e and 
folicitude upon his account. Farewel. 

LETTER yiL ^0 Saturninu*. 

TH O** I had very lately made my acknow- 
ledgments to our friend Prifcus, yet, fince 
it was your delire, I ^llingly repeated them again. 
It is with great pleafure I fee fo miich harmony 
Tubfift between two fuch worthy men, whom I ten- 
derly eftcem, and that you confidcr each other's 
friendlhip as the bighdil obligation. For he pro- 
feffes alfo on hi^ part to receive much Jiappinefs 
from yours, and^ with a vef y geneii^us contention, 
endeavors td rivals yo» ifi that reciprocal affc6tion, 
which time, I aitt ' perfuaded, will ftiU atirgment. 

I regret th^t arty biifirtcfe fliduld call you off from 
your ftudics; howglref, wKeft youMhairhavecpm- 
promifed (as you fejr you afetif<3W^th& point of do- 
ing) one caufe, and thought the dcher to z hear- 
ing, ycrtrwiH-bcf^aet^leifu<«-«*ep^ 

©f 



' 
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«f the country ■, aod when you are iaxiusd with 
that, wc m^ hope for your return hither. Fare-> 
wel. 

LETTER VIU. JVPriscxts. 

TH E frequent letters which I receive from 
Satuminus upon the fubjedfc of ycair favots 
to him, afford me inexpreffible fatisfadlion. May 
you go on as you began, and continue to cherifh 
an alleftion for fo worthy a man, fromwhofe 
g-iendfhip you will receive a ftrong ami lafting 
pleafure. For as he it greatly diftinguifhed by 
every other virtue, fo particularly, by hk invarif 
able attachment to his friends. FareWeL 

LETTER IX. TtfTescus. 

YO U defire my fcntiments concerning thft 
method of ftudy you fhould purfue, in that 
retirement to which you have long fince withdrawn. 
In the firft place then, I look upon it as a vtrf 
advantageous practice (and it is what many recom* 
mend) to tranflate cither from Greek into Latin, 
ot from Latin into Greek. By this means you will 
fttrnfihyourfclfin^th noble and proper expmffions^ 

nHth vatJety of beautiful figures^ and an eafc and 

ftrength 
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ftrength of ftile. Befides, by imitating the moft 
approved authors, you will. find, your imagina* 
tion heated, and fall infenfibly into a fimilar turn 
of thought ; at the fame time that thofe things, 
which you may poffibly have overlooked inacom« 
mon way of reading, cannot efcapeyou in tranflat- 
mg: and this method will open your underftand^ 
ing, and improve your judgment. It may not be 
amifs, after you have read an author^ in order t9 
make yourfelf mailef of his fub^od and argument,^ 
from his reader to turn, as it wer^, his rival, and 
attempt fomething of your owa in {he fahie way ; 
4nd.then make an impartial comparifon betweeit 
your performance and his, ijti order to fcje in what 
points cither you or Jie have nipft happily fucceed- 
cd. It will be a matter of very pleafihg. congratu- 
lation to yourfelf, if you (hall find io fome things, 
that you have the advantage of him, as it will be 
a great mortification if he (hould rife above you in 
all. You may fometimes venture in thefe little ef- 
lays, to try your ftrength upon the.raoft Ihin- 
ing.paflagcs^of a diftinguifhed author. The at-* 
tempt, indeed, will be fomething bold, but as it 
is a contention which paffes iafecret, it cannot be 
tasked with prefuniptipn. Not but that we have feeix 
jnftances of perfonsj> who have publickly entered 
ihi^ fort of lifts with great fucccfs, -and wtule they 

did 
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.did not defpair of Qvertaking,. have glorioufly zd-^ 

vanced before thofe whom they thbught it fuffici- 

. • . .... ' . . ». 

en t honor to follow, . After you have thus finiftied 
a compofition^ you inay lay it afide, *till it is nd 
longer frefh in your memorys arid then take it up» 
in order to rcvife and corredt it. Yoii will find fe- 
veral things to retain, but ftill more to rejeft •, you 
will add a new thought here, and alter another 

there. It is a laborious and tedious tafk, I own^ 

« 

thus to re-enflame ^he mind after the firft heat is 
over, to recover an impulfe when its force has been 
checked and fpent, in a word, to interweave new 
pai-ts into the texture of a compofition, without 
difturbing or confounding the original plan \ but 
the advantage attending this method wUl over^ 

ballance the difficulty, I know the bent of youf 

• ■ • « . , • ' ' ' 

prefeht attention is direfted towards'the eloquence 

Df the bar ; but I would not for that reafon advife 
you never to quit the ftile of difpute and conten- 
tion* As land is improved by fowlrig it with va- 
rious feeds, fo is the mind by ^xercifing it with 
differerit ftudies. 1 Would recommend it to yoti 
therefore, ibmetiities to fingle out a .fine paflage of 
Jiiitory ; fometimes to exercife yourielf in tlie cpif- 
tolary ftile, tod fometimes the pdetical. J^or it 
frequently happens, that in pleading One has.occa- 
fion to make ujTe not orily of hiftorical, but even 
Vol. IL B b pbetical 
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poetical dcfcriptions -, as by the epiftolary manner 
of writing you will acquire a clofe and eafy expref- 
fion. It will be eittremely proper alfo to unbend 
your mind With poetry : when I fay fo, I do not 
mean that fpecies of it which turns upon fubjefts 
of great length, (for that is fit only for perfons of 
much leifure) but thofe little pieces of the epigram- 
matic kind, which ferVe as proper reliefs to, and 
• are conliftent with employments of every fort. 
They commonly go under the title of poetical a^ 
mufemtnts •, ^but thefe amufements have fometimes 
gained as much reputation to their authors, as 
works of a more ferious nature : and thus ^for 
while I am fcxhorting you to poetry, why Ihould 
I not be poetic^ myfelf ?) 

» 

As yielding wax the Artift* s Jkill commands ^ 
Suhmijfrve Jhap* d beneath his forming hands ; 
Now dreadful Jiands in arms a Mars cmfeft*. 
Or now with Venus^ fofter air impreji \ 
A wanton Cupid now the mold belies ; 
Now Jhines^ feverely chdfte^ a Pallas wife: 
As not alone to quench the raging flame i 
The facred foiifttmH pours her friendly flream % 

^ui fweetly gliding thro^ the flow'ty green. 

Spreads glad tefrefhment o^er thefmling f eerie t 

Soy form* d^ by fcience, fhould the duSile mind 

Heceivey dijlinil^ each various art refined. . 

Ill 
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la this manner the greateft men^ as well 33 the 
greateft orators, ufed either to exercife or amufe 
themfelves, or r^her indeed did both* It is fur- 
prifing how much the mind is entertained and en* 
livened by thcfe little poetical compofitions, as they 
turn upon fubjeds of gallantry, fatire, tendernefs, 
politenefs, and every thing, in fhort, that concern^ 
life and the affairs of the world. Befides, the fame 
advantage attends thefe, as every other fort of po- 
ems, that we turn from them to profe with fo 
much the more pleafure, after having experienced 
the difficulty of bein^ conftrained and fettered by 
numbers. And now, perhaps, I have troubled you 
upon this fubjeft longer than you defired 5 how- 
ever, there is one thing which I have omitted : I 
have not told you what kind of authors you ihould, 
read -, though indeed that was fufficiently implied 
when I mentioned, what fubjed:s I would recom* 
mend for your compofitions. You will remember, 
that the moft approved writers of each fort are to 
be carefully chofen ; for, as it has been well ob^ 
ferved, ** though we Ihouldread much, we (hould 
•* not read many* books." Who thofe authors 

are, 



* Thus the noble and polite moralift, fpeaking of At infla* 
cnce which our reading has upon oar tafte and nunmersy thinkf 
it improper ** to call a man ix dl-read^ who reads many authors ; 

B b :^ #« £nce 
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arc, IS fo clearly fettled, and fo generally known, 
that I need not point them out to you -, befides, I 
have already extended this letter to fuch an immo- 
derate length, that I have interrupted, I fear, too 
long thofe ftudies I have been recommending. I 
will here refign you therefore to your papers, which 
you will now refume •, and either purfue the ftudies 
you were before engaged in, or enter upon fome of 
thofe which I have advifed. Farewel. 

V fince he muft of neceflity have more ill models than good ; 
** and be more fluffed with bombaft, ill fancy» and wry 
** thought, than filled with folid fenfe and juil imagination/^ 
[Charaft. v. i. 142.] When the Goths over -ran Greece, 
the libraries efcaped their deftrufiion, bv a notion which fome 
of their leaders induibrioufly propagated among them, that it 
would be more for their intsreft to leave thofe fpoils untouch- 
ed to their enemies i as being. proper to enervate their ^linds^ 
smd amufe them with vain and idle fpeculations. Truth per- 
haps has been lefs a gainer by thb multiplicity of books, 
than error; and it may be a queiUon, whether the excellent 
models which have been delivered down to us from antiquity, 
together with thofe few which modem times have produced, 
by any means ballance the immoderate weight which mufl be 
thrown into the oppofitc fcale of writers. The truth is, tho' 
we may be learned by other men's reflections, wife we can^ 
only be by our own : and the maxim here recommended bv 
Pliny, would well deferve the attention of the fludious, though 
no other inconvenience attended the reading of many book^ 
than that which Sir Williai^a Temple, apprehends from it; the 
leffening the force and gru^j^th of a man's own genius. For it 
may be juftly doubted, with that ingenious author, " whether 
" the weight and number of fo many other men's thoughts 
•* and notions, may not fupprcfs his own, or hinder the motion 
or agitation of them, from which all invention arifes ; as 
heaping on wood, or too many fticks, or too dofe together, 
fuppreflcs, and fometimes quite extinguiflies a little fpark, 
'* that would otherwife have grown up to a noble flame," [Ef- 
fay on learning, V. I. 158.] 

LET- 



it 
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lETTER X. To Macrinus. 

AS I always love to know the end of a ftory 
when I have hear'd the beginning 5 fo, I 
imagine, you will be glad to be informed of the 
event pf the caufc between the Bithynians and Va- 
renus. It was pleaded before the emperor by Poly- 
senus on one fide, and Magius on the other. When 
Casfar had hear'd both, Neither partyy laid he» 
Jhall have reajon to complain of the delay ; but I will 
take care to inform myfelf of the real fentiments of 
the province. In the mean while, Varcnus has 
gained a very confiderablc point j for can any thing 
make the juftnefs of his accufation appear more 
doubtful, than that it is a queftion whether he is 
accufed at all ? We have oi)ly to wifh, that the 
province may not'again approve of what, it is faid, 
ihe has condemned, and repent of her repentance, 
Farewel. 



Bb3 
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LETTER TCI. To Fabatus.* 

YOU are furprized, I find, that my Iharcof 
five twelfths of the eftate which lately fell to 
me, and which I had direfted to be , fold to the 
beft bidder, fhould have been difpofed of by my 
frted-man Hermes to Corellia (without putting it 
up to auftion) at the ra^te of feven hundred thou- 
fand ^ feftef ces for the whole. And as you think 
it might have produced nine hundred thoufand *, 
you are fo much the more defirous to know, 
whether I am inclined to ratify what he ha§ done. I 
am \ and for fuch reafofis, I hope^ as not only you 
will approve, but will alfo excufe me to my 
fellow coheirs for having, upon a motive of ftronger 
influence, feparated my intercfl: from theirs. I have 
the higheft efteem for Corellia, both as the fifterof 
Rufus, whofc memory will be ever facred to me, 
and as fhe w^ an intimate friend of my mother's. 
Befides, that excellent manMinutiusTufcus her hufr 
band, has every claim to my afFeftion that a long 
friendihip can give him ; as there was likewife fo 
ftrift aq intimacy between her fon and me, that I 

fi3jc4 

^ His wife's grandfather. 

^ About 5600 L of our money. * 

' About 7200 1. of our money. 
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fixed upon him to prefide at the games which I 
exhibited when I was eledted Praetor. This lady, 
when J was lail in the country, exprefTed a ftrong 
inclination to purchafe fomed^iing upon «ur. lake of 
Comum s I therefore made her an offer, at her own 
price, of any part of my eftate there, except what 
came to me from my father and mother ; for that.^ 
I could not confent to part with, evcn^to Coreliuu. 
When the inheritance inqueflion fell tome, I wrote 
to acq[uaint her it wa$ to be fold. This, letter I fent . 
by Hermes, who upon her requefting him that he 
would immediately let her have my proportion of 
it^ confented to do fo. Am I not then obliged, 
to confirm what he has thus done in purfuance oi 
my inclinations ? I have only to intreatmy fellow- 
^heirs , that they wpuld not take it ill at my hands, 
(hat I have made a feparate fale of what I hadcer* 
tainly a right to difpofe Qf. They are tmd^ no ne« 
peffity of being governed by my e¥$unple, fincc 
they have not the fame connediona with. CordUa, 
that I Iwive. They are at full liberty therefore ta 
be guided by inter^, which in my own cafe I 
rfiofe to iacrififc to frien^ihip^ FareweK 



Bb^ LET- 
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LETTER XII. roMmuTius. 

I Have been fo much the longer in fending you 
the petition which I have drawn up fortheufc 
of your, or rather I fhould fey our friend, (foi? 
what is tlKte that we do not poflcfi in common ?) 
that you'might have no time to corredl, that is^ to 
fpoil it. After all, whether you will or will not find 
time for thatpurpofe, Ikndw not-, but of this I 
am fure, you will moft certainly fpoil it, if according 
to the cuftom of you people of a vitiated tafte, you 
Ihould throw out its moft fhining parts, I fliall 
forgive you, however, if you fliould, and ih^ll 
upon fome future occafion, very fuceefefuUy make 
ufe of what your falfe delicacy rejcfts 5 as I doubt- 
not tp receive your applaufe for thofe diflfercntex- 
preflions wWch I have interlin€4. I fufpefled you 
would call every thing unnatural and' beWibaft, 
which is elevated and founding ; I thought proper 
therefbfe for your eafe, to vary the phraie, and take 
it fomething lower, or rather indeed, to debafe it ; 
tho* you, I know (for why IhouW I not rally your 
fickly tafte?) will efteem it an improvement. Thus 
far (in order to make you fmile in the midft of 
your ferious occupations) I have beenjocofe; but 
without doubt, I am wond'rous ferious in what I am 

goin§ 
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going to add : I expcft to be reimburfed thechargc* 
I have been at in fending a mdTengd: expref$ with 
this. Noware you not difpofed to condemn this 
petition, not only in part, but in- the whole, and 
infift upon it, that you ought not to pay for a 
thing which is abfol\itely pf no value ? Farewel. 

LETTER Xni ToFzKox. 

r 

I Learn from your letter, that you do, and do 
not ftudy. This will appear a little enigma- 
tical 'till I explain it : you exprefsly fay indeed, 
fl^t you have bidadieu to cpntemplation 1 bat 
fuch an air of elegance runs thro* your wholc^ 
lettf r^ that it is impoflible it (hould have bceft 
^qn>gofed without much thojight : unl^s you are 
privilege4 beyond the reft of mankind, and caa 
write with fo much politenefs, tlius carelelsly and 
^t your eafe, Farewel. 

' • ■ * 

c 

You are extremely generous to defire and 
infift, that I take for my fhare of the eftate 
you purchafed of me, not after the rate of feven 
hundred thoufand fefterces * for the whole, as my 

freed- 

i See letter the nth of this book. 
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fipBcdrman fold it to you ; but in the proportion of 
Qjnehundrodthoufaad, agreeable to wliat you gave 
to the fanners of the ^ twentieths for their part. 
But I muft defire and infift in my tum» that you 
would confider not only what is fuitable to your, 
charafter, but what is worthy of mine ; and that 
you would fufFer me to oppofe your inclination 
in this fingle inftance> with the &me warmth that 
I obey it in all others. Farewel. 

LETTER XT. To SAxunNmus. 

YOU afk me bow I fpeni my time? 
You know how much of it is difpofe^ 

in the bufinefe 6f my poft ; what remains I devote 
to the fervice of my friends, and fometimes to my 
books ; ah employment which, tho* I will not 
venture to affirm it would be better, I am liire 
it would be happier, if I could fay not only 
fometimes^ but altogether engages me. I fhould 
be concerned to hciff, that yours are of the fort 
which arc Icaft agreeable to you, if I did not know 

, .. r you 

^ Augufhis impofed a ta^ of the 2eith parjt of all legacies 
•and inheritances, which he appropriated to' the iupport of ^ 
army. This was deemed a heavy ifsiipofition.^a^ accordingly 
it was eafed in feveral points by fucceeding emperors, particii* 
- farly by Trajan, as appears from our author's noble Panegyric 
upon him [Seft 37, &c.] but it was not wholly abojiflied 'till 
thetimeof AntoniausFius. ;. . . * 
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you are bufied in the nobleft t)ffices ^ as nocliflg' " 
can be more worthy of applaufe, than to b^ aftivd 
in the intcreft of one's country, and one's friends.- 
I was well perfuaded the company of out^ 
friend Prifcus would be eictrcmely agreeable to you, 
as I know the fimplicity> innocence and politenefs 
of his manners : but I had yet to learn (what I had 
the pleafure to be inforn\ed of by your letter) that 
he fo obligingly remembers the fervices I hare 
done him. Farewel. 

LETTER Xn. ^tfpABATus. 

CAleftriusi Tiro, to whom I am united by every 
public and private connexion, is in the num- 
ber of my moft intimate friends. We ferved toge- 
ther in the army, as we were both of us * Quasftors 
aft theiame time to Caviar. He gotthe ftart 9f me 
Indeed, in the Tribunate, by the privilege which 
the law gives to thoie who hxvt ^ children^ 

but 

. 9 An office rdembline that of oar iecretaty ct ftate. . , 

^ A law at firft propoled by Auguihi$» but wbich afterwaids 
with ieveral akeratibiis pafled in the confoUhip of Papius and 
l^oppeas, A. U. 762 ; in which amongft other things it was en- 
aded, ** That all magiftrates fhould uke precedence according 
^* to their rnunber of children ; that in eledions thofe candi- 
dates ihpuld be prefeired who had the moft hnmerous oiF- 
fpring ; and that any perfon might ftand fooner than ordi- 
naiy for an office, if he had as many children as he wanted 
^' yean to be capable of bearing fuch a dignity. Vid. Lipfii 
^' £xciuf. ad Tacit. An. i. 3. 

tow . I ■ . • ^ 
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ifcbut4 overtook him in the Prsetorfhip bj^tbe indul* 
gcnceof the emperor, who difpenfed with my want- 
ing a year of the legal age for that office. I fic- 
quently retire with hjm to his country villas, as he 
often takes the benefit pf the air at mine. He is 

» ' ■ 

now appointed proconful of Boetica,and he propofes 
to pafs thro' "" Ticinum, in his way to that pro- 
vince. I hope, and indeed am well aflured, I can 
eafily prevail with him to turn out of his road to 
your houfe, if ypu Ihould have an inclination to 
make any of thofe (laves free before a magiftrate, 
to whom you have already given their liberty * in 
the prefence of your friends. You need be under 
no apprehenfion that he wiH look upon this as a 
trouble,^ who, I am^ire; would Willingly travel 
iround the World for my fake. 1 beg therefore you 
would lay afide all fcmple, and only confider what 
Will be moftr agreeable to yourfelf ; for be affured, 
he will take as' much pleaTure * in executing my 
commands, as I do in obeying yours-. Firewd- - 

■ Pavia in the duchy of Milan. 

* This laft method only difchargcd them from .fenri- 
tude, but did not entitle them to the privileges of complete 
freedom. 
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LETTER XyiL ro Celer. 

EVcry author has his particular reafons for re- 
citing his works j mine, I have often faid, is 
in order if any thing ihould efcape me^ (as no 
doubt it may) to be better informed. I cannot 
therefore but be furpriz'd to hear, (what your let- 
ter affures me,) that there arc fomc who blame mc 
for reciting my fpeeches : unlefs, perhaps, they are 
of opinion, that this is the fingle fpecies of compo- 
fition that ought to be privileged from any correc- 
tion. If fo, I would willingly afk them why they 
allow (if indeed they do allow) that Hiftory may 
be recited, fince it is a work which ought to be 
devoted to truth, not oftentation ? or why Trage- 
dy, when it is adapted to adion and the ftage^ not 
to a private audience ? or Lyric Poety,.a8 it is not 
a reader that it requires, but a chorus of voices and 
inftruments ? But, poflibly, they will reply, that in 
the inftances mentioned, cuftom has made it ufual : 
I fhould be glad to know then, if they think the 
perfon who firft introduced this cuftom is to be 
condemned ? Befides, the rehearfal of orations is no 
unprecedented thing either with us or the Grecians. 
Still, perhaps, they will infift, that it can anfwer 
no purpofe to recite a fpeech which has aftually 
been fpoken. There would be fome truth in this 

objeftion. 
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objcftion, if one were immediately to repeat the 
very fame performance, and to the very fame au- 
<Jicnce ; but if you make feveral additions and 
alterations; if your audience iscompofed partly 

of the fame, and partly of different perfons, and 
the recital is at fome diftancc of time, why is it 
k& allowable to rehearfe your fpeech than to pub- 
hSx it ? As to the difficulty they may fuppofe 
there Vould be, in giving fatisfaftion to an audi- 
dience by the mere recital of a fpeech, fbat is a 
reaibn which concerns the particular ikiU and 
pdns of the perfon who rehearfei, but by no 
means holds ugainft recitiDg in general The truth 
is, it is not whilft I am reading, but when I am 
Midi that I aim at approbation ^ and for th^t 
rcafon I omit no fort of method that can render 
jny performances more corred. In the firft place, 
I frequently revife my compofitiohs in private^ 
afterwards I read them to two or three friends, 

, $Ad then give them to others to make their re* 
Warks. If after this I have any doubt concerning 
the juftnefs of their obfcrvations, I carefully weigh 

w them again with a friend or two ; and, laft of all, ' 

. I recite them to a more numerous aiTembly* 
This is the time, believe me, • when I find myfelf 

• bcftable to exercifeall thefeverity of the moftrigid 
criticifin ; for my attention rifes m proportion to 

^ my 
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iiiy fdiicitude ; as nothing fb rniich awakens the 
judgment as diat reverence, .and modeft timi- 
dity, which one feds upofc thofc occafions. For 
do but reftcft and tell me, whether you would 
not be infiiiitcly lefs afEsfted if you were to 
fpeak before a fingle perfon only, tho* ever fo 
learned, than before a numerous affembly, even 
tho* it were compofed of none but illiterate people ? 
When you rife up to plead, are you not at that 
junfture, above all others, moft diffident of your- 
felf ? and do you notwiih, I will not fay fome par- 
ticular parts only, but that the whole frame of your 
intended fpeech was altered ? efpecially if the Circle 
is large in which you are to fpeak ; for at fuch a 
feafon there is fomething even in the moft vulgar 
audience that ftrikes one with awe« And if you 
fufpeft you are not well received at the firft open- 
ing of your fpeech, do you not find all the energy 
of your powers weakened, and the whole ftrength 
of your refolution fink under you ? The reafon I 
imaghie to be, that there is I know not what dig-^ 
nity in the collective fentiments of a multitude, and 
tho* feparately their judgment is, periiaps^ of little 
^^ight, yet when united it becomes confideraUe^ 
Agreeably to this notion^ Pomponius Secundus^ the 
famous tragic poet, whenever his firiend and he dif-* 
« &red about the retaining or rejefttng any thing in 

his 
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his writings, ufed to fay, 1 appeal * to the people ; 
. .and accordingly by their filence or applaufe, adopt- 
ed eitl^r his own or hii friend's fentiments : fuch 
was the regard he paid to the populace ! ^ Whe- 
ther with juftice or not, it does not concern me to 
. determine, as I never recite my works publicly, 
but only before a feleft number of friends, whofe 
ptefence I refpeft, and whofe judgment I value j 

in 

* There is a kind of witticifm in this expreffion, which 
will be loft to. the mere Engliih reader, unlefs he be informed, 
that the Romans had a privilege confirmed to them by feverai 
laws which pafled in the earber ages of the republic, of ap- 
pealing from the deciiioiis of the magiftrates, to the general 
aifembly of the people : and they did fo in the form of words 
which Pomponius here applies to a different purpofe. 

^ However unfafe In general, an appeal to the vulgar no- 
tions may be, there afeyet fome cafes in which their fentimemt 
have ever been received by the judicious, as decifive. The 
merit of performances in the perfuaflve, or limitative arts, fo 
fa^x as the mere raifing or reprefenting the paiHons are con- 
cerned, will beft be tried by the efFedl they produce in plain aftd 
unbiafied minds ; for (as TuUy obferves) <* that artift who has 
** nature for his objeft, muft certainly fall fhort of the truth of 
** his art, where nature is not moved*.'* The cuftom which 

, prevailed among the Romans of reciting their works of genius 
in the porticos, and places of public refort, took its rife,- 
probably, from the fame notion of a general and innate tafie 
being implanted in all mankind of what is juft and natural 
in the moving arts. It was upon this principle Ixkewife^ that 
the great matters in painting and ftatuary in ancient Greece, 
exhibited their performances to public view, and corre£led 
them by the popular feelings. Ther^is a remarkable llory 
lold of AnntDal Carrache, which ihews he received the fame 
(landard of merit* He took notice that a famous pidure of 
pQmimdiin*s» reprefenting the flagellation of St. Andrew, xmde 
. a very drong imprefTion upon an old woman, Who at the fame 

' time 

^Deorat. I, s« 
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in a word) whofe opinions I obferve as if they were 
fo mahy individuals I had feparately confulted, at 
the fanAe'time that I ftand in as much fear of them 
as I (hould of the moft numerous aiiemblf. What 
Cicero fays of compofing, will, in my opinion, 
hold true of that awe we have of the public : " It 
** is the moft rigid critic imaginable/* The very 
thoughts of reciting, the notion of entering an af- 
fembly , and the reverential concern when oiic is 
there j each of thefe circumftances tend to improve 
and perfeft an author*s performance. Upon the 
•whole therefore, I cannot repent of acuftomwhich 
1 have experienced to be lb exceedingly beneficial j 
and am fo far from being difcouraged by the 
trifling objeftions of thefe cenfUrefs, that I beg you 
Would point out to me if there is yet any other me- 
thod of correction, that I may add to this j for no- 
thing can fufficieritly fatisfy my care to t-endcr my 
compofitions finifhed. I refleft what an arduous 
undertaking it is to refign any work into the hands 
Vol. IL C c of 

time feem'd little affeAed with another pi£lure of a nuut3ndoni 
done by Guido, which was placed near it. A debate after- 
wards happening about the merit of thefe two performances, 
Carrache decided the difpute by only telling this fa^. Thus^ 
as the poet obferves, 

■ ■■ " TheffopJe^J voice is odd^ 

It isy and it is not, tb€ voice of God. 

P0F». 
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of the public ; and I cannot but be perfuadecji^ that 
frequent revifals, and many confultations muft go 
to the iiniihing^ of a performance^ which one de- 
fires the world fhould univerfally, and for ever 
admire. 



. LETTER XFIII. To Caninius. 

YOU a(k my advice in what manner you fhall 
j&ttle the fum of money, which you have 
prcfented to pur country- men for an annual fefti-* 
val, fo as to fecure the juft application of it after 
your d^ath. Your queftion proceeds from a truly 
generous principle, but th^ anfwer to it is not very 
eafy.. Shquld you pay down the money to the 
community j there is great danger that it will be 
fquandered away. Should you fettle lands for that 
purpofe ; they will probably be neglefted^ as thofe 
of the public ufually are. Upon the whole then, 
I can think, of no method more eligible than what 
I purfued myfelf in a parallel inftance. Intend- 
ing to give * five hundred thoufand fefterces for 
the maintenfance of children who were born of good 
&milies^ I made a fiditious fale to the public 
ageht of an eftate in land which was worth con- 
tiderably more, who . reconveyed it back to me^ 

charged 

• About 4000 1. of our money. 
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cfaaiged with a yearly rent of ** 30,000 feilerces. 
By this means the principal vras fecured to the 
communitys at the fame time that the intereft was 
certain^ and the eftate itfclf (as it was of much 
greater value than the tent charged upon it) was 
always fure of finding a tediant. I am well appri* 
fedi indeed, that by this method I have aftually 
^ given more than I appear to have done, as the va- 
lue of the whole eftate will be a good deal leflened 
by the encumberance with which it is charged^ But 
the intereft of the public ought always to take place 
of every private confideration, as what is eternal 
is to be preferred to what is mortal i and a 
man of true generofity will ftudy how to render his 
benefaction moft advantageous, rather than how he 
may bcftow it with leaft expence. - I^arewel. 

LETtER XIX. r^PRiscus. 

I Am deeply affiifted at the ill ftate of health of 
my friend Fannia, which fhecontrai9:ed during 
her attendance on Junia, one of the Veftal virgins^ 

C c 2 She 

\ About Z40 1. of our money. It (hould feem by this, 
paflage, that the rate of intereft of money upon mortgage 
among the Romans in Pliny^s time, or rather at the time 
when he wrote this letter (for no doubt it varied with pub- 
lic circumftances) was at 6 per Cent, as in the common way 
of loan, upon perfonal fecurity, it appears from the fixty fe- 
cond letter of the tenth book^ to have been fo high as 12 
•/«r Cent, / 
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She engaged in this good office at firft voluntarily, 
Junia being her relation ; as (he was afterwards 
appointed to it by an order from the college of 
Priefts : for thefe virgins, when any indifpofition 
makes it neceffary to remove them from the temple 
of Vefta, are always delivered to the care and cuf- 
tody of fome venerable matron. It was her af- 
fiduity in the execution of this charge, that occa- 
sioned her prefent diforder, which is a continual fe- 
ver, attended with a cough that encreafes daily. 
^She is extremely emaciated, and feems in a total 
decay of every thing but fpirits ; thofe indeed ihe 
preferves in their full vigor, and in a mannerwor- 
thy the wife of Helvidius, and the daughter of 
'Thrafea. In all the reft Ihe is fo greatly impaired, 
that I am more than apprehenfive upon her account ; 
I am deeply afflifted. I grieve, my friend, thatfo 
excellent a woman is going to be removed from the 
eyes of the world, which will never, perhaps, again 
behold her equal. How confummate is her virtue, 
her piety, her wifdom, her courage ! She twice 
followed her hufband into exile, and once was 
banilhed herfelf upon his account. For Senecio, 
when he was tried for writing the life of Helvidius^ 
having faid in his defence that he ccmpofed that 
work at- the requeft of Fannia, Metius Carus, 
with a ftern and threatening air, alked her whe- 
ther 



N 
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ther it was true ? She: acknowledged it was : and: 
when he farther queftioned her, whetlier Ihe fup- 
plied him likewife with materials for that pwrpofe, 
and whether her mother was privy to thijs tranf- 
aftion ? Ihe boldly confeffed the former, but ab- 
folutely denied the latter. In Ihort, throughout 
her whole examination not a wof d cfcaped her* 
that betrayed the leaft emotion of fear. On the; 
contrary, ihe had the courage to prefervc a copy 
of thofe very books which the fenate, over-awed: 
by the tyranny of the times, had ordered to 
be fuppreflcd, md at the fame time the effibfts 
of the. author to be confifcated; and took with- 
her as the companions of her exile, what 
had been the caufe of it. How pleafing is her 
converfation, how polite her addrefs, and (which 
feldom unites in the fame charafter) how vcne-, 
rable is Ihe as well as amiable ! She will here- 
after, I ana well perfuaded, be pointed out as a 
model to all wive3 •, and perhaps be eftecmed wor- 
thy to be fet forth as an example of fortitude even 
to^our fex 5 fince, while yet we have the plca- 
furc of feeing and converfing with her, we con- 
template her with the fame admiration^ as thofe 
heroines who are celebrated in antient ftory, Fbr 
my felf I confefs, I cannot but tremble for this il- 

kftribus houfc, which feems. fhaken to its ver*y 

C c 3 founda- 
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foundations, and ready to falLinto ruins with her r 
for tho* fhe will leave defcendants behind her, yet 
what a height of virtue muft they attain, what glo-^ 
rious aftionsT muft they perform, ere the world 
will be perfuadcd that this excellent woman was 
not the laft of her family ! It is an aggravating 
circumftancc of affliftion to me, that by her death 
I feem to lofe a fccond time her mother ; that 
worthy mother (and what can I fay higher in her 
praife) of fo amiable a perfon ! who, as Ihe was 
reftored 1:0 me in her daughter, fo fhe will now 
^ain be taken from me, and the lofs of Fannia 
will thiis pierce my heart at once with a frefli ftab, 
and at the fame time tear open a former wound. 
I loved and honored them both fo highly, that I 
knew not which had thegreateft ftiare of my cfteem 
and affc&ion; a point they defired might ever remain 
undetermined. In their profperity and their adver- 
fity I did them every good office in my power, 
and was their comforter iti exile, as well as their 
avenger at their retunv But I have not yet paid 
them what I owe, and am fo much the more foli- 
ritous for the recovery of this ladyi that I may have 
time to acqqit what is due. from me to her. Such 
is the anxiety under which I write this letter ! Bu? 
if fomc, friendly power fliould happily give me oc- 
cafipn ?0 exchange it for fentiment;s irf joyj^I fhall 

no« 
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not complain of the alarms I now fufFer. Fare- 
wel. 

LETTER XX. To Tacitus. 

I Have peruTed your book with all the attention 
I am mailer of, and have marked the paffages 
I think fhould be altered, and thofe which I am of 
opinion ought entirely to be thrown out. It is as 
habitual to me to fpeak truth, as it is agreeable to 
you to hear it •, and indeed none are more patient 
of ccnfure, than thofe who have the beft claim to 
appla\lfe. Inowexpeftinretiirn, your obfcrvations 
upon the treatife of mine which I fent you. How 
agreeable, how noble is fuch a commerce! and how 
am I pleafed with the thought, that pofterity, if it 
Ihall at all concern itfelf with us, will not ceafe 
to mention with what harmony, - what freedom, 
what fidelity we lived together ! It will be an in- 
ftance as remarkable, as it is uncommon,that two 
perfons nearly of the fame age and rank, and of 
fome charafter in the republic of letters (for fiace 
I join myfelf with you, I am obliged to fpeak of 
your merit with referve) Ihpuld thus mutually aflift 
and promote each other's ftudies. When I was a 
very young man, and you in the prime of your 
glory and reputation, I endeavored to follow your 

C c 4 fteps. 
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fteps, and was defirous to be confidercd as next ia 
characler to you, 

^ But next with mhny a length between! 

And tho* there were, at that time, many celebrat- 
ed geniufes in Rome, yet you, of all others, ap- 
peared to me, not only moft worthy to be my 
model, but from a fimilitude of our difpofitions, 
moft eafy to my imitation. It is particularlyagrecable 
to mfe therefore to find, that in all cpinpitnies where 
learning is the topic of converfation, we are ^ways 
mentioned together, and that my name immediate- 
ly follows yours. It is true, there are fome who prefer 
you to me, as others, on the contrary, give me the 
advantage; but I am little foUicitous in what order 
we are placed, fo that we ftand united -, for in my 
eftimation, whoever is next to you muft be before 
every body clfe. You even fee in ^ wills (unlcfs in 

the 

a Virg. Mn. Pit^s Tranfl. 

^ <• It wa$ the peculiar cufiqm of Rome, for the clients and 
'* dependents of families, to bequeath at their death to their 
*' patrQnsfome cpnfiderable pare of their eftates, as the moft 
** e^edaal ^fti^nony of their refpedl and gratitude ; sjid^ the 
" more a man received in this way, the more it redounded to 
•* his credit. Thus Cicero mentions it to the honor of Lu- 
•• callus, that, while he governed Afia as prpconful, many 
" great eftates were left td him by will. And Nepos tells us, in 
" praife of Atticos, that he lucceeded to many inheritances of 
** the fame kind, bequeathed to him on nQ other account, 
^f than of his friendly and aix^is^blc temper. Cicero, when he 

** wai 



Book VII. £/• P L I N Y. 409 

thd cafe of particular friendlhip to either of us) we 
are always equally confidered, and that the legav 
cies bequeathed to us are generally the fame, both 
in number and value. Since therefore we are thus 
clofely linked together by a fimilitude of Hudies^ 
manners, reputat;ion and even by thofelaflinftances 
of human judgment, fhould it pot mutually tend 
to enHame us with the moft ardent affe^ion ? 
FareweL 

f 

LE'TTER XXI. r<? Cor nut us. 

I Obey, my dear CoUegue, your obliging com- 
mands to favor the weaknefs of my eyes, and 
accordingly I came lather in a CQvered litter, in 
which I was as much iheltered as if I had been in 
my chamber. I forbear too (with difficulty indeed, 
however I do forbear) as well writing as reading, and 
ftudy only with my ears. By drawing the curtains 
of my cha:mber, I make it gloomy, but not dark, 
and when I walk inmycoveted<-portico,Iihut^the 
lower range of windows, and by that means enjoy 
as much ihade as light. Thu$ I endeavor to ac^ 

euftoni m^ felf to the light by degrees. T|ie bath 

being 



«f 



was falfely reproached by Antony, with being negleded on 
^ thefe occafions, declared in hit reply, that he had gained 
" from this fingle article, ^out two hundred thoufand pounds.** 
" clon'i Life of Tolly, v. 2. 514. 
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being of fcrvice in this cafe, I allow myfclf the 
ufc of it,, as I do of wine, becaufe it is not judged 
prejudicial; but I take with great moderation. 
I do fo, you know, at all times, but particularly 
now that I have * one who narrowly obferves me. 
— I received the pullet, with great pleafure as 
coming from you, and weak as my eyes ftill are, 
they are ftrong enough however, to difcern it is 
extremely fat. Farewel. 

LETTER XXII To Falco. 

YO U will not wonder I fo ftrongly preffcd 
you to confer the Tribunate upon my 
friend, when you Ihall be informed who and what 
he is ; and as you have complied with my requeft, 
I may now acquaint you with his name and charac- 
ter. It is Cornelius Minutianus, who both in rank 
and virtue is the ornament of that province to which 
I owe my birth. His family and fortune are no- 
ble, and yet he purfucshisftudiea with as muchap^ 
plication, as if the ncccffity of his cicumftances re- 
quired it. He is a moil upright judge, a moft ftre- 
nuous advocate, a moft faithful friend. You will 
Took upon the obligation as done to yourfelf, when 
you ihail have an opportunity of taking a ncaref 

view 

* Meaning his wife, pcrhgips, or his phyfician. 
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view of this excellent pcrfon, who (not to fpeak in 
too lofty terms of fo modeft a man) is equal to all 
the honors and titles that can be conferred upon 
him. Farewel. 

LErrEJi XXIII. ToFabatvs.^ 

I Greatly rejoice that your ftrength will permit 
you to take fo long a journey as to ** Medio- 
lanum, in order to meet Tiro : but that you may 
continue to enjoy that happinefs^ let mebegof yoU 
to fpare yourfelf a fatigue fo improper for a man of 
your years. I muft infift then^ that you wait for 
him at Comum, and that you do not ftir out of 
your own houfe» nor even out of your chamber 
to receive him. As I love him with the affedioa 
of ai brother^ it would be unreafonable he Ihould 
exped from the perfon whom I honor as my 
parent, a point of ceremony which he would not 
require of his own. FarwcL 

a His wife^s grand-father. 
> Mjlan. 



lET, 
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LETTER XXW. ?V Geminius. 

NUniidia Quadratilla is lately dead, having 
lived almoft to her eightieth year. She 
enjoyed 'till her laft ficknefs, an uninterrupted 
ftate of health, with a ftrerigch and firmnefs of 
body unufual to perfons of her fex. She has 
left a very prudent will, having difpofed of two 
thirds of her eftate to her grand-fon, and the 
reft to her grand-daughter. The young Ikdy I 
know little of, but the grand-fon is one of the moft 
favorite and intimate friends I have. He is a perfon 
of fingular worth, whofe merit entitles him to the 
afFedion of a relation, even where his blood does 
not. Tho* he is extremely beautiful, he efcap- 
ed every malitious imputation ^ both whilft a boy 
and when a youth' : he was a hufband at four and 
twenty, and would have been a father if providence 
had not difappointed his hopes. He lived in the 
family with his grai)d-mother, who was exceeding- 
ly devoted to the pleafures of the towii, with great 
feverity of conduft, yet at the fame time with the 

utmoft compliance. She retained a lett pf * Pan- 

. tomimes, 

» Thefe Pantomimes were, as the'j- name imports, univcrfal 
mimicsfj whofe humor confiHed in imitating the peculiar man- 
ner 
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tomimes, and was an encaurager of chefe fort of 
people to a degree inconfiftent with a perfon of her 
fex and rank. But Quadratus never appeared at 
thefe entertainments, not only when Ihe exhibited 
them in the theatre, but even in her own houfe ; 
nor indeed did Ihe cxpcft he fhould. I once heard 
her fay, when fhe wai recommending the ftudies of 
her grand-fon to my infpedion, that it was her 
cuftom, in order to pafs away fome of thofe un- 
employed hours with which female life abounds, 
to amufe hcrfelf with playing at ^ chefs, or feeing 

the 

ner and gdture of particular perlbm. They were a^ fiHt in* 
troduced upon the ftage, as Scaliger fuppofes, « to fucceed the 
choros in Comedies^ and divert the ainUence with apifh pof- 
tures and antic dances. Inaftertimes thofe interludes became 
diftindi entertainments, and were exhibited apart from other 
]days. But the ufe of th^e Pantomimes was not confined tothe 
ifaige only, for Suetonius informs us, they were introduced in 
funeral (olemnides, in order to reprefent the manner of the de- 
ceafed. 

b This game among the Romans feems to have been nrach 
of the fame nature with modem chefs. Their men^ which they 
called Calculi or Latrunculi^ were made fometimes of wax, and 
fometimesof glafs, and were diftinguiihed by black and white 
colors. The invention of it has been carri^i by fome fo high 
as the fiege of Troy, but Peter Texeiras in his hiftory of PexSa 
(as quoted by PitiCcus in his Lex. Antiq. Rom.) imagines it to 
b|p of PeHian original, becaufe, fays he, in all countries where 
this game is played, the names of the men are either the fame 
with, or plainly a corruption of thofe given to them in the Per- 
iian language. Alluiions to this game are frequent in the daf- 
fie writers, but the fuUeft defcnptlon of it is contained in the 
following lines, tak^n from the little Poem addrefs'd to Pifo» 
which is to be found ^t the end of fome editions of Lucan, and 
is generally afcribed to that author : 

5V 
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the mimicry of her pantomimes ; but that whenevi»f 
{kt engaged either in the one or the other^ Ihe con*^ 
ilantly fent away her grand^^fon to his fhidies : a 

euftom, 

7ejt forte jwvati fitidhrum pondere fejfitm^ 
Non languere tamen^ lufufque mo<uere per artem^ 
CailuHore modo Tahx/a «variatur aptrta 
Calculus i et wttreo per^guntur ndlite belief^ 
Vt nnveus nigroSy nunc et niger alliget albos, 
Sed tibi fuis non terga dedit ? quis te duce eeffit 
Calculus ? aut quis non periturus perdidit hofiem t 
Milh mod$s acies tua dimicat : iUe petentesn 
J)sanfugit^ ipfe rapit : longo venit iUe recejfu^ 
Sitti ftetit in fpetulis : hie fe committer e rixa 
jfufletf (^ inpradam^uenientem decipithoftem: 
Ancipites fuhit ille moras, Jimillfque ligato 
dbtigat ipfe duos: hicadmajoratnovitstr^ 
Uteitut & fraBa prtrumpat in agminamandra^ 
Ctaufaque d^eQo populatur meema vallo. 
Inter ea^ feQis quamw accerrima furgunt 
Fr^lia ndlitibus^ plena tamen ipfe phalange^ 
. Aut etiam pauco fpoliata milite *vincis^ 
Et tihi eapti'ua refonat manus utraqueturb^e. 

AdPifon, Peemation, 

•WJicn, to relieve the labors of thy mind, 
Tliou tum^ft from deep refearch in arts refin'd^ 
Not in foft indolence you wafte the hour« 
But happier genius ftill exerts it pow V : 
To mimic war the radiant troops are led^ 
And martidl ranks the varied table fpread ; 
There fable bands^ and here a fnow- white train^ 
With doubtful fate of war the fight maintain. 
But who with thee fhaU dare difpute the field > 
Led by thy hand, what warrior knows to yield ? 
Or if he fall, he falls with glorious pride, 
His vanquifhed foe extended by his fide. 

'Unnumbej;'d 
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cuftom, I imagijie, which fhe obferved as much 
out of aceruun reverence, as affcflkm, tothcyouth* 
J was a good deal furprized, as I am perfuaded 
you will be, at what he told me the lafl; time the 
Pontifical *" games were exhibited. As we were 
coming out of the theatre together, where we had 
been entertained with a fhcw of thcfe pantomimes^ 
t>o you kmw^ faid he, this is the firfi tim I mer 
faw S^adratiUa^s freedman dance? Such is the 
chara^iier of her grand^fon \ while a fet of men of ^ 
far different ftamp, in order to do honor to Qua* 
ilratilla (lam afliamed to employ that word to what> 
in truth, was but the lo well ai¥l grofleft flattery ) were 

run- 

Unnumber'd ftratagems thy forces try : 
Now artful feign, and only feign» to fly. 
Now boldly rumes midil the ranks of war^ 
The chief who view'd the flaugkt'ring fcence from far. 
^his^ bravely daring ki the arduous toil^ 
Repels the hoi{ advancing to the fpoil. 
While cautious that moves dreadful 6n and flow. 
And fraudful meditates the certain blow ; 
What tho* in guife a (lave he feems in chaiite^ 
. Two captives He in durance clofe detains. 
But fee yon hero with impetuous hafte, 
flurfts thro* the ranks, and lays the ramparts wafte. 
While thus the mighty batjtle g^ows around. 
And proArate chiefs beftrow the well-fought ground, 
Full and unbroken lo! thy fqugdnmsfland, 
' Or fcarce one warrior loft of thy conmiand , 
The captive aowds thy vidory proclaim. 
And foes confefs thy undifputed fame. 

^ The priefts, as well as other magiftrates, exhibited puUft: 
gfimies to the people when they entered upon their office, « 
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running up and down the theatre, pretending to be 
ftruck with the utmoft admiration and rapture at 
the performances of thofe pantomimes, and then mi- 
micking all their gefticulations and repeating the 
fongs, in order to pay court to the lady patroncfs of 
this Comp&fty. But now, all that thefe theatrical 
flatterers have got in return, is only a few trifling 
legacies, which they have the mortification to re- 
ceive from an heir, who was never fo much as pre* 
fent at Quadratilla's fliews.-^I fend you this ac*- 
<iount, as knowing it is not difagreeable to you to 
hear the news of the town, and becaufe when any 
occurrence has given me pleafure, I love to renew 
it again by relating it. And indeed this inftance of 
affeftion in Quadratilla, and the honor done there- 
in to that excellent youth her grand-fon, has 
afforded me a very fenfible fatisfaftion ; as I ex- 
tremely rejoice that the houfe which once belonged 
to CaffiuS) the founder and chief of the ^ Caflian- 
fchool, is come into the poflTeffion of a perfon not 
lefs confiderablc than its former matter. For be 
affured, my friend will fill it as he ought, and its ' 
antient luftrc will again revive under Quadratus, 
who, I am pcrfuadcd, will prove as eminent an 
orator, as Caffius was a lawyer. Farewel. 

* A famous lav^yer who flori(hed in the reign of the em- 

reror Claudias : thofe who followed his opiniont^ were faid to 
e Caffiani> or of the fchool of CafTius. 

LET' 
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LET'TER XW. To Ririus, 

WHAT numbers of learned men does mo- 
defty conceal^ or love of eafe whh-^ 
draw from the notice of the world ! And yet when 
we are g6ing to fpeak or f ecite in public, it is the 
judgment only of oftentatious talents which we ftand 
in awe of : whereas in truth, thofe who likntly culti* 
vate the fciences have fo much a higher claim to 
regard) as they pay a calm veneration to whatever is 
^reat in works of genhis : an obfervation which I 
give you ut>on experience. Terentius Junior having 
pafled thro' the military offices fuitable to a perfbn of 
Equeftrian rank, and executed with great integrity, 
thepoft ofreceiver-generalofthe revenues in *Nar- 
bonenfianGaul, retired to his eftate, preferring the 
enjoyment of an uninterrupted tranquillity, to thofe 
honors which his fervices had merited. He invited 
me lately to his houfe, where, looking upon him 
only as a worthy mafter of a family, and aninduftri- 
ous farmer, I ftartedfuch topics of converfktion, in 
which I imagined he was moft verfed. But he foon 
Vol. II. D d . turned 

* One' of the four principal divifions of antient Gaul : it ex« 
tended from the Pyrenafito mountains, which feparate France 
from Spain, to the Alps, which divide it from Italy, and com- 
prehended Xanguedoc, Piovi&ce, Oauphiiiy, and Savoy. 
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turned the difcourfe, and with a great fund of 
knowledge^ entered upon points of literature. With 
what elegance did he exprefshimfelf in Latin and 
(Jreek ! for he is fo perfedly well fkiUed in both^ 
that which ever heufes^ feenis to.be the language 
wherein he particularly e^els. How extenfive 
IS his readif^ ! how tenacious his memory ! You 
would not imagine lum the inhabitant of a. coUn* 
try village, but of the polite Athens herfelf. In 

|hort> his converiadon has encreafed my folicitude 
concerning my works, and taught invito fear the 
judgment of theie retired couniry gendeooen, as 
much as thofe of more kpoWA and coafpicuous 
learmng. And let me perfuade you to coftfider 
them in the fame light: for believe me^ upon acare-^ 
ful obfervation, you will oftei^ find in th^ literary 
as weU as military worlds moft formidably abiliitiea 
^ncealed under a very uapFomifiiig apjpearance^ 
Farewel. 

LETTER XXFL T^Maxihus. 

THE lingering diibrder o( a friend of mii^ 
gave me occafion lately torefled^ that we are 
never fo virtuous as when opprrfl with fitknefs.. 
Where is the man, who under the pain of any dif- 
temper, is either folicited by avarice or cnflamed 
with luft ? At fuch a feafon he is neither the flave of 
love,nor the fool of an^bition* helook^with indif-' 

ference 
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ferenceupon the charms of wealth, and is contented 
Vrith cVer fo fmall a portion of it, as being upon the 
point of leaving even that little: It is then he re- 
colic As there are Gods, and that he himfelf is but a 
^ man: no mortal is then the objeA of his envy^ his 
admiration, or his contempt ; and the reports of 
llander neither raife his attention^ nor feed his curies 
fity : his imagination is wholly employed upon ^ 
baths and fountains. Thefe are the fubjefts of hil 
cares and wiflies, while he refolveS| if he fhould 
recover, to pafs the remainder of his days in eafe 
and tranqpiUity, that is, in innocence and happinefs. 
I may therefore lay down to you and myfelf a fliort 
rule, wMch thephilofophers have endeavorM to in- 
culcate at the expence of many words^ and evert 
many volumes \ that •• we Ihould pradtife in health, 
* * thofe refolutions we form in fickncfs.** Farewel. 

> The awakening power of adveHitx in general^ b To bea«- 
• tifnlty defcrib^ by the baniihed duke in Shakefpear's A$y9m 
like it^ that it win* not| perha|>s be impertinent to take the pri« 
vilege of a commentator^ and produce it as a pkrallel pailagey 
efpecially as the thought in the fixond liae ii exa^y the fame 
with this of Pliny^s before as : 

. This i$ no flattery : Thefe are counfellort 

ThsX fielingly perfuade me nvhat lam. 

Sweet are the ufel of adverfity. 

Which like the toad, ugly and venemoos^ 
' Wears yet a precious jewel in his hea^. Adi 2. Sc. t • 

b It is probable that fevers were the peculiar diftemper of 
KomCy as Pliny in hit general allufions to difordeza of the 
body, feems always to co^ider them of the inflammatory kind. 

Dd2 jU&T* 
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LETTER XXVll. To Sura. 

TH E prefcnt t-ecefs from bufinefs, we are 
now epjoying, affords you leifure to give^ 
and me to receive inftrudbion. I am extremely de*- 
Xirous therefore to know your fentiments concerning 
fpeftresj whether you believe they have a real form» 
and are a fort of divinities, or only the falfe impref- 
fions.of a terrified imagination ? What particularly 
inclines me to give credit to their exiftence, is 
a ftory * which I heard of Curtius Rufus. When 
he was in low circumftances and unknown in the 
world, he attended the governor of Africa into 
that province. One evening as he was walking in 
the public portico, he was extremely furprizedwith, 
the figure of a woman which appeared to him, of a 
fize and beauty more than human. She told him 
Ihe was the tutelar power that prefided over Africa, 
and was come to inform him of the future events 
. of his life : that he fhould go back to Rome^ where 
he fiiould be raifed to the higheft honors, and re- 
turn to that province inveftcd with the proconfular 
dignity, and there Ihould die. Accordingly every 
circumftance of this prophecy was aftually accom- 

plifhed. 

* This ftory is likewife related ty Tacitus ih the nili 
Book of bis Annals, chap. 21. 
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pliihqd. It is faid farther, that upon his arrival ae* 
Carthage, as he was coming out of the fhip,. the 
fame figure accofted him upon the (horei. It is. 
certain, at leaft, that being feized with a fit of ill^ 
nefs,tho' there were no fymptoms in his ca^ tba( led 
his attendants to defpair, he inftantly gave up all 
hope of recovery ^ judging, it Ihould feem, of. 
the truth of the future part of the predi<5tion, by 
that whi(:h had already been fulfilled, and of the 
misfortune which threatened him, by the fuccefs 
which he had^^acperienced. To this ftory let me 
add another as remarkable as the former, but atr 
tended with circumftances of greater horror ; which 
I will give you exa<5tly.as it was related to me. 
There was at Athens ^ a large and fpacious houfe, 
which lay under the difjrepute of being haunted. 
In the dead of the night: a noife, refembliag the 
clalhing of iron, was freq^ently hear*d« which, if 
you liftened more attentively, founded like the 
rattling of chains ; at firft it feemed at a cjiftance,. 
but approached nearer by degrees ; inifnecjiately 
afterward a- fpeftre appeared in the form of an old 
man, extronely meagre and ghaftly, with a long 
beard and diihevelled hair, rattling the chains on 
his, feet and hands. The poor inhabitants ip the 

D d ^ mean 

* Ladan ridicules a ftory pretty much refembllng this, 
bol la^s iJbe fcene of it in Corinth. 
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mean while* p4(Ied their nights under the moft 
dreadful terrors iniaginable. Thijs, as it broke their 
reft, ruined their health, and threw them into dif- 
tempers,which,together with their horrors of mind , 
proved in the end fatal to their lives. Even in the 
day time, tho' the fpirit did not appear, yet the re- 
membrance of it made fuch a ftrong impreflion up- 
on their imaginations, that it ftill Icemed before their 
eyes, ;and continually alarmed theip, tho* it was 
no longer prefent. By this means the houfe wa$ 
at laft deferted, as being judged by every body to 
be abfolutely uninhabitable ; fo that it was now en- 
tirely abandoned to the ghpft. However, in hopes 
that fome tenant might be found who was ignoni 
rant of this great cala^lity which attended it, a bill 
was put up, givinjg notice that it was either to be 
let or fold. It happened that Afhcnpdorus the phi- 
lofopher came tp Athens at this time, and read- 
ing the bill, enquired the price. The extraordinary 
cheapnefs raifed his fufpicion •, ncverthelefs, when 
he hear*d the whole ftory, he was fo far from bein^ 
difcouraged, that he was mpreftrongly inclined tcr 
hire it, and, in fliort, actually did fo. When it grew 
towards evening, he ordered a copch tp be prepar- 
ed for him in the fpre-part of the houfe, andafter. 
calling fpr a light,^ together with his pen and tablets, 
he direftcd all his people to retire. But that his mind 

might 
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might hot; ibr want of employm^it, be open tt> 
the vmn terrors of imaginary noifes and fpirits, he 
^plied himfelf to writing with the utfnoft atten-* 
tion* The firft part of thfc night paffed With iifual 
filence^ when at length the<:h?tins began to rattle : 
however, he neither lifted up his eyes, nor laid 
d0wn his pen^ but diverted his obfervation, by 
pwruinghis ftiidies with greater earneftnefs. The 
noife ihcreafed and advanced fiearer, till it feemcd 
at the. door, and at laff in the chamber. He 
looked up aad-faw the ghoft exaftly iii the marir 
ncr It bad been defcribed to him : it ffood be- 
fore him^ beckomng wkh the flngeh Athcno- 
dorus niade a ftgn with his hand that it fHould 
wait a Kttlc, and threw his eyefe again upon his 
papers, but the ghoft ftill rattling hrs' chains 
in his eai^,. he looked: up -^nd faw him beckoning' 
as before. Upon this he immediately arofe, and 
with the light in his hand, followed , it.. The 
ghoft flowly ftalked aloQg, as if encumbered^ 
with his chains, and turning* into the af^apf the 
houfe, fuddenly vaniihed. Athenodfinis' being ' 
thus dcferted, made a -mirk wit^ fome grafs and 
leaves where the fpirit^ left him, The next day 
he gave information of this to the magiftrates, and 
advifed them to order that' fpot to be , dug up. 
This Wias accordin^y done, and {he Skeleton of a 

. D d 4 . V man 
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man in chains was there found ; for the body- hav- 
ing laina confidcrable time in the ground, was pu- 
trefied and mouldered away from the ffetters- The 

r 

bones being collefted. together were publicly 
buried, and thus after the ghoft was ippeafed by the 
proper ceremonies, the houfe was haunted nomorc. 
Thisftory I believe ypon the credit of others j what 
I am going to mention I give you upon my own. 
I have a frced-man named Marcus, who* is by no 
means illiterate. One "" night as he andhis young-^ 
cf brother were lying together, he fancied he faw 
fpmebody upon his bed, who took out a pair of 
fciflars, and cut off the hair from the top part of 
his head , and in the morning, it appeared the boy's 
hair was adually cut, and the clippings lay fdattered 
about the floor. A ihort time after this, an event of 
the like nature contributed to give credit to the for- 

. ' ' mer 

■ 

^ Tho(e who ate anacquainted witli the geniiis of the antieat 
Romans, may be inclined to thiiik meanly of our author^s judg- 
ment, from this and the foUowingilory j but when it is remem- 
bered that the greateft charaAers which we meet with ainong 
that iilaftripttspisople, are all flrongly marked with a vein of fu- 
perftition, no particular charge of weak credulity can with 
rjufiice be brought from hence'againft Pliny. The tnith is, it was 
a national turn, and countaianc^by theccmftitution of their 
government, infomuch that omens,. even of the lowefl kind, 
were confidcred previous to every ftep either of foreign or do- 
meftic concern :. and the wifeft and graved of their hiftorians, 
the judicious Livy not excepted, have given into accounts of 
this nature. Even a noble hiAorian among our own c6untiy« 
men, has' not fcrupled to infert a relation of the iame kind and 
credibility, in his hiftory of the civil wars. 
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merftory. A young lad of my family was fleeping 
in his apartment with the reft of his companions, 
when two perfons clad in white rime in (as hctcHs 
the ftory) thro* the windows, and cut off his hair as 
he lay, and asfoon as.thfyhjd ftniih^d the lt>pera- 
tion, returned the fame way they entered. The 
next morning it was found that this boy hid been 
ferved juft as the other, and with the very famq 
ciircumftance of the hair fpread about the room^ 
r Nothing remarkable indeed followed thefe events, 
^unlefs that I efcaped a profecution, in which, if 
Domitian (during'whofe reign this happened) had 
lived fome time longer, I fhould certainly have been 
involved. 'For after the death of that emperor, ar* 
tides X)f impeachment againft me were found in his 
fcrutore, which had been exhibited by Cams. It 
may therefore be conjeftured, fmce it is cuftomary 
for perfons under any pubUc accufation to let their 
hair grow, this cutting off the hair of my fervants, 
was: a fign I Ihould efcape the imminent danger 
that threatned me. Let me defire you then ma^ 
turcly to confider this qucftion. The fubjeft merits 
your examination ; as, I truft, I am not myfelf 
altogether unworthy to participate of the abunr 
dance of your fuperior knowledge. And tho* you 
Ihould, with your ufual fceptifm, ballance betweeir 
two opinions, yet I hope you will throw the weigh- 
tier reafons on one fide, left, whilft I confult you in 

order 
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order to have my doubts fettled, you Ihould dif- 
mifs me in the lame fufpence and uncertainty that 
occafioned this application. Farcwcl. 

• * * 

LETTER XXyill. ToSzmrius. 

• » , 

THerc arc, it feems, who have condemned 
me to you, as being upon all occafions too 
lavilh in commendation of my friends. I acknow- 
ledge the charge, and glory in it too j fpr can 
there be a nobler error than an excels of benevo- 
lence ? But ftill, who are thefe, let me aOc, that 
are better acquainted with my friends than I am 
myfelf ? Yet grant there are any fuch, why will 
they deny me fopleafinga miftake? Forfuppofing 
myfriends deferve not the high encomiums t giv? 
them, certainly I am happy in believing they do, 
Let them recommend then this ungenerous ftrift, 
nefs to thofe (and their number is not inconfide-' 
table) who imagine they Ihew their judgment^ 
when they indulge their ceqfure. As for my fdf, 
they will never be able to perfuade me I can bJ 
guilty of an excefs • in friendlhip, FarcweJ. 

« L^n^lZ^/'^^l''^'^ •' " n y ad« rivieres qui 
Jneme I amitie n'a nen dc mcilleur que I'exces." ' 
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LEt^ER XXIX. To Moi^tanus 

IT would raife your laughter firft, and tlieii 
yotir indignation, and perhaps, when you 
Jiad recoUefted yourfelf a little, you would be 
inclined to laugh again, were you to read 
what you will fcarce give credit to withoM 
reading. I lately ohferved in the Tiburtine"* road,^ 
near the firft mile-ftone, a monunfient erefted to 
the memory of ^ Pallas, with the following infcrip- 

tion : THE SENATE DECREED TO HIM, AS A REWARD 
FOR HIS FIDELITY AND AFFECTION TO HIS PA- 
TRONS, THE HONOR OF THE PRiETORIAN ' ORNA»* 
MENTS T0GBTH:BR WITH THE SUM OF FIVE MIt- 
LION OF ^ SESTERCES : BUT HE WAS CONTENT- 
ED WITH ACCEPTING ONLY THE HON0R# I am 

not indeed apt to wonder at diftinAions of this 
fort, which oftener proceed fromFortune than Judg- 
ment ; but I could not help refleding when I read 
diis infcription, how empty and ridiculous are thofe 

honors, 

• The road leading to Ti*vo!ty in Campania, 

b He was j|t firft a flave in the court of Clandiiu Carfar^ 
)vho afterwards gave him his freedom and raifed him to his 
chief favor. The patrons mentioned in this Infcription, are 
fhat emperor and his confort Aenpipioa, to whom Fallas had 
^ikewife recommended himfelf by fome fignal fervices. ' 

* The (enate, as a mark of honorable, diftindion, would 
fometimcft decree the privilege of wearing the ornaments pe- 
culiar to certsdn dignities, to perfons who had not enjoined the 
P&ft to which tbofe ornaments were annexed. 

\f -About 46^0001. of our inonc}% 
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honors, which are thus fometimcs thrown away 
upon dirt and infamy ; which fuch a rafcal, in ftiortj 
1^ ^e affwrance both .to accept md to refQfe,* 
and then fet himfelf fort;h %o pofterity as an example 
gf fingular moderatioa ? Yet why fhould it raife 
9^7 indignation ? rather let me treat it as a ms^tter 
to be laughed at, - that pcf fqns of this charafter 
may not flatter themfelves th^ have obtained any. 
xH^g very eonfiderable, yrheo their fuccef^ oply 
exppfes them to ridicule. Farewell 

^ LETTER XXK. TaG^mTOR,, 

I A M extremely concerned that you have loft 
your pupil, a youth, as your letter aflures me,^ 
of fuch great hopes. ' Can I want to be informed, 
that his fickhefs and death muft have inter- 
rupted your ftudics, knowing as i do, with what 
cxaftnefs you fill up every duty of life, and how 
iinlimited your aflfcftion is to all thofe to whom you 
give your efteem ? As for my felf, bufinefs pur- 
fues me even hither, and I am not out of the 
teach of people who oblige me to aft either as 
their judge, or their arbitrator. To this I muft 
add, not only the continual complaints of the 
farmers, who claim a fort of prefcription to try my 
patience as they pleafe j but the neccflity of letting 

out 
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out my farms : an affair which gives me much 
trouble, as.it is exceedingly difficult to find out pro^ 
per tenants. For thefe reafons I can only ftudy 
by fnatches ; ftill however I ftudy. I fometimes 
read and fometimes compofe ; but my reading 
teaches me, by a very mortifying comparifon, with 
what ill fuccefs I attempt to be an author myfelf. 
Tho* indeed you give me great encouragement, 
when you compare the piece I wrote in vindication 
of HehidiuSy to the oration of Demofthenes againft 
Midias. I confefs I had that harangue in my view 
when I compofed mine ; not that I pretend to 
rival it, (that would be an abfurd and mad attempt 
indeed \ but I endeavored, I own, to imitate it, as 
far as the difference of pur fubjedts would admit, 
and as nearly as a genius of the loweft rank can 
copy one of the higheft^ Farcwel. 

LEr'TERXXXL r^ Cornutus. 

» 

CI Laudius PoUio is extremely delirous of your 
>j friendfhip, and he deferves it not only for 
that reafon, but becaufe he gives you bis \ as 
few ever require the one, without returning the 
other. He is an upright, honeft, good-natured 
man, and modeft, I had aln^oft faid, beyond mea- 
fure-, if indeed, it is pofTible to be fo. We fcrved 

I in 
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in the army together, where he commanded a 
troop of horfe, and I had an opportunity of taking 
a nearer view of his charafter, than merely what his 
bemg my fellow-officer gave me, I was appointed 
by the lieutenant general to examine the accounts 
of the fcveral companies, and as I difcovered 
many inftances of grofs avarice and negleft of duty 
in fome, fo I found the higheft Integrity and ex- 
'afteft care in him. He was afterwards promoted 
to very confiderable employments in the ma- 
nagement of the revenue, yet no temptations could 
turn afide the innate biafs of his foul from honeft'y, 
no profperity fwell his breaft, but he preferved in 
all the variety of pdfts'thro* which he pafled, an 
'unbroken reputation of humanity ; as he fupported 
• the toils of bufinefs with the fame fortitude of mind 

a* 

he now difcovers in his retreat. He once indeed 
quitted his retirement for a fliort time, with great 
applaufe, being called by my worthy friend Corel- 
lius to his afliftance, in purchafing and dividing 
out thofe lands which were given by the liberality 
.of the emperor * Nerva. And could there be any 
thing more to his honor, than to be thus particu^ 
l^ly fmgled out from fo many others, by a per- 

. foa 

{*) Nem reftored to the Romans all that Domitian had 
plundered them of, and gave a veiy large fum of money to 
' be laid out in the purch^e of Jands for the fuppori of dfcajred 
families. 
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fon of fo eminent a charafter ? You may jud^ 
how £iithfully he reveres the facred ties of ffiend- 
ihip, by cafUng your eyes iq>on the laft wills * oi 
ieveral of his friends, particularly that of Mufo- 
oius Baflus, a perfon of diftinguifhed fenfe. Pollio 
(as he cultivates eloquence as well as every other 
valuable endowment) has very gratefully ehdea* 
Vored to perpetuate and extend the memory of 
Bafliis, by publUhing an account of his life': % 
circumftance too uncommon, as well as too ge-^ 
nerous^ not to be applauded, fince the generality 
of the world feldom mention the dead, unlefs to 
revile them. Receive thea this worthy man^ 
greatly defirous, (believe me) of your fnendfhip, 
with the embraces of the warmeft aflfedion, and 
even invite him to accept of it as what you owe 
him; for he who makes the firft amicable advances^ 
can not fo properly be laid to merit a favor, as a 
reward. Farewel. 

See Letter. 2«. of this Book note 
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LETTER XXXII. To PiabAtus \ • 

I Am extremely glad that the arrival of my friend 
Tiro wais acceptably to you. But above all t 
rejoice, that you made ufe (as your! fetter informs 
me) of the opportunity which the prefence of the 
pfoconful afforded you, of manumizing ^ feveral 
of your flaves. For as I wifh'to fee byr country im- 
proved by every poffible method, fa particularly 
by an increafe of citizens, as that of all others, is 
the ftrongeft ornament a community can receive. 
1 am pleafed too (notoutof aipirit of Vanity, how-' 
ever I confefs I am pleafed) with what you farther 
add, that both you and I were highly extolled, in 
the acknowledgments which were made upon this 
occafion 5 for aa Xcnophon obferves, " the voice 
^* ofpraife is fweet ;'* efpccially when we think 
we dcferve it. Farewel. 

LErrER XXXIIL ToTacitvs. 

I Strongly prefage (and I am perfuadedl fhall not be 
deceived) that your hiftories will be immortal. 
I ingenuoufly own therefore % I fo much the more 

» His wife CalphunuVs grandfather. ^ ^ 

*» See letter 1 6th of this book. 

« As fome ingenious writes have affcfted to dmw a com- 
panfon between our author andCiccro, to the difadvantage of 

the 



earaefkiy. ^fh to find a place in theol^ .If inre ate 
gener^Iy^ careful to hare oiir 'facesr taken by the 
bcft iotiits^ ought weirot to deflre that obf aftiony 
miybecelebmed by aa author of youndiftinguifh-. 
ed charactel- ? In view to this,! acquaint you with* 
the following aSair, which tiho'it cbnnot haVeefca|>bd 

the fortner 5 it will'ncrt, 'tis hope3, l^e thdu^ght any want of*re^ 
verence to a diirac^eh ^lack deferved the higheft vederation 
from every admirer ot the fine .arts, to fet before the reader an 
inftance^ .>IUiier«^liny gfekll)' oat-iHihes tKat noble example hd 
was, upon all occafions, ^ deiirous of copying. There ts a let- 
ter of Ciiero*s extant, to thfe fame purpofe as this of Pliny*S| 
addrefTed to his friend LyioQeius ? who wai vrritihg the hi^txkf 
of his own times. The agreeable Montaign condemns them 
both as inllances of immoderate ambition ; aiid obAsfves^ that 
*' f fortune, as it were, in pure fpight has taken care to hand 
down to us the vanity of thefe requefts, while ihe has long 
{ince deflroyed the hiftories they folicited/' Let it be re* 
tnarkedy however, in joftice to our autjiori that upon a cotn- 
parifpn. of the twa letters^ the ambition of Pliny wiU appetit 
far iDord reafonaUe dian.tliat of Cicerb ; for the latter does AOt 
fcruple ta pre& his ^end totranigrefs die rul^ of hiAorf, and 
break through the boandi«f truth m his favor: ftflaiiteiium 
atfue etiam r^go^ ut i^ crvms td vibemmtiui tiUm ^mfifuffe 
feutis^ & in ta leges hifterlm JUtglipis^ amoti^Ut nofifb flufcukki^ 
etiam ^piam tene^it Veritas Ut)gire : whereas Plici^* ^tji a ht 
nobler fpirit, exprefsly deolares he ikies not defireTflcitQS fliould 
Jieighten the fad, and that adlions of real wbrth need oidy tb 
be fet in their tme light. In Cidero^s 4etter^fl« read the ejc- 
travagant dictates of the mqft immoderate ambition 1 and hi 
himfelf confeiTes he had not the afTurance to lo^ his friend 
in thefaqe while he propofed them : Coram m tecum ^adem hac 
agtre fafe conantem deterruit fudor : in Pliny's We lee nothing 
bat what b H^grdeable to cool £enfe, and the honeft atobitioh of 
one who was confcious he hod a6ted well, and defiroospofterity 
ihottld kn<>w it. 

• Ep. fom. 1. J. 12. f Torn. I. 319, 

E e your 
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your attOEidoD^ as it is mentioned in the^ journals 
of the puhUc, ftiU I acqiuQnt you with it^ that 
you may be more fenfibk how agreeable it will be 
€0 me» that this addon, greatly heightened by 
the hazard which attended it, fhould receive an 
additional luftre from the tdUmony.of fo bright 
a genius. The ienate appointed Herennius- 
Senecio, and myfelf, counfel for the province 
of Bcetica, in their proiecution of Boebius Maf-^ 
fa. He was condemned, and the houfe ordered 
his efFefts to be feized into the hands of the 
public officer. Shortly after, Senecio having learnt 

that 

< Whether Pliny means by the PuUiea aaa^ the joarnat 
of the fenate, or what * Tacitus and f Suetonius call th» 
Diurnm a&9^ may admit of a doubt. The former feems to 
have been exa^ly in the nature of our Votes ofthe houfe of 
conmionsy wherein a Ihort acconnc was given to the public of 
what pafied in. the fenate ; the latter appears v«ry much to re*- 
femble our Gazette, being an authorifed narrative of the tranf- 
adUons worthy of notice which happened in Rome. Petronius 
has given us the form of the latter of thefe, in his accdunt of 
Trimalchio $ and as it may not, perhaps, be unentertaining to 
the EngliSi reader^ to fee how exadly a Roman news-paper 
runs in the ftile of a modem one, the following is an article or 
two out of it: . ' 

«* On the 26th of July, 50 boys and 40 girls were bom at 
^* Trimakhio*s eftate at Oima." 

. *' At the fame time, a Have was put to death for uttermg 
*'< difrefpe^iful words againil hislord.^* 

*« The fame day a fire broke out in Pompey's gardens, whkh 
^^ began in the nighty in the Reward's apartment.**, Peft-on. br 
lyr.p. I96.cd. Var. 

• Annal.13.3K t '** J. Caefar. 20. 
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that the confulsT intcrided.to fit t6 hear p^itions, 
came to iik> and prppofod that we (hould go toge- 
ther, dnd addrefs them with the fame unanimity 

•we cacedtitcd the office which had been enjoined us, 
that they would noffufFer'Maffa's efFefts to be 
diffipated by thofe who were appointed to preferve 
them, I anfwered, that as we had been counfel in 
this caufe by order of the fenate,, I would recom- 
mend it to hisconfiderafcion, whether it would be 

^proper for tas, after fentence had paffed, to intcj*. i; 
meddle any farther. *' You are at liberty^ laid 
" he, to prefcribe what bounds yoli pleafe td 
*' yourfelf, who have no particular conne(5Uon8 

. ^' with the province, except what arife from youf 

• *' late fervices to them -, but it is not fo With me, 
who W4S born there, and enjoyed the poft of 
Quasftor among them.**. If filch, I told him was 
his determined refolution, I was ready to attend 

. him, that whatever refentment fhould be the confe- 
quence of this affair, it might not fall fmgly upon 

« himfelf. Accordingly we went to the confuls, whdrc 

;Senecio fpoke what he thought proper upon the 
occafion^ to which I fubjdiried a few words on mf 
part. Wc had fcarcc ended, when Ma(&, com-» 
plaining that Senecio had not a^ed againft him 
with the fidelity of an advocate, but the bitterneii 
of an €Mfny, defired he might be at liberty to pro* 

£ 2 fecute 
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fecutc him for ^ treafoti. .The whole affen^yljr 3wras 
ftriKk with the utmoft confbsrnation and horror 
'at this motion. I immediately rofe up j " Mofl: 

" noble 

4 

d The reader will undoubtedly be furprized to find a pro- 
fecution of trea/on, founded merely upon a fi%geftion (Jf mif- 
condu6^ in th? management of a private trial. But this difficul- 
ty will be cleared, perhaps, by confideriiig the charafter of Do- 
mitian, in whofe reign this tranfadiion happened. To fhew 
any diflike to. thofc. who were the favorites of that infamous em- 
peror, was conflrued by hirii into an aft of treafon againft him- 
Iclf. He could gather that poifonous weed (as our author in 
his panegyric ftrongly expreffes it) even from the barren fands 
of the theatre [crimina majeft^tis' in arena coUigeB^t i) for ni)t 
to admire his very gladiators, was deemed, in thofe wretched 
times, an aft of difloyalty. If therefore MafTa was' in the good 
graces of Domitian, it would have been very eafy for; the fot- 
mer to llrain the honeft zeal which Senecio had (hewn in con- 
ducing this caufe, into an inftance of difrefpcd to the empe- 
ror,- And the charifter which Tacitus gives of this^ Maffa, 
Ibopgly fupports that luppofitlon, for he defcribes him as the 
l)ane of every good man, ai&d ai> inibument of thofe calamitite 
which the Romans fufFered under Domitian : optimo cui^ue exi- 
tlofusy fays he, fcf- in caufas m'alorum qua tulimiis. [Tac. hift, 
3. 4. 50.3 It imift be owned, however, that the expreffion in the 
original (foftulatio imfietatis) does not fo abfolutely and ne- 
"cd&rily imply, a profecution of treafon, but that it may admit 
of another interpretation. Accordingly, a gentlejnan of di- 
'ftinguiihed learning, who favored the tranflator with his fen- 
:timents upon this paffage, has oflFered a conjefiure much too 
ingenious to be fupprefled. " It was the praftice (he obferves) 
^* of the ancients, that all depofites, trufts, fequeftratrons^ 
*< wills, i^c. fliould be lodged in the moft fecure and unfuf- 
•« pefted places ; accordingly, they chofe their temples for 
-<« thiit purpofe, and the priefts were of courfe the legal fc- 
" . queftrators : 

J^^oJ thi apud Tbeotlmupt 9mne aurum depofuimus^ 
^i illic facerdcs eft in Diana ISpheJia, 
■».>*. . . -- '^^fawt. Baetk. 
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*' noWe confuls, faid I, I am afraid it ftiould feem 
*^ that Maffa has tacitly charged me with having 
" favored him in this caufe, fince he did not think 
** proper to join me in the defired Profecution." 
This Ihort fpeech was extremely well received by 
thofe who were prefent •, as it foon afterwards got 
air, and was mentioned by every body with gene- 
ral applaufe. The late emperor Nerva (who tho* 
at that time in a private ftation, yet gave atten- 
tion to every worthy aftion which paffed in pub- 
lic) wrote a letter to me upon the occafion "with 
great good fenfe, wherein he not only congratu- 
lated me, but the age, which had produced an ex- 
ample fo much in the fpirit (as he was pleafed to 
call it j of the antients. But, whatever it be, it is 
in your power to heighten and fpread the luftre 
of it : tho' far am I from defiring you'ftiould in 
the leaft exceed the bounds of reality. Hiftory 
ought to be guided by ftridl truth, and worthy 
adtions require nothing more. Farewel. 



N « 



^ And of this the clallic and civil law-books farnifh abundant 
proof. He thinks therefore, that an infinuation that Maffa 
•* had been tampering with the church to betray ^% fidei-cQm-^ 
" m'tjfum^ and that the fecurity became fufpicious, might pof^ 
**Jibly carry an a6Uon oi impiety.''^ However, upon a clofer 
examination of the letter, and comparing it with the hiftory of 
that age, the interpretatign adopted in the text, may, perhaps^ 
be jultifie4. 
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LETTER I. ?VSeptitius. 

I Had a good journey hither, excepting only 
that fpme of my fervants were difordered by 
the violent heats* Poor Encolpius, my * reader^ 

whofe afliftance is of fuch fervicc to me in my 
ftudies and amufements* was {6 afFe6ted with the 
duft, that it oceafioned bis fpitting pf blood : an 

£e 4 acci- 

* Perfons of fank and Iksrature among the Jlomans, te« 
tunad in their fiunilies a dome^, whofe folc bufii^ was to 
readtDthem* 
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iterces, I remitted to him one eighth part of that- 
whole fum, and likewife one tenth of ** five thou- 
fand. Befidc^ this, as feveral had dcpofitcd, in dif- 
ferent proportions, part of the price they had a- 
greed to pay, whilft others had advanced nothing v 
I thought it would not be agreeable to equity, that 
all thcfe fhould be favored with the fame undiftin- 
guiftied remiffion. To thofe therefore who had 
made any payments, I returned a tenth part upon 
each of thefums fo paid. By this means I mado 
4. proper acknowledgment to each of them» ac* 
cording to their refpeftive defcrts ; and likewife 
encouraged them, not only to de^l with me for the 
fiiture, but to be forward in their payments. This 
inftancc of my good-nature or my judgment (call 
it which you pleafe) was a very confiderablc ex- 
pence to nie. However, I found my account in it j 
for all the country greatly approved both' of this 
uncommon piece of generofity, and the method in 
which I conducted it. Even thofe whom I did ri&t 
meafure (as they fay) by the fame $11^ but diftin- 
guifhed according to their feveral degrees, thought 
themfelves obliged to me, in proportion to the in- 
tegrity of their difpofitionSi and went away pleafed 
with having experienced , that not with , me 
* ^Ih good and. bad an equal honor find* 
FareweL. LET- 

^ About 49 1. Heriing. 
« Horn. il. lib. i. v. 319.' 
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LETTER III TV Sparsus, 

YOU tell me that of all tny works, the Jaft 
I feht you is yourgreateft favorite. Thci 
fame judgment has likewife been pa0ed upon it 
by another of my very learned friends : and I am 
the more inclined to believe that neither of you 
is miftaken, not only as it is improbable you 
^ both ihould^ but becaufe I am much diTpofed to 
flatter myfelf. I would always, indeed, have my 
laft performance appear the moil finifhed -, and for 
that reafon. prefer the fpeech I lately publilhc4» 
jito that which you mention. I will fend it you as 
ibon as' I can m^eet with a fafe conveyance. And 
how I have raifed your expe<5lations of this piece, 
I doubt you will be difappointed when it comes 
Xo ypur hands* . Jn the mlan while, bqwever, 
you may expeft it as fomething that will pleafe 
you : and who kjnows but it may ? Farewel. 

LETTER IF. TV Caminius. 

I Greatly approve your defign of writing a poem 
upon the * Dacian War : for where could you 
Iiavechofen a fu^eA Tq new, lb fuU of events, ibex- 

tcnfive, 

f DaciB comprehended part of the prefent kingdom of 
' lian^suy, together with part lof Ttanfihr^nii^ Senriay W«I«- 

chia 
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five, and fo poetical ? a fubjeft, which while it has 
all the marvellous of fi£lion, has all the folidity of 
truth- You will fing of rivers taught to 'flow in 
new channels j or bridges ** thrown over immenfe 
iivtrs ■; of encampments upon the dreadful fteepr 

' • • ' of 

• • • 

chia and Moldavia. It wa^ firH fubdued and added to the Ro- 
tean empire by Trajan, in memory of whofe vidlories over this 
/Qj^n^ the fajnous pillar is fuppofcd to have been eredled, 
called Trajan'' s pi liar ^ which is ihll to be feen entire at Rome. 
It i»" 128 Italian feet high, to the top of which you afcend by 
.X84 ftep, which winde round the infide. The outfide carved 
In oaffo-relievo, with the reprefentation of the moft remark- 
abfe jdrornifiancea of this expedition. [Bartoli colonna Traj,] 
Aixer the death of Trajan, his afhes were placed, as fome au- * 
thots "by, in a golden ball on the top of this noble pillar ; but 
£utra|i!^us affirms they were depofued under it. Eutrop. 1. 8. 
c. 5. • 

^ It.is prol^able Pliny here alladcs to the famous bridgb 
built by Trajan over the river Danube, in the upper Moefia, 
that laftfiighty as Sir William I'emple calls it, of antient ar^ 
cifife^hfrf, " It is ftifcd by the ancients, the moft ftately ft- 
" brie of that nature in the univerfc. It was all of fquare 
•* ftene^ and contained 20 arches, "-each of them 1 20 feet 
above the foundation, and 60 feet in breadth, all diftinfl 
from each other 1 70 feet. It was built where the river was 
narroweft, and con£i3qU£ntly where the dream was ftronge^fc 
and moft rapid ; which renders the frabric ftill more ftupcn- 
dous, on account of the almoft infurmountable difficulties 
they muft have met with in laying fo large a foundation. 
The architeft employed upon this occaiion, was one Apol- 
lodorus.of D^mafcus, who, it feems, left a defcription of 
this great work. We are told that fome remains are ftill to 
:*^ be fqen of it near Zeveria, in Lower Hungary. — Adrian 
" fearing the barbarians might make ufe of it to invade the 
•^-^ Roman territories, broke down the arches ; - bat the pieis 
" wercilill ftanding in Dion Caflius' stime, ihat is, 1 20 years 
'" after, though they ferved only to ftiew, fays that writer,the 
V utmoft- ^tent of huipan jaweij. This ftupendous fabric 
. ** was begun and ended in ^ lijnuner.'' Univerf-'H^ft, y. 6* 
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of craggy nSoubt^nS ; and of i mighfy:*' king 
(uperipr to advcriky, tho* forced to abandon this 
crown, and eVen Jiis life. You will dcfcribc' tooi 
ihe .glorioU3 vifl:or*s double triumphj otfjt of Which 
was the firft that Was ever gained over that iiicildrfi 
^till then fubducd, as the other will be thl 
laft. There is one difficulty however, ^dt very 
confiderable one it is,* whei^eco flhd estptuflkmi 
equal to the grandeur of thefubjeft •, & difiktilty 
which feems ainroft infuiperaible eVun to yoUT 
elevated genius^, tho'. capable. of rifingtotht 
moft f^blime fubjedh. < Somethiifig too ttere 1*411 
be of labor in 'reconciling tfeofe "barbarous anii 
■uncouth natne^: efpeclally that of the * 'king 
Wmfelf, to the i&rniony x£ .Grecian *:iian>ber4. 
There is ndthiAg/ howevelpf-fo hard that aff'ftad 
induftry canhotyat ieaft, mitigate, if not abfolutely 
■fubdue; Jf Homer is dlbwi^d to cortttaft or lenjf- 
then, or change even Gredan names, "Which 4lic 
nothing harlh tothe eatr, - in order to make them 
^ruit more fmoothly in his verfej^why Ihould^dfc 
^feme liberty be t-efofed to you^ efpecially. fined iCis 
/ .. v necteiBty, 

c Decebalus, king of th<s Dici^s; wtio rather thanT^'lA- 
•to the hands of the conqueror, or'liye in dcpcndance^ pBt a^ 

end to his own life. ^^ 

• . d.From hence Catanaops coi^eOUre^, ram the qffiTO^'ft 

Orofius, that the true name of this king wa? Diurpaneus, which, 
'was afterwards changed by the Greek and Latia writers, to 

Decebalus*. 
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mcdfity^ not aflfeftation, that pleads for that in- 
dulgence ? Come on then, my friend, and after 
jiaviog, as poets are wont, invoked the gods, 
And among the reft, that divine hero's *, whofe 
mighty deeds and deep counfds you are going 
to celebrate, loofen all your cordage, fpread every 
(ail, and then, if ever, lauch forth with the full 
flow of your unbounded genius : — for you muft 
allow me to be poetical, when I am talking to a 
poet. . And now I infift that you fend me every 
part, as foon as it has received your lafi: finiihing 
touches ; and even before, while it is only a rude 
Iketch, and yet in embryo. You will tell me, that 
a detached piece cannot pleafc, like one entire de- 
iign, nor an unfiniihed plan be as agreeable as a 
complete performance. I am very fenfible it can- 
not, and therefore (hall confider it only as a work 
in its firft rudiments, as a feparate and disjoined 
member; an4 ihall faithfully lay it up in my 
fcrutore, tq wait your laft hand. Indulge me 
itben, with this inftance, above others, of your 
:a&6tion, that you fufFer me to be privy to 
what you would choofe to conceal even from 
every body* In a word, tho* the more time 
and caution you take in communicating yoitr 
works^ the more, poffibly, it may heighten my 
., ap- 

* Trajan 
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approbation of the poet, yet the lefs you ufe of 
either upon this occafion, the more I ihs^U certain^ 
ly love and applaud the friend. FareweL 

LETTER F. SIoGbminius. 

OU R friend Macrinus is pierced with the 
fevereft affli&ion. He has loft his wife ! a 
lady, whofe uncommon virtues would have ren-^ 
dcred her an ornament even to antient times. 'He 
lived with her thirty nine years in the moft un^ 
interrupted harmony. How refpedful was her be- 
havior to him ! and how did fhe herfelf deferve 
the higheft veneration, as fhe blended and united 
fn her chara^r, all thofe amiable virtues that 
adorn and diftinguiih the different periods of fe- ' 
male life ! It (hould, methinks, afford great con^ 
filiation to Macrinus, that he has thus long eh~ 
joyed fo exquifite a blefling. But that refledlion 
;feems only fo much the more to imbitter his 
]o& ; as indeed the pain of parting with our hap- 
ipine^s, ^ili rifes in proportion to the length of its 
iicontinuance. I cannot therefore but be greatly 
rahxious for fo valuable a friend, till this Wduncl 
-to his peace IhalL be in a condition. to admit of 
proper .applications. Time however, together 
with the neceflity of the thing, and even a fatiety 
of grief itfelf, will beft effeft his cure. FarewcL 

LET- 
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LETTER VI S'tf Mont ANUS. 

MY laft letter has by this time, I imagine, in- 
formed you, that I obferved lately upon a 
monument ereftcd to the memory of Pallas, the 
following infcription : I'be * fenate decreed to bim 
as a reward f&r bis fidelity and affeSiim to bis pa- 
tronsy the honour of the Pratorian omdmentSy ^toge* 
tber vdth the fum of. five tfdUions of fefteraes : bu$ 
be was contented with accepting only the honor* 
I afterwards thought it worth while to fearch for 
%hh decree, and found it run in a ftrain fo very 
^ray^ant that this proud infcription feem^ 
modeft and hutbbie to ^f. The/elogiums which 
have been given to the moft illuftrious Romany 
I do not fay thofe of more remote antiquity, a^ 
.the Scipios, and the Mummii ( but (to come 
nearer our owa times) the Marii, the.Syllas, anil 
the Pontipeys, fall infinitely fhort of thofe which 
have been laviihed upon Pallas. Was it a fpi- 
rit of banter, ihall I fuppofe, or a principle qf 
^flavery that produced this decree ? I would afcribe 
it to. the former, were not raillery unbecoming 
the dignity of the fenate, Muft it be attribut- 

* See B. 7, let. 29th, and tlie notes thtrc. 
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ed then to th^ moft abjeft fubjeftion i Yet whq i» 
fo wretchoily funk as to ftibmit to fuch meanncfs ! 
Qr was it the lutt of ambition that g^^e birth to 
this decree, and the author, perhaps^ propofed it 
with a view of paving the way to his own ad-* 
van^reittent ? But whom can we fuppofe fo mad as 
to defire to raife hhnfclf at the expence both of his 
own and the public honor, and that in a communi-^ 
ty where to be firft in rank was only to be firil in 
flattery cf Pallas? Not. to mention their ofifering to 

a flave the Praetorian honors ; they were flaves 
themfelves who did fo : to pafs by that part of 
their decree, where they fay that Pallas ou^t not 
only to be intreated, but xrompeiled to wear the ^ 
golden ring ; no doubt it was not confiftent with 
the dignity of the fcnate, that a perfon of Praetorian 
rank Ihould wear an iron one : not to take notice, 
I fay, of thefe flighter inftances, let us obfcrvc the 
following very extraordinary claufe : The Jinate 
(and was it not piiiified after fo vile a pollution f) 
tkefenate returns thanks to Claudius^ not oriy fofthe 
honor Me mention he himfelfv)as pkafed to make of 
PaUaSy but for the opportunity afforded the houjt 
cf tefiifying their good will towards him. It was 
highly, to the credit, no doubts of the fenate not to 
Vol. 11. Ff appear 

^ None but knights and fcnators had the ptivUego of wear*' 
lag a gold'ring ; as an iron one was a badge of fervitade« 
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appear deficient in point of gratitude to Pallas ! 
It goes on : That Pallas^ ta whom every man accord-^ 
ing to his abilities^ acknowledges his obligations^ may 
receive the juft reward of his fidelity andjingular 
fervices. Would one not imagine that he had ex- 
tended the bounds of the empire, or, at leaft, pre- 
ferved the armies of the ftate ? But it proceeds : 
Jince no occajion more agreeable could prefent it f elf to 
the fenate and the Roman people, of exercijing their 
liberality, than an opportunity of rewarding one who 
bad proved himfelffo honeji and difinterejied a guar- 
dian of the emperor" s finances — Such was the glori- 
ous ambition of the fenate at that time ; fuch the 
higheft pleafure of the people ; fuch the moll a- 
greeable occafion of exerciling their liberality, to 
have an opportunity of exhaufting the public trear 
fures upon Pallas ; It follows •, the fenate ther^ore 
voted that five million of fefterces fhould be paid him 

out of the treafury^ and, as he has a foul far above 
defires of this kind, that the^ emperor fhould be fo 
much the moreflrongly intreated to ufe his authority 
with Pallas, to oblige him to comply with the incli-: 
nation of the fenate. Nothing more indeed fcemed 
wanting to complete this extraordinary fcene, than 
that the iipperial authority fhould interpofe ; that 
Pallas Ihould be preffed^rq yield to the fenate v that 
;* Caefar himfelf Ihguld be called in. to oppofe this 

..-..::: . infolent 
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infolerit piece of felf-denial, left the humUe Pallas 
ihould refufe fifteen millions of fefterces ! He re* 
iufed neverthelefs, the oflfer the public made him 
of this immenfe fum ; the only thing he could pof- 
fibly have done more arrogant than accepting it. 
Yet even this the lenate applauded, and feems to 
lament it in the following claufe; But whereas our 
exceUent prince and father of his country has^ at the 
infiance of Pallas^ exprejfed his dejire to have that 
fart of the vote remitted which relates to the giv^ 
ing him five million of fefterces out of the treafury^ 
the fenate declares^ that it was with much willing- 
nefs and great juftice th^ voted^ among/i other ho- 
nors j the fame intended fum to PallaSy upon account 
of his fidelity and vigilance : however^ in compli-* 
^mce with the emperor'' s inclination^ which they 
think cannot without impiety he oppofed in any in* 
fiance^ they obey it even in this. Figure to yourfelf 
Pallas entering his proteft, as it were, againft the 
decree of the fenate; moderating the honors whidh 
were offered him^ and refufing, as fomething much 
more valuable, the fifteen millions, when at the 
fame time he accepted the Praetorian ornaments, as 
a prefent of an inferior nature; Reprefent to your- 
felf Caefar yielding to the intreaties of his freed- 
man in the face ^f the fenate, or rather indeed, o- 
beying his commands \ for in fuch a cafe, to pro- 

F f 2 pofe^ 
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pofi^ is to command. Imagine the fenate declar* 
iBg in every claufeof this decree, that it was with 
great willingnefs and juftice the houfe intended, 
among other honors, to prefent Pallas with this 
fum. ; and that it would have perfifted in doing fo, 
but for the inclination of the emperor, which it 
was impious in any point to oppofe ! Was it ow- 
hig then only to the obfequioufnefs of the fenate, 
and the modefty of Pallas, that he did not carry off 
fifteen millions out of the trcafury ? And was it in 
this inftance, of all others, that they woyld have 
made an exception to their obedience, if they had 
thought it right to have done fo in any ? And now, 
after all this, you will imagine perhaps, that you 
are got to the end. Have patience however, theiie 
is ftill fomething more remarkable behind : Jnd 
whereas it is bigbfy g^pedienty that the generous dif* 
fofiUon of the emperor to apprcyue and reward me^ 
rity Jhould be every whei^ made known and cekbrat- 
idy efpedaUy in fucb places where thofe who have 
the care snd adminijlration of his affairs, may be ex^ 
cited to m imitation \ and whereas the approved 
fiddity and integrity of Pallas mayfiir up others ts 
endeavor atfo laudable an emulation — It is therefore 
fefolvedy that the memorial which the emperor read 
to tie fenate the 2Sth of January lafi^ together with 
the decree of the fenate thereupon^ fhall be engraven 

in 
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in tablets of brafsj-and bung up near the martial fia^ 
tue *" of Julius Cafar. It was not, it feems, fufficient 
that the fenate alone fhould be witnefs to this com- 
plicated di%race ; but themoft frequented place in 
all Rome was chofen, in order to difplay it to that 
and future ages : it was decreed, that all the honors 
of a moft infolent flave, both thofe which he re- 
fufed, and thole which, as much as in the authors 
of the decree lay, he had boijie, (hould be infcribed 
in brafs : the Pr^torian honors decreed to Pallas 
were infcribed, like antient treafties or facred laws, 
upon public and everlafting monuments of brafs! 
fo great was their—— I know not what name to 

give i t " that the emperor chofc to difplay his 

wettkneis, the fenate its meannefs, and Pallas his 
infolence in the face of all the world ! the fenke 
was nbt afhamed to palliate this turpitude with 
the fliew of a reafon ; and a noble one, in truth, 
it was, even that others might ie encouraged by the 
rewards conferred on Pallas^ to a laudable emula- 
tion of bis conduSf ! Thus contemptible were all 
honors render'd^ even thofe which the noble 
Pallas did not difdain to accept ! And yet there 
were found perfons of rank and birth, who were 
fo hutnble as to defire and follicit thofe very ho«^ 
Oors| Irhichthey thus (aw conferred ppon a freed* 

F f 3 man, 

f In the Fonvm: 
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man, and offered by flaves. Happy for me that I 
was not born in thofe times^ which I cannot help 
bluftiin^ for, as if I had aftually lived in them! 
and I doubt not, they raife the fame fentimcnts in 
You. I know the honeft warmth of your temper, 
and am perfuaded, tho' I may perhaps in fome pla- 
ces^ have been tranfported into a higher ftrain of 
expreffion, than is fuitable to the epiftokry ftyle, 
you will rather think I have fhcwn too little, than 
too much indignation. Farewel. 



w 



f^ETTER VII r« Tacitus. 
HEN ycm fent me your Treatife, it was 



not (as you are pleafed to fay yourfelf) as 
one matter or difciple, would communicate his 
works to another, but with the condefcenfion of a 
preceptor to his fcholar \ for in that relation I muft 
confider myfelf to you. Accordingly you fummon 
me to my ftudies, while I am ftill playing the tru- 
ant and prolonging the Saturnalian ' holy-days. — 
Tell me now, could I have made you a more ftifF 
and auckward compliment, or given a ftronger 
proof, that I am fo far from deferving to be your 
inftruftor, that I am not even worthy to be your 
py->;ip However, I., will "take upon myfelf the 
charafter you have invefted me v/ith^ and exert 

the 

• . . . * 

? SeeB,-2. let. f7. note 2, 
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the authority you have given me over your book.* 
And with fo much the more freedom, as I have 
hothing to fend you of my own in return, upon 
which you may take your revenge. Farcwel. - 

LETTER Fill. 3V Romanus. 

HAVE you ever feen the fource of the rivicr 
* Clitumnus? As Inever hear'd you men- 
tion it, I imagine not -, let me therefore advife 
you to do fo immediately. It is but lately indeed 
J had that pleafure, and I condemn myfelf for not 
having feen it fooner. At the foot of a little hill, 
covered with venerable and fhady cyprefs^trees, a 
fpring ifTues out, whichgufhing in different and un- 
equal ftreams, forms itfelf, after feveral windings, 
into a fpacious bafon, fo extremely deai) that you 
may fee the pebbles, and the little pieces of nioncy 
which are ** thrown into it, as. they lie at the bot- 

. Ff 4 torn. 

« Now called Clitumno : it rifes a little below the village of 
Campello tm Ombria. The Inhabitants near this river itill re- 
tain a notion, that its waters are attended with a fupernatural 
property, imagining it makes the cattle white that drink of it : 
a quality for which.it is like wife celebrated by many of the I4- 
tin poets. See Addifon's Travels . ' 

^ The heads of confiderable rivers, hot springs,, large bodies 
of (landing water. Sec, were efleemed holy among the Romans 
and cultivated with religious ceremonies. Magnorum flumi^ 
tmrn (fays Seneca) capita reveretnur i fubita ex abditfi vaftiam- 
nh irufth eras bain ; coluntur alarum caUntium fontes^ {*f 

' ' ' fiagna 
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tom» From thence It is carried off not jb much 
by the declivity of the ground, as by its own 
ftrength and fulnefs. It is navigable alnioft as (oon 
as it has quitted its fource, and wide enough to ad* 
mit a free paflage for veffels to pafs by each other,- 
as they fail with or againft the ftrcam. The 
current runs fo ftrong, tho' the ground is level, 
that the large bftfges Which go doWft th^ river hare 
no oc^aflon to make ufc of th^ir oaffe $ while thofe 
Which afcend> fihd it difficult t6 adVaiiee, fevctt #}tli 
the'altiftance of oars and Jioks : afid this VlffiWdfc 
()f labor aiid eafe, i& exceedingly amuflftg Wheli 

6ht fails vLp and down merely for plfeafurfe- Thfe 

feariks on eAch fide afe Ihaded with Ihi verdurfc 
of great numbets of ^ and p6^1af tfeefe, ak 
cJlearly and diftihftly feeft in tht fti-eamj as i^ they 
WWe aaually funk ih it. The watfet h c6ia as 
fnbw, aiid a^ whitd too. Near it ftands an antient 
?ftd veriei^abie temf)le. Wherein is pitted the riVer^ 
god Clitumnus cloathid in a robe, whofe immedi- 
ate prefence the prophetic oracles here delivered, 

faffidently tcftify, Several little chapels Are feafttr- 

ed 

fidgnaqv^eiafn^ *t)elo pacitM^ weiimmentaaltit^/acfamat. £p. 
41. It wascuftomaiy to throw little pieces of money into tkofe 
fountains, lakes, &c, which had the reputation of being facred^ 
as a mark of veneration fqr thofe places, and to render the pre- 
siding deities propitious. Suetonius mentions this practice, in 
the annual vows which he lays the Roman people xnadiB io\ ^ 
^^thpf Aupibs^ Suet, ifi yit. Aug, 



t 
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ed round, dedicated to particular gods diftinh 
guiihed by -different names, and fome of thetn 
too prefiding over difFerent fountains. For, bcfides 
the principal one, which is, as it were, the parent of 
all the reft, there are feveral other leffer ftreams, 
which, taking their life from various fources, lofe 
themfelves in the river ; over which a bridge is 
built, that feparates the facred prart from that which 
lies open to common uie. Veflels are allowed 
Co tome above this bridge, but no petibn is pier* 
mitted to fwim, *" except beloW it. The ^ Hifpel'« 
htes, to vrhotn Auguftus gave thii place, fumiih 4 
public bath and likewife enteitain all ftrangens, tt 
their Own expenCe. Several villas, attnufled by thd 
beauty of this river, are fituated upon its bordcrft* 
Ih ihort, every obje6^ that ptefents itfelf will 
afford you tntertainmenL You may alfo amui^ 
yourfelf with tiumberlcfii ifUcriptiohs, th^ att 
fixed upon the pillars and walls by different peribns^ 
l^ebrating the virtues of the fountain, and the di« 
vinity that prefides over it There are many 
of them you wiU greatly admire^ as there ait 
fome that will make you kugt^ : but I muft cOr- 

^ 'the touch of a naked body was dioaght to pollute thi^p 
tl)nfeerat)^ waters^ as appears frotn k paS^gi in Tictta's, 1. 14. 

9 (iil^t^nts of a tpwivin Oinbriai now o^ed S|>ellp. 
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reft myfelf when I fay h ; you are too humane, 
I know, to laugh upon fuch an occafion. Fare- 
wel. 

'> 

LETTER (XL To Vrsvs. 

> • 

11" is long fince I have taken either a book, or 
a pen in my hand. It is long fince I have 
known the fweets of leifure and rcpofe ; fince 
I. have known^ in ftiort, that indolent, but 
agreeable fituation of doing nothing, and being no^ 
thing : fo much have fhe affairs , of my friends 
engaged me, and prevented me from enjoying 
the pleafures of retirement and contemplation- 
There is no fort of ftudies, however, of confe- 
qucnce enough to fiiperfede the duty of friend- 
(hip : On the contrary, it is a facred tye which they 
thcnafelves teach, us moft religioufly to prefer ve. 
Farewcl. 

LETTER X.. To Fasatvs^ 

YOUR concern to hear of my wife's mis- 
carriage, will be equal, I know, to the 
earncft defire you have that we fliould make yoij a 
great-grand-father. The inexperience of her youth 
rendered her ignorant that flie was breeding j fp 

that 

*' His wife> grand-father. 



y 
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that flie not only negleded the proper precautions, 
but managed herfelf in a way extremely unfuit- 
able to a perfon in her circumftances. But Ibe 
has feverely attoned for her miftake, by the utmoft 
hazard of her life. Tho* you Ihould (as rnofl: cer- 
tainly you will) be afflided to fee yourfelf thus dif- 
appointed in your old age, of the immediate hopes 
of leaving a family behind you •, yet itdeferves your 
gratitude to the Gods, that in the prefervation of 
your grand-daughter, you have ftill reafon to ex- 
peft that blefling : an expedation fo much the 
more certain, as Ihe has given this proof, tho' 
an unhappy one indeed, of her being capable of 
bearing children. Thefe, at leaft, are the reflec- 
tions by which I endeavor to confirm my own 
hopes, and comfort myfelf under my prefent difap- 
pointment. You cannot more ardently wifh to 
have great-grand-children, than I do to have chil- 
dren, as the dignity of both our families feems to 
open to them a fure road to honors, and we fliall 
leave them the glory of defcending from a long 

» 

race of anceftors, whofe fame is as extenfive as 
their nobility Js antient. May we but have the 
pleafure of feeing them born, it will make us a- 
niends for the prefcnt difappointment ! Parewel. 

LET- 
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LErrER XL to HispuLLA.* 

WHen I conCder that you love your niece 
even more tenderly than if ftie were your 
own daughter, I ought in the firft place td inform 
you of her recovery, before I tell you Ihe has 
been ill ; that the fentiments of joy at the one, 
may leave you no leifure to be afflifted at the 
other. Tho* I fear indeed, after your firft tranf- 
poits of gratulation are over, you will feel fomc 
concern, and in the midft of your joy for the dan- 
ger fhe has cfcaped, will tremble at the thought 
of that which flie has undegone. She is now, 
however, in good fpirits, and again reftored toher- 
felf and to me ; as Ihe is making the fame pro- 
grefs in the recovery of her ftrength and health, that 
flie did in the lofs of them. To fay the truth, (and 
I hjay now fafely tell it you) Ihe was in the utmofl 
hazard of her life 5 not indeed from any fault of her 
own, but a little from the inexperience of her youth. 
To this muft be imputed the caufe of her mifcarriage, 
and the fad experience flie has had of the confequence 
Of not knowing (he was breeding. But tho* this 
misfortune has deprived you of the confolation of 
a nephew, or niece, to fbpply the lofs of your bro-- 
thcr •, you muft remember that bfefling fcems ra- 
ther 

» Hi| wife'? ^unt* 
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ther to be deferred than denied, fince her life 
is preferved from whom that happinefs < is to be 
expefted. I intreat you then to reprcfent thi3 
accident to your ' father in the moft favorable 
light -, as your fex arc the beft advocates in cafes 
of this kind. Farewel. 

L EfttER XII To MivuTiANUs. 

T Beg you would excufe me ^his pne.day : Titi- 
^ nius Capitp is to recite a performance of his. 
md I knpw notwhethfcr it is mofl; my inclination^ 
or my duty to attend him. He is a man of a ipioit 
amiable difpofition, apd juflly to be number^4 
among the brightett ornaments of oiir age: 
lieftudioufly cukiv^tes the poUte arts himfelf, an^ 
geoeroufly admires and encourages them in others* 
To feveraji who have di^nguifhed themfe|ves by 
their compofitions, he has been the defcaccy tto 
refuge, and the reward s as he aifords a glorious 
model and example to all in general. In a wv4m 
he is the reftprer and reformer pf learning, i^qv 
^hs ! well nigh grown obfolete aod decayed* Hkk 
houfe is open to every man of genius whp lyis asy 
works to rehearfe ; and it is not th^re alpnc thae 
he attends thefe aOipmbUes with the mofi: ohli^ng 

good 

» Fabatusp grand-father to Calphomia, Pliny*s wife. 
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good natuit. I am fure at leaft he never once ex- 
oifed himfelf from mine, if he happened to be at 
Rome. I Ihould therefore with a rtiore than ordi- 
nary ill grace refufe to return him the fame favor, 
as the occafion of doing it is peculiarly glorious. 
Should I not think myfelf obliged to a man, who, 
if I were engaged in any iaw-fuit, generoufly at- 
tended the caufe in which I was interefted ? And 
am I lefs indebted, now that my whole care and 
bufineis is of the literary kind, for his affiduity 
in my concerns of, this fore ? A point which, if 
not the only, is however the principal inftance 
wherein I can be obliged. But tho* I owed him no 
return of this nature ; tho* I were not engaged to 
him by the reciprocal tie of the fame good ofBceS 
he has done me; yet, not only the beauty of his 
extenfive genius, as polite as it is feverely cor- 
reft, but the dignity of his fubjeft, weuld 
ftrongly excite me to be of his audience. He ha^ 
written an account of the deaths of feveral illuftri- 
ous perfbns, fome of which were my particular* 
friends. It is a pious office then, it flibuld feem^ 
as I could not be prefent at their obfequies, to 
attend, at leaft this (as I may call it) their funeral 
oration ; which ti^o* a late, is however for that 
reafon, a - more unfcljpedted tribute to their me-' 
mories. Farewel. 
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LETTER XIIL To Genialis. 

I Much approve of your having read my ora^ 
tions with your father. It is highly for youi^ 
advantage to learn from a man of his eloquence^ 
what to admire in compofitions of this kind, and 
what to condemn -, as you will at the fame' time 
be trained up in an habitual cuftom of fpeaking 
your real fentiments. You fee whofe fteps it isyoii 
ought to follow ; and happy are you in having a 
living example before you, which is at once the 
neareft and the nobleft model you can purfue! In 
a word, that he whom nature defigned you Ihould 
moft refemble, is, of all others, the perfon whom 
you Ihould moft imitate. Farewel. ^ 

LETTER XW. r^ Aristo* 

AS you are no lefs acquainted with the political 
laws of your country, (which include the 
cuftoms and ufages of the fenate) than with the ci- 
vil, I am particularly defirous to have your opini*- 
on, whether I was miftaken in an affair which late- 
ly came before the houfe. This I requeft, not with a 
view of being direfted in my judgment as to what is 
f)affed,(for that is now too late) but in order to know 

how 
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how to conduft myfeif, if any cafe of the fame na- 
ture fhould hereafter arife. You will alk, perhaps, 
why I apply to you for information concerning a 
point, wherein I ought to be weU inftruftecj ? But 
the tyranny * of former reigns, as it infr^duqed a 
negleft and ignprance pf all other parts of ufefui 
klipwledge, fo particularly of what relates to th? 
culloms pf the fenat^ ; for who is there fo tamely 
induftrious as to defire to learn, what he can msiver 
have an opportunity of putting in prafticc ? Befules, 
\x, is not very eafy to retain even the knowledge 
one has acquired, wjiere no occafion of eicercifwg 
it occurs. Hence it wa&> that Liberty, at her ** 
return, found us ii^ th^ ijtipoft ignor^wKe wd ^n*. 
experience ^ and thiiJ5 W> t^i^ warjafitti of our e^g??:^ 
nefs to tafte her fwaets, we are fon?etinies hurried 
on to a6tion, ere we are well informed in what 
manner we ought to aft. But by the inllitution 
cf pur anceftprs it was wifely provided, that the 
young flwuld learn froni the old, not pnly by 
precq)t, but by th^ir own obfervation, hpw X(f 
bf;h*Ye in thiat fphere, wh^r^in they were one 
day ttierofelves tp ijjove » a? thefe, in their turn^ 
tfa^fiiVtted the fame method of inftruftion tp 
tiaiwf cj^ldren. Uppn this principle it wa$, thaf^ 

the 

* Thofe of Nero and Domitlan. 
^ When Trajan received the empire. 
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the youth were fent early into the army* that by 
being taught to obey, they might learn to com- 
iriand, and whilft they followed others, might 
be trained up by degrees to be leaders themielves. 
And thus, when they were candidates for any of- 
fice, they were obliged to ftand at the entrance of 
the fenatei that they might be fpeftatoits, before 
they were admitted parties in the public council 
of the empire. The father of each youth was his 
inftrudor upon thefe occafions, or if he had none^ 
fome peifon of years and dignity fupplied the 
placf? of a father. Thus they were taught by that 
fureft method of difcipline, Eicample, how far the 
right of propofing any law to the fenate extended j 
what privileges a fen^tor had in delivering his opi- 
nion in the^houfe ^ the power of the magiftrates in 
that affembly, and < tiie' rights of th^ reft of the 
members ; where it is proper to yield, and where 
to infift ; when and iiowlor^ to fpeak> and when 
to be filent > how to diftinguilh and feperate con- 
trary opinions * , and how* to improve upon a for- 
mer motion: in a word, they learnt by this means, 
whatever relates to the coridua of a man aft 
Vol. IL G g a 

a If any opinion propofed to the Senate, was thought too 
gene»l, and to indudc fcveral dHKnA articles, fome of which 
might be approved, and others rejeded, it was nfirid to require 
that it might be divided ; and this they fomedmies did by a 
general voice of the afiembly, crymg out di'ujle, divide. 
Midlct. Treat, on the Roman^^nate. 1 37. 
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a mcmfber of the fcnatc. As for myfcif, h is true 
indccdr I ferved in the army when I was a youth; 
but it was at a time wli^n courage was fufpe^bed^ 
and cowardice honored ; when the generals were 
without authority, and the foldiers without mo- 
defty i when there was neither difcipline nor obe- 
dience, < but all was riot, diforder, and confufion j 
in Ihcfrt^ when it was happier to forget, than 
remember what &tii learnt. I attended likewif© 
irt «fty youth the fenate, but a fenate that was mute 
and diipitited J where it was dangerous to fpeak 
one^s fertttmeAts, and infamous to be filent. What 
fatirfaSk^ in learning, or indeed what could be 
learrrti 'i*4i8fc Ae fenate fat^ in the utmoft indolence 
w afifei "Nvfth the Wgheft infamy \. w'hen they 
were eoh«ned eidier-foi' cruel or ridiculous pur- 
pofes ^ i and wK^n thdr"difiberatioris were never ' 

r ' • • » 

...... c . leri- 

* ThilbnrA fityi^ ^T Jav^ftlwiU^rcn^ ji(a cwmnent upoa 
tills ^ai&^r where he acquaintis^ las that a turbet of a moil en- 
ormous' fize being brought to D($niitiany 6e imntediatety con- 
.v:^edt)n^li9«^lryint>Tdertoc0a&kiv noAner it fhonlc) 

be drefled.. * The poet mentions the names of the perTons 'who 
fpdce in-tli^ temarkable debate, and their fevmix)pinionsup-' 
on a queilion fo important, concluding his fatire with thi» 
pathetic wifh: 

Atque vtinam bis potius ffugts tota ilia dedtjfet 

^tmforafamiti^e^ claras fuihus uhfiulit urhi 

lilvjirifqut animas imftme /^ Sat. 4^ 

Ah I at tfttis dtf , that he teki fpent the reft. 
And £a& dtrereign had oafy been a jeft ! 
Nor IU)me hernobieft blood had tamely firoa 
Flow unreveng'd!< 



furious, tho^ 6ften f^d. But I Wa^ npt onlf a wi<^ 
nef$ (0 thi^ Ccene pf wretchednefsi a^ a fpe£)tator; . 
I bore my (hare of it toa as a fenator^ and b(^h 
fanr andfuffered under it for many years } whkh 
fo broke and dairiped iny fpirits^ that they luiVe 
not c^en yet been able fiilly $o recsoVer them^ 
ielil^s. It is but a ihoit time (and it f^tps & 
much the JBiorter in proportion to its happineis)^ 
fino! we could take any pkaiurein knowii^ yfhat 
relates to, or in eKrcifihg the duties of our fta*f 
lioii. ^ Upon the& coniiderations^ tfaecdbrelmay 
rea^tiably< intreat yqu^ m the ficft place^ to par^ 
don. my en^or^ (if I hive been guilty: qf one) ^d. 
in the h^xt, to guide mcout of it by yburiiiper*' 
rioriks^lodge : foit t am fenfihte yoq bahre eraif 
been:oqrioui to exaimpcintD the cmfttetiba xof 
your pantry, both iiviich.refpe& to im jniUic and 
prrvate^itsahtiehtandjnodetn) its general and par^ 
ticular kwSi Lam perfiiaded indeed^ Jls point 
upon wHick I am 'going to confultiydu^ is^fii' 
unufu(Edi that even thole wfaofe great experienceiii 
public bufinefs, muft have niadethemy one would 
imagine, acqudnted with every thing ^f^his na*- 
ture, were either not thoroughly appriied^ orab* 
fblutely ignorant of it^ I Ihall bempre.exeuiable, 
therefore, if 1 happen to have been miftakenj as you 
will gain fo much the higher api^aufe^ if you can 

G$z^ fcr 
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fct me right in an affair^ whkh it is not clear has 
ever yet fallen within your obfervatioh. The en- 
quiry then before the houfe was, concerning the 
death of Afranius Dexter, who being found mur- 
dcr'd, it was uncertain whether ^he feU by his own 
hands, or by thofe of his freedmen; and if the 
latter, whether they committed the fa<5t in ^'ofcc- 
dience to the commands of . Afranius, or were 
prompted to it by their own villainy. After they 
had been' put to the queftion, a certain fenator,. (it 
is of no importance to mention his name, but if you 
are defirous tdknow, it wais myfclf) was for lacquit- 
ting them 4 another prdpofed that they.fliould be 
baniihed for a linniited time; and a thi|iithat they, 
fhould be put to death; Thcfe fey oral- opinions 
were f6« extremely bp{X)lite, that it was impof&ble 
either oFtJiem could iband with the .othcrj :and 
therefore in taking the voices, I thought- they 
, ought to. be-iumbcrcdfepaiately. For what is there 
in con^mcm between the fentimcnts of thofe who 
thoughtthcaccufed defcrved banifhment, aii4 ^oii^ 
who were of opinion they merited djsath ? Nothing 
more, in. truth, than there is between thofe who 
' voted 

« Thofe who dcftroyed thcmfelves, frequently macte tifc of 
the hands of thek fervants for that purpofe. Thus Brutus 
and CafTiusy after the lofs of that fatal battle which decided the 
liberties of Roma, rah eackof them upon the fWords of their 
attendants. Florus \. 4. c. 7. 
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voted for baniflimcnt, and the others who were for 
acquitting the prifoners. Tho* indeed he who Was 
for difcharging them, approached nearer to the ^ 
fentiments of him who propofed exik, than the • 
other who moved that they Ihould fQffer death : 
for both the former agreed at leaft in this, that* 
their lives fhould be fpared, whereas the latter 
were for a capital conviftion. In the mean while, 
thofe fenators who w^re for punifliing widi death, 
and thofe who propofed baniflimeiit, fat together 
0n the fame fide of the houfe ; and thus by a pre- 

# 

fcnt appearance of union, fufpended their real dif- 
agrecnient. I moved therefore, that each of the 
three opinions Ihould be iepanitelyf Cdtinted, and 
that two of them fhould not, underfevor-of a Ihaort 
truce between themfelves, join agasnft the third. ^ 
I infifted that fuch of the members who were Tor* 
capital puniihment, fhouki divide fmmthe others 
who voted for banifhment •, and that thefe two 
diftinft parties ihould not be permitted to form 
^emfelves into a body, in oppofition to thofe 
who declared for acquittal, when they wouMiiinme- 
diately after difmiite again : for it was aot material 
that they agreed in difliking oat propol^l^ fince they 
differed with refpeft to the other two» It leemcd 
very extraordinary, that he who moved the freed- 
mcfi ihould be b^niihed* and theflaves fuffer death, 

<Jg 3 ihoul4 
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fbonkl not be allowed tp join thefetwo in one mO' 
tioHi but that the qpefiion fhould be order'd to be 
puttbthehoi^ein the disjuniftive^ and yet that the 
votes of thpfe who were for inflifting capita pu* 
fitihm^t upon the freedni^ni fhould be taken 
togeth^ with (hofe who were for banifliing them. 
For if in the fofmer inftance, it was reafonable 
ttmt the motion Ihoi^ld be divided, b^c^ufe it 
Comprehended two diftindt things *, I could not 
fee why in the ktter cafe, fqffrages fp extremely 

■ 

dijBferent Should be thrown into the iame fcale, 
Bettnit me ihen, notwithftapding the point is 
dctcrminqd* XQ go oyer it again as if it wcfc 
(till qnidepidedi and to ky before . you thofe rea^ 
f0ns at my eaib, Which I oflftred to tiie Jtoufe in 
the midft of irmch interruption and clamDn Let 
itt fuppqfe chece had been only three judges ap^ 
pointed tp Jbo^ thifi caufe^ one of which was 
of pfnnion tbilt tbe parties in queftibn deferved 
death \ the pther thtf they Ihquld only be ba^ 
irilhed \ and the third that they ought to be ac- 
cpiitted: JObpuldthc two former unite their ftrengtb 
to the deftru£tion of the latter f or ihoi^d each 
of them feparately be beknced } For the firft 
ahd fecond are np mo^e compatible than the 
fecond and third. They ppght therefpnc in the 
fgni^ rnanner to be counted in the ienate as con? 

. tniry, 
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trary, (ince they were delivered as diflferent opinio 

ons. Suppofe the fame perfon had moved, that 

they fhpuld both have been banifhed and put to 

tleath; could they poflibly, inpurfuanceofthisopi* 

nion, have fufFered both puniihments ? Orcouldit 

«have been efteemed as oneconfiftent motion, when 

it united two fuch different things ? Why then 

(houldthe fame opinion, when delivered by diftinft 

perfons,be confidered as one ai^d entire, whichwouli;! 

not be deem'd fo if it were propoled by a iangle 

perfon? Does not the law manifeftiy imply, that 

a difkinAion is to be made between thofe who 

are for .a capital convifkion, and thoie who .ar£ 

.for hanUhment, in the veiry form of words made 

ufe of when the houfe is ordered to divide ? Tm 

who ,ar^ of fuch an opinion^ come on tbisjide ; yoH> 

who are of any other ^ go over to theftie of him 

vohofe opinion you follow. Let us examine this 

form, and weigh every fentence : Tou wbif are qf 

this opinion: that is for inftance,^ you who ai:^ 

for" baniihment, come on this fide % namely,, p^ 

the Xide of him who nioved for baniihment. Frojn 

whence it is clear he cannot remain on the fide of 

thofe who are for death. Tou who are for any 

other: obTerv'e, the law is not contented with 

barely faying another, but Ihe adds any. Now 

can 
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can there be a doubt, whether they who declare 
for a capital conviction are of any other opinion, 
than thofe who propofe exile ? Go ever to the fide 
of him' who ft opinion you follow : does not thfr 
law feem, as it were, to force thofe who are of 
different fentiments, to contrary fides ?• Does not 
the Conful himfclf point but, not only by this fo- 
lemn form of words, but by his hand and gefturc, 
the place in which every man is to remain, or to 
which he b to go over ? " But, it is objedked, if 
this feparation is made between thofe who vote 
for Inflifting death, and thofe who are on the 
** fide of exile, the opinion for acquitting the 
** prifoners muft neceflarily prevail." But how 
does that affedl the parties who vote ? Certainly, 
it becomes not them to contend by every art, 
and urge every expedient that the milder fehtcnce 
may not take place. ^* Still, fay they, thofe who 
♦* are for condemning the accufed either capitally 
** or to banifliment, ftiould be firft let in oppo- 
^ fition to thofe who arc for abfolving thejn, and 
** afterwards weighed againft each othen" Thus 
^ in certain public games, fome are by lot to en- 
gage with the conqueror ; fo, it fecms, in the fc- 
nate there is a 'firft and fecond combat, aqd of two 
different fentiments, the prevailing ope has ftill a 
third tp cpntend with, What ? y^hcn any particu^ 

tor 
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lar opinion is received, do not all the reft fall of 
courfe ? Is it rcafonable then, that one fliould be 
thrown into the fcale merely to weigh down ano- 
ther ? To exprcfs my meaning more plainly : un- 
kfs the two parties, who are for capital pu- 
nifhment and exile, immediately feparatc upon 
the firft divifion of the houfe, it would be to no 
purpofe afterwards to diflent from thofe with 
whom they joined before. — But I am didating 
inftcad of receiving inftruftion. Tell me then 
whether you think thefe Votes Ihould have been 
taken feparately ? My fentiments, .'tis true, pre- 
vailed, neverthclefs I am defirous to know whc- 
, ther you think I ought to have infifted upon this 
. point, or have yielded as that member did who 
declared for capital punifhment ? For convinced, I 
will not fay of the legality, however of the equity 
-of my propofal, he receded from his own opinion, 
and went over to the party for exile ; fearing, 
perhaps, if the votes were taken feparately (which 
he faw would be the cafe) the freedmen would be 
. ?icquitted : For the numbers were far greater on 
that fide than on either of the other two, feparately 
counted. The confequence was, that thofe who 
had been influenced by his authority, when they faw 
themfelves forf^en by his going over to the other 
party, gave up a motion which they found aban- 
doned 



I 
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doncd by the fiift author, and deferted, as it were, 
with their leader. Thus the three opinions were 
refolved at length into two ; and of thcrfc two, 
one prevailed, and the other was rgeded j while 
the third, as it was not powerful enough to con- 
qyer both the others, had only to choofe to which 
of the two it would yield. Farewel. 

LETTER XT. 3'o JuNroR. 

Doubt I have over-burthened yoU by fending 
fo many volumes at once : But if I have, re- 
member you required them of me. Befides, as you 
wrote me word you were likely to reap but little 
from the fruits of your vineyards, I imagined you 
would be at leifure to nap (as we fay) tht fruits 
of learning. I have received the fame bad accoimts 
of my own little farms ; and am myfelf therefore 
at full leifure to write books for you, provided 1 
can but raife money enough to furniih me with 
good paper. For (hould I be jreduced to the 
coarfe and fpungy fort, either I m'uft not write at 
all, or whatever I compofe, whether good or 
bad, muft necerarily undergo one cruel blot! 
Farewel. . ' 

LET' 
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LEfXER WL To Paterkus. - 

THE ficknefs which has lately run thro* 1117 
family, and carried ofFfcveral of my 4d« 
mefticS) fome of them too in the prime of their, 
years, has deeply afflicted me. I have two confo- 
Jations, however, which tho* they are not equal td 
fo confiderable a grief, ftill they are confolattoos^ 
One is, that as I have always very readily rnanu^ 
mized my flaves, theb death does not leem altoge* 
ther immature, if they lived long enough to receive 
their freedom : the other, that I have allowed t^em 
to make a kind of will, which I obfenre as rdligi? 
oufly as if they were l^ally entitled to that privi-^ 
l^e. I receive and obey their kfl: requefts^ as fd 
many authoritative commaiuis, fuffering them 
to difpofe of their efiefls, to whom they 
pleafe ; with this finglc reftriftion, that they 
leave diem to fome in my family, Which 
(o perfons in their fbtion is to be efteemed 
as a fort of common-wealth. But tho* I endca- 
vor to acquiefce under thefe reflexions, yet the 
fame tendemefs which led me to Ihew them 
theie indulgences, ftill breaks out and over-^ 

powers 

a A ifam could acquire no pmperty, l^A conCoq^MAy w«s 
ifici^able by law of making a will 
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powers my ftrongeft refolutions. However, I would 
not wifh to be infenfible to thefe foft impreflions of 
humanity : Tho* the generality of the world, 
1 know, look upon loffes of this kind in no 
other view, th^ as a diminution of their property^ 
ind fancy by cheriihing fuch an unfeeling temper, 
they difcover a fuperior fortitude and good fenfe. 
Their wifdom and magnanimity I fhall not 
&fpute. But manly, I am fure, they are not ; 
for it is the very criterion of true manhood' 
to feel thofe impreflions of forrow, which it 
endeavors to refift i and to admit, not to be above 
. the tvanl of confolation. But perhaps I hav^ de- 
tained you too long upon this fubjeft, — ^tho' not fo 
long as I would. There is a certain pleafurc in giv- 
ing vent to one's grief ; efpecially when we pour 
out our forrow. m the bofom of a friend, who will 
approve, or at leaft pardon our tears \ Fare- 
wel. 

s There is fomething fo uncomraonly. aixuable in this 
famlyPiici^ tbat the reader cannot be difpleafed with being 
(topped a moment to take % fecond view of it . If nothing re- 
xriained of Pliny, but this iingle Tmh of his charadter, we mig^ht 
ncvertheleis, airuredly pronounce of him, that he was ennobled 
by eveiy (bdal virtue : lor as it is certain the greateft iminds 
have ever been moft open to impreflionsof the humane kind; 
fo every moral virtue neceflarily flows from benevolence, as from 
its Que and genuine fource. It is impoiUble a man who has a 
jttft feeling of the calamities of others, can deliberately break 
thro* the moral ties of any kind; becaufe it is certain he can- 
pot do fo, without being the occafion of fufFering to thofe 
who ftwid within the ii^once ^f tlie partiottlAr i^iiion, Tius 

mi 
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IS the feafon with you as rude and boifterow 
as it is with us ? AU here is tcmpeft and mun- 
dation. The Tiber has fwell?d its channel, and 
overflowed its banks far and wide. Thp* the wife 
precaution of the emperor had guarded againft thia 
evil, by cutting feveral other outlets to the river ^ 
it hasneverthelefs flooded all the fields and valleys, 
and entirely overfpread the whole face of thejat 
country, Itfeemstohavegoneoutto meet thpfe ri- 
vers which It ufedtp receive an4carry ofFin one in- 

, ter- 

principle alfo willcVer afford themoft unerting tcftofpatriotifra, • 
or thepia)Uc«ffc.«9nsrf9rthccmclMidiii«lcnpngm 
and domeftic life, can never aa upon the trac notion of liberty, 
in the more enlarged .relations of public concerns. With griAt 
loftice therefore our author makes this generous pnnciplc the. 
evidence of real manhobd i a? Juvenal defcAesa tenderhefs 6^ 
difpofeion to bethe ptincijwa note of drfboftion, which mtwt: 
hasmarked out between the rational and brute creation ; 

4 
0^ 
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Humano generi dare fe ntttura fafetur, 

^^ lacbrymas dtdtti Httc ttofiripars ofHmafmfus. 

_ Siuis enim bofou^ — 

una alienafihicredat mala ? feperathQC 

Nos a gregi iimHrum^^^'^ 5«yr , I J. 1 3 1 • 

Heaven gave the tear humane, % fign coafeft. 
Soft pity dwells within the morufrbrctft ; 
That noblcft paflion noblcft bofoms know ! — -► 
Turn'd ever virtue from another's woe ? 
'Ti$ man's great privilege, the glorious Imc 
That marks from brulc, the human foul divmje^. 
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termingted ftreatn 5 and has driven them back to 

deluge thofe countries, it could not reach it- 

felf. That moft delightful of rivers, the ^ Anio, 

which iecms invited and detained in its courfe b/ 

the charnnlng villas that are fituated upon its banks, 

has almoft entirely rooted up and carried away the 

woods which (haded its borders. It has ovef* 

thrown whole mounfains, and in endeavoring to 

find a pai&ge thro* the ruins that obftrui^ed its 

way^ has forced down houies, and rifes over the 

d^folation k has Occafioned. The inhabitants of the 

hiM countries, who are fituated above the rtach of 

thik inundation, have been the melancholy fpefta^ 

toti of its dreadful efFefts, having feen coftly fur- 

niture, inftrumcotsof huibaodry, ploughs^ and 

iBBcn with their drivers, whole herds of cattle^ 

together with ttunks of trees, and beams of 

the neighboring villas, floating about in different 

parts* Nor indeed have thefe higher places 

them- 
a Now called the TW/rojvr, wjuch fidbinto tbe Tiber about 
three miles from Rome. • The eloquent Bahac, (peaking ofa 
little river» \m a ^Qug)^ which is celebrated hy fiohours : * 
Cette belle iau (f^s he) aime tellement ce pais^ tpidlfk £*vifi 
en mile hrancbes^ ^Jkh mte i^fiiitc deifies & de tours^ ffin de 
iy e^mg{tr ietvfntage. But he is indebted to Pliny for all die 
merit of ity as it is plainly a copy from this pafTa^ : an obfer- 
Tation by no maunl» totcaded as a refteilion upon tbf French 
writer, who has too wmf origimil beauties itf his own, to fuffer 
from a difcovcry of thofe which are not : it is defigued only 
to (hew, that the moft ceiehrated ai}th<» in the epiftolary way 
among the modems^ fiDunAadvanuge i«k converfing with Plixiy. 
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themfelvcs, to which the waters could not rife^ 
efcaped the calamity. A continued heavy rain, as 
deftrudive as the river itfelf, poured down in tor* 
rent$ upon them, and has deilroyed all the endo- 
fures which divided that fertile country. It has da* 
maged likewife, and even overturned fome of the 
public buildings, where numbers have been mife* 
rably buri^ in the ruins. And thus thofe people, 
belides thelo£i of their effe^ have fufieredtheiul^ 
didonaliAiafoirtune of Mnieii^ing their friends. I am 
extrenklyuneafy left this exttsi^^^ ihoul^have 
fpread to you 1 1 beg tberefon^ if it has not, 
you would . immediately eafe me of my fears. 
And indeed I deiire you would inform me tho' it 
fliould i for the4ifference is not great betwe^fear;* 
ingadanger,8ddfteiii^i ekcept that the evil one 
feels has fotne bounds, whereas one^s apprehenfions 
have non^ For w:e can fuSer no more^than what 
aftuaily baSi \m we fear aU that poflibly nu^ have 
happened. Farewel. 



££r- 
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LETTER XFIIL To Rupinus. 

IT is a miftakcn maxim which is generally ad-* 
vanced, that a man*s will is a kind of mirror 
wherein one may clearly fee his genuine charafter4 
We have a late inftance to the contrary in Domi- 
tiusTulIus, who appears a much better man fince 
his death, than during his life. After having art- 
fully encouraged theexpeftations of thdfe whopaid 
court to him, with a view to being his heir, he has 
left his eftate to hi^ niece whom h^ adopted. He 

has^ given likewife fev'cral very confiderable lega- 

*« • . ^ 

cies among his^^faind-children, and ailfo to his 

great-grand-foit. - lii a word, he has> fiiewn him'-^ 

felf a kind relation ^roughout his Whole will i 

which is fb much '^e more to be admired, asi 

it was not expe^ed of him. This kSair has been 

mudi the iubjeft' of converfation « fome reprefent 

him as guilty of the bafeft fallhood and ingratitude \ 

and while they thus complain of him as if they 

.were aftually his difinherited relations, their invec- 

tions betray their own dilhoneft defigns : others on 

the contrary, applaud him extremely for having dif- 

appointed the hopes of this infamous * tribe of men, 

whom, confidering the manners of the age, it is 

but prudence to deceive. They add farther, that 

he 
* See Vol, I. p. 2x9, note*. 
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he was not «t liberty to make any other will, and 
that he cannot fo properly be faid to have left, as 
rieturned, his eftate to his adopted daughter, fince 
it was by her means it came to him* For Curtilius 
Mancia, whofe daughter DomitiusLucanus,brothcr 
to this TuUus, married, having taken a diflike to his 
fonrin-raw, devifcd, his eftate to this young lady, 
(who was the iflue of that marri^e^) upon conditi- 
on thatLucanus her father would ^emancipate hen 
He accordingly did fo^ but fhe* being afterwards 
adopted by XuUus her uncle, the defign of Mancia's 
will was entirely fruftrated^ For thefe two brethers 
having never divided their patrimony, but living 
together as joint-tenants of one common eftate^ the 
daughter of Lucanus, notwithftanding the aA of 
emancipation, returned back again, together with 

her fortune, under the dominion of her father, b^ 
Vot. IL H h means 

^ That is, would make her free: for (as has been obferved 
in the notes above] the power of a father over his children, waa 
vnlimited am(Hig the Romans. It extended not only to their 
fortunes, but their lives, arid was even greater than what the 
laws allowed over their flaves; fpr if a mafter fold his ilave^ 
-who afterwards obtained his freedom, the former owner had 
fid farther claim; whereas, in the cafe of afon, the father's 
right was not abfokteiy exdiiguiihed by felling him, butif 
the fon obtained his freedom, he again came under his domi- 
oion. And this authority could not be wholly difaimuUed till 
the fon had been thrice fold, and as often recovered his liberty; 
^d then it entiilely ceafed. The law veiled the fame powef 
likewife as fully in the adoptive father, as in the natural. Jufti^' 
nian obferves this authority was peculiar to the Roman^^ 
and followed by no other natioa whatfot ver^ Inft. L 1 4 
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means of this fraudulent adoption. It feem^indeed, 
16 have be6n the fate of thefe two brothers, to *be 
enriched by thofe who had the greateft averfion to 
them. For Domitius Afer, by whom they wer6 
adopted , left a will in their favor, which he had made 
eighteen years before his death; tho' it was pWnhe 
had altered his fentiments with refpeft to the family, 
becaufe he was inftrumental in procuring the con- 
fifcatidn of their father's eftate. There is fomc- 
thing) in truth, extremely Angular in the refentment 
of Afcr, and the good fortune of the other two ; 
as it Was very extraordinary on one hand, that 
Domitids Ihould endeavor to extirpate from the 
privileges of fociety, a m^, whofe children he had 
adopted, and on the other, that thefe brothers 
ihould find«a parent in the very petfott that ruined 
their father. But it was highly juft in Tullus, af- 
ter hat'ing been appointed fole heir by his l^other, 
ip prejudice to his own daughter, to make her a- 
nfiends by giving her this eftate which came to hira 
from Afef , as well as all the reft which he poflefled 
in com mon with his brother. His will therefore dc- 
ferves thehigheft applaufe, as it is the diftates of na- 
ture, juftice and honor; wherein he has returned his 
obligations to his feveral relations,according to their 
refpeftive good offices towards him. He has made a 
juft acknowledgment likewife to his wife, having 

be^ 



bequeathed to that ^nsceUeni womaiH who patiently , 
ciidtired mucirtJ|)'on his account, feveral delightftl 
villas, befides a ]arge fu(i> of mdn6y» And ibdeed^ 
flie deferred fo much the more at his hands, ai 
flie was highly cenfured for her marriage with hkn# 
It was thought unworthy a petfon of her raiik and 
fnerit, after having had ia former huibatid t^ 
whom fhe had iffue, to marf y j in the decline of 
her life, m old man, merely for his riches, who^ 
was fo fickly and infirm^ that tven tho* he had 
jjafs^d the beft years of his youth and health with 
her, (he might well have been weary df him* H6 
had fo entirely loft the ufe of all his limbs, that he 
could not move himfelf in bed without afilftanc^ | 
and all the enjoyment he had of his riches, was 
only to contemplate themi He was even reduced 
to the wretched neodSty (whkh indeed one caft-^ 

a" 

not mention without loathing as weU as la- 
menting) of having his teeth wafhed and cleanfed 
by others : dnd ho iifed frequently to fiy, when 
he wto complaining of thd indecencies which hi^ 
infirnutiei dbMgiBid hia to fuffet'i thtt he Was 
every day forotd to take hib fervant's fingers 
kito. his moatk Stilly however^ he llv&d^ and wad 
wilfihg to aeoBpt of life u]^ theft toml) thepre« 
ficrvfldoa of wluch was fardel 
dm of his ifit^ Who^ whatever rt^tadoo^ftiemigbf 

Hha ' lofo 
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lofe at firft by her marriage, acquired great honor 
by her aftcr-condud towards him. — ^Thus I have 
given you all the news of the town, where nothing 
is talked of but TjuUus. It is expe^ed his curiofi- 
ties will (hoFtly be fold by auction. He had fuch 
vaft numbers of fineitatues, which ftood n^leded 
in ; a lumber-room, that he aAually filled a large 
garden with them, the very fame day he pur- 
chafed it.-r*If you have any thing worth commu- 
nicating in return, I hope you will not refufe the 
trouble of writing to me : not only as we are all 
naturally fond of news, but becaufe example has a 
very beneficial influence upon our own conduft. 
Farewel. 

LETTER XIX. To Maximus. 

Y ftudies prove both an entertainment and 
confolation to me: and as thtre is :no 
pldafure I prefer to them, fo there is no unea- 
jinefs they, do not alleviate; In this feafon there- 
fore of dejedUon, occafioned by the indifpoiition 
of 'my ^ife, the • dangerous ficknefs of fomc of 
my fervahts, and the death of others, I fly to my 
books, thofe lovereign compo&rs of my giief. It 
is true,inde5d,^hey teach me a great fenfibility to 
hu^fbmmids, butthey teach me too how to bear them 
99ith more. patience. It is an eftabliflied rule 
*^ 1 with 
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with me, before I publifli any c^f my produftiohs^ 
to take the judgment of my friends upon them, 
efpecially yours. I beg therefore you wduldexamine 
the performance I here fend you ^ with particular 
eare, as I am afraid^ the difquietude of my mind 
may have prevented me from giving it the atteh* 
tion r ought. For tho' I could command my* 
ielf fo far as to fit down to writer I was not maftier 
enough of my heart, to do fo with eafe and chear- 
fulnefs : but if ftudy throws the mind into a 
pleafmg ftate of ferenity, a ftate of ferenity is ne- 
ceffary to throw a grace upon our ftudics. FareweL 

r 

LETTER XX. To Gallus. 

THofe works of art or nature which are 
ufually the motives of our travels,are often 
overlooked and neglefted if they lie within our 
view : whether it be that we areWtuially Irfs inqui* 
fitive concerningthofethingswhkdiiu3eneartJS,wlxile 
w« are puffied forward in purfiiit of remote objefts \ 
or becaufe the calinefs of gratifying a defire, is al* 
ways fure to dimp it ; or, perhaps, that we de- 
fer from time to time viewing, what we know we 
have an opportunity of feeing when we ple^* 
Whatever the reafon be, it is certain there are fe- 
veral rarities in and near Rome, w^igh we ^ave 

H h 3 . ..not 



^86 ne/lMTT^RS 9ookyill, 

m 

pot cmly never feen, but cwn never fo much a^ 
hear'd of : and yet if they had been the produce 
^Greeocy or Egypt, or Afia, or any other coun- 
try which we fidjpire as fru^ful m wonders, chey 
jfirouki bngfincc have bpen the &bje<9t bc^ pf our 
cpovcrfatton w^ iafpeft^on. For myfelf at leaft^ I 
confefs, I h»v^ lately b^n €|itef|;iine4 with one <tf 
thefe curioficies^ to which I was an entire ftrwger 
before. , My wife's grandfather dcfir^d I would 
)opk upon his eftfite near ^ Amerla. As I was waHci* 
ing over his grounds, I was ihewn a lake that liesi 
below them,callQd^Vadimon, whichIwasinfornie4 
had fevcral very extraordinary qualities attending it. 
This raifed my curiofity .to take a nearer view. 
It is formed exaftly circular 5 there is not the 
lead obliquity or winding, but all is regular and 
even as if it had been hollowed and cut out by the 
hand of art. - fb^ color of it's water is clears 
than that of the iea, tho' of a deeper green ; it 
feems by its. tafte:and fmell impregnated wkhiul- 
phur, and is tefteemed of great efficacy in all frac* 
tures of the Hqnbs, .which it is fuppofed to confp- 
Kdate. Tho' it is trut of ^ moderate eictent, yet 
the winds havse a . great eflSbfik upon 'it, throw- 
ing i? into violent commotions. No veflRsk 
' ' are 

, . > . * ■ 

a Now called Amdia, an epifcopal city in Ombria, *^ ' 
' -^ Now called Lago di l^ajunello^ 
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are fuiFered to fail here, as its waters a!re held 
^ facrcd 5 but feveral floating ^ iflands . fwim 
4bout it, covered wit^i reeds and nifties, and 
whatever othpr plants the neigljiboring marlh 
and the borders of the lake produce* i:Thefe 
iflands di&r in their fize and ihape ; but the 
«dges of all of them are worn away by their fre- 
quent coUiHon againft the fhore and one another 
They have equally the faeie hcighth andinotion; as 
their efpedive roots, which arc formed like the 
ked of a boat, may be feen hanginyg down in the 
►water, on which ever fide you ftand. Sometimes 
,tjiey move in a clutter, and feem tp form one entice 
little continent ; fometimes they are dilperfed in- 
different quarters by the winds ; at other times 
when it is calm, they float up and down feparate- 
ly. You may frequently fee one of the larger 
iflands failing ak)ng with a kfler joiped to it, like 
a Ihip with itis long-boat ; or perhaps, feeming to 
ftrive which fliall out-fwim the other : then again 

H h 4 they 

« See above, note »». Let. 8. of this book. 

* The credit of this account does not reft entirely upon 
our author :. Pb'ny the elder mentions thefe floating iflands, 
[1. 2. 95 •] and fo does Seneca, who accounts for them upon 
philofophical principles. [Q^N. 1. 3. 25.] Varcnius fays^ that 
m Honduras, a province in America, there is a fake in 
lyhich are feveral little hiUs planted with fhrubs, &c. 
' toifed up and down by the winds. And he quotes Boethius 
the Scots hiftorian, who affirms that in a large LocJb, called 
Lomond^ch^ in Scotland, there is a floating ifland, upon 
which cattle graze, See Yaren. Gcoi^. vol. I. p. 41 z. 
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chey all affemble in one ftation, and by joining 
themfeives to the fhore, fometimes on one fidfc and 
[ fometimes on the other, make the lake appear con* 
[ fiderably lefs, till at laft uniting in the center 
they reflore it to its ufual fize. The iheep which 
graze upon the borders of this lake, frequently 
go upon thefe iflands to feed, without perceiving 
that they have left the ftiore, 'till they are alarmed 
by finding themfeives furrounded with water; 
and in the fame manner when the wind drives 
them back again, they return without being fen^- 
fible that they are landed. This lake empties it- 
fclf into a river, which after running a little way, 
finks under ground, and if any thing is thrown 
in, brings it up again where the fteam emerges.-^ 
I have given /ou this account,becaufe I imagined 
it would not be lefe new, nor lefs agreeable to you 
than it was to me; as I know you take the fame 
pleafure as my felf, in contemplating the worJfes 

pf nature. Farcwel, 



^ •« 



/.^JV 
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lETTER XXL To Arri anus . 

Nothing, in my opinion, gives a more ami- 
able and becoming grace xp our ftudies, as 
well as our manners, than to temper gravit]^ with 
^ety, left the former ihould degenerate into au- 
fterenefs, and the later run up into levity. Upon this 
maxim it is, that I diverflfy my more ierious 
works with compofitions of a lighter nature. I had 
chofen a convenient place and feafon for fome pro* 
dudions of that fort tc^make their appearance iri ; 
and defigning to accuftom them early to the tables 
of the idle, I fixed upon the month of July % 

when 



* TheJDOiidis of July and Aogoft was a time of vacation 
to the Roman lawy^, the courts of joftice being then lba( 
up, that the farmers might not be intermpted in their hanrefl^ 
obl%ed to att^ their law-fnits at Rom^. 

mffifa ri^irfie 

Dimifift Forum ; tacjam tioi turha rMrum 
Yefiihuk^ fuerulifi rogant exir$ ciittitts $ 
Ciffiat €tntm mcderatrixju^fis bafia^ 

Statins S7I. 1. 4. 
50. 



t I . . I 



Retnnung harveft lUds contentlbn ceafe^ 
And diro' the wrangling Forum all in peace ; 
Ko teazing clients now befiege thy way. 
Nor judges iage the ibkoui fpear difplay. 



However, the coorts^as appeanfrom this letter,wm Ibmetimcs 
lened during this feaf< 
particular emergency. 



opened during this feafon of vacatioB> opon caies, perhaps^ 
(Dtpartii 
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when the courts of juftice are ufually Ihut up, in 

order to read them to fome of my friends at fup- 

per ; and accordingly I placed a delk before each 

of my gup&s. fiut as I ha^^eiied that jnornr 

i^g to be unexpedtedly called away to attepd a 

fa^fe^ I toqk aqcaiGiqn to preface my recital' with 

an apology. J intrcated my audience not to imput? 

it to i^as any want of due regard for tbe-bufinefs 

to which I had invited them, that on the very day 

I had appropriated to read my performances tp 

f6me of my friends, (tho* indeed but few j I di4 

not abftain from ferving others in the aSkir^ 

of the bar. I affured them I woul4 obferve 

the fame rule in my waitings, aad Ihoul^ 

always give the preference to points of impor- 

tance, before thofe of entertainment ; to ferious 

fubjefts, before gay ones ; and to my friends be- 

fort niyfelf. The poems I recited confifted of a 

variety of fubjefts in diflferent meafures. It is by 

fuch arts as thefe, we wbo dare not rely upon the 

fingle force of our g^ius, endeavor tp avoi^ giv- 

5ifl§ pyr reajiers a fatiely. In compliance with 

the earneft folicitation of niy audience, I recited 

for two days fucceffively ^ 'l^it t^ mti^ nianner 

that fevcral praftife, by paffing over the left fhin- 

ing paflages, and makio^ a mjerit^f jb doing : 

4»i the . contrary, I omitted ncH:hing, and freeiy 



4 k • 



j^wped that I did npt. I r^ xhe^wiu>ie, that | 
might corred: the whole ; which it is impoilible 
thofewho only feled particular paffages, fhoulddo. 
The latter method, indeed, may have more the 
appearance of modefty, and perhaps refpedk ; but 
the formerihews greater fimplicity,as^wcH as more 
dffc^on towards the wdjence. jFor the belief that 
a man^s friends have fo much regard to him, 
as not to be weary upon this occsifions, is a iure 
indication of his own Jove for them. To fay the 
truth, one has little obligation to an audience, if 
they affemble merely with a view to their own 
entertainment. He who had rjitheriind his friend's 
perfermance. correct, than make it fo, is to be con*- 
fidered as a ftranger, or one who is to9 indolent 
to give himfelf any troubfe. Your affeftion for 
\|i3tejeaves me no room to doubt, that you are impa- 
tient to, read my bode \ which is yet> however, not 
ripe for your perufal. You ihall do fo, when I 
have correAed it ; which was indeed the defign 
i){ my recital. You are ahready acqu;unted with 
fome parts of it > but even thofe, aftc:r they have 
Jdeen pplifhed (or perhaps fpoiled, as is fon^e^ 
tioKs the cafe by too frequent correlations) wip 
:jfeeqii ^ew to you* For when a compofition has un- 
4eiS€|M various chaog^s^ it contrafts an air of no- 
velty 
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even in dwie parts which retn^ unaltered. 
Farcwel. 



LETTER XXII ToG^mvivs. 

HAVE you never obferved a fort of people, 
•who tho* they are themfelves under the 
abjeft dominion of every vice, (hew a kiiid of ma- 
licious refentment againfl: the errors of others ; and 
are moft fevere upon thofe whom they-moft re- 
femble ? Yet, furely a lenity of difpofition, even 
in perfons who have the leaft occafion for clemency 
themfelves, is of all other virtues the moft be- 
coming. ' The higheft of all characters, in my efti- 
mation, is his, who is as ready to pardon the er- 
rors of mankind, as if he were every day guilty 
of fbme himfelf ; and at the fame time as cautious 
of committing a fault, as if he never forgave one* 
It is a rule then which we fhould upon all acca- 
fions, both private and public, moft religioufly 
obferve, " to be inexorable to our own failings, while 
•' we treat thofe of the reft of the world with^ten- 
" dernefs, not excepting even fuch as forgive none 
** but themfelves •," remembering .always what 
the humane, and, tbereforej as wdl as upon othet 
accounts, thtgreat Thrafca ufed frequently to fay : 

He 
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* He who bates vice^ bates matddnd. You will 
alk me, perhaps, who it is that has given occa* 

fion to theife refledlions ? You muft know a cer- 

. . ' . .... 

tain pcrfon lately — ^but of that when we meetr— 
tho% upon fecond thoughts, not even then, left 
whilft I condemn and expofe bis conduft, I fhould 
zQt counter to that maxim I particularly re-_, 
commend. Whoever therefore, and whatever he 
is, fhall remain in filence : for tho' there may be 
fome ufe, perhaps, in fetting a mark upon the 
man, for the fake of example \ there will be more, 
however, in fparing him, for the fake of huma- 
nity. Farewel. 

V 

LETTER XXIIl To Marcellinus. 

TH E deep concern I am under for the death 
of Junius A^itus j has rendered me incapa- 
ble of bufmefs, ftudy, or amufement, He was in- 
vefted with the ^ laticlave in my houfe j as in all the 

honors 

. * The meaning of thb maxim feems to be, that, as it Is 

* extremely difficult to feperate the adion from the man, we 

^uld not fufier the errors of the world to raife in us thaft 

' acrimony, of indignation, which if well examined, perhaps^ 

will be oftener found to proceed from fome fecret principle of 

malice,, thai^ a jufl. abhorrence of vice-; Satius tfi (as Seneca 

obferves] puhiicoi morei l^ humana 'ott a ^ placiae accipere : a 

I^Bneral philanthropy and univerfal benevolence being Uie moft 

genuine marks, by which virtue diftinguiihes thofe who are 

frilly in her intereft* V this fenfe is admitted, there will be 

no need to fuppofe^ (as fome of the commentators have} that 

imy miilakei&ci\:ptinto (hfitext. - . 

? Seep. 82. note •. . . 
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Honors he folieited, hi ^if^s cbriftaiitly alfifted By my 
iiitercft. I vUli ^d tdo, hfe aiFeiftion and'efteem 
for me were fogf eat, that he formed his niahners, 
and regulated his conduA hy my guidance and di- 
rection : a difpofition: extremely uncommon in the 
youth of this age -, for who among them will 
deign to ftibmit to the eacperience and authority 
of their fuperiors ? They think themfelves at once 
in full poflefteoH of all wifdom aiid knowledge ; 
and without revering or imitating the tirtues of 
atny,imagine they are afufEcient example to them- 
felves. But Avitus'Was of a far different turn \ 
he fhewcd his wifdom, in believing there Werd 
fbme who had more ;. and dtfcovered fats know < 
kdge, in his d^fire to learn. He was ever con- 
fulting his friends upon fome point relating to kis 
ftudies, or his conduA ; and he always returned 
from them with advantage, either by the advice he 
received, or the difpofition he Ihewed. With what 
refpeft did he treat Servianus, one of the moft ac- 
eomplifhed mch of the age ? Avitu.s knew how 
to value fuch uncommon wnat^ « WdJl a$ td 
endear him(elf to ^him in his turn. Accord^ 
ingly when Servianus went lieutenaht froto Ger- 
many into ^ Pannoma, he attoided him a;! Tn* 
bune i not fo much in the character of his fellow* 

Oxncef^ 
» A very cxteniivc province, comptehcAditis; part of An^ 
SpsL, Hongar/^ (stc* 
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olRcef ,^ as of his friend and admirer. With vrhat 
' care and integrity did he execute the office of Qusef- 
' tor unda: it^thX confuls, who all efteemed him, not 
only as an ufef al and experienced oftcer> but as a 
t pleafirig and agreeable contpanion ? With What 
vtidx&t^ ind application did he folicit this very 
''AdileAip, from thtf enjoyment of which he is 
now perrtiatufely fnatched? A^efleftion that gives 
i pecuMaf poignancy to fny affli^ftion for the lofs of 
him. His tiniVailing labors, his frilitlefs follicita- 
tions, and the honor which he merited only, not 
enjoyed, are for ever in my thoughts. The circum- 
ftance of his having firil put on the laticlave under 
rtiy roof ; the firft and the laft fiifFrage I evdr gave 
him \ the conVerfations we have had, arid the con* 
Hsltatioris we have held, all return frelh upon my 
mind. I am ftruck with the moft tender forrow 
when I confider his youth, and refleA upon the 
irreparable . lofs his family has fuftained : an 
aged parent, a young wife to whom he had not 
been married much abote^ a year-, an infant 
daughter juli; born ^ fo many pleafing hopes^ Hi 

mdUiy 

b The iEdiles were at firft two officers cfaofen ont of the 
body of the tommonsy in order to affift the Tribunes in the 
^ifchflirge of £9nie pardcular puts of tbetr office, the cUcsf of 
which was the care of public edifices. Othen were afterwanis 
tiered Out of th^ nobilitfy to rhfytB. pubVc games, deter- 
infaie catlfes relating to the felling or exchanging of eftates, to 
^tipervife the public ftores of com, and other piovifions, &c« 
Ken. Antiq. p. ii6, 17. 
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< ♦ • ' ♦ ■ 

many tender joys^ all reveiied and deftroyed in 

• 

one day ! When he was juft elefted aedile ; whtfl 
he was lately commenced a bridegroom ; when 
he . was newly made a father, he was taken 
from, the midft of thefe enjoyments, and has 
left behind him an honor untailed, a mother 
incdiblable, a widowed wife, and an orphan infant, 
who will have the misfortune of never having 
known her father ! But what encreafes my tears 
upon this melancholy occafion is, that being 
abfent when this accident happened, I nevq: 
knew of his ficknefs, till I heard of his death, 
and had no time to prepare myfelf for this cruel 
ftroke, by previoufly apprehending it! — ^Such is 
the prefent diftrefs of my mind ! — ^You muft not 
wonder then that it is the whole fubjeft of my 
letter ; for I am not able at prefent, to think or 
talk of any thing elfe. Farewel. 



LETTER XXIf^. sn^MAXiMM- 

THE friendfhip I profefs to have for ydUj 
obliges me, not indeed to direft you (for 
you are far above the Want of a guide) but to Re- 
mind you, however, of what you already know^ 
and to admonifh you carefully to obfcrvc and re- 

folutely 
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Iblutely put it iit pradkicc j that is, in other words, 
to know it to all the ffiore ufeful pirrpofes of knowi* 
Icdg^. You will confider yoarfelf as fcnt to that 
noble province, Achaia, the real and genuine 
Greece, where politenefs, learning, and evenagri*- 
culture itfelf, ase fuppofed to have taken their firft 
rife ; as fent to govern a ftate compofed of free 
cities 5 that is, to a fociety of men who breathe 
the fpirit of true manhood and liberty*; who 

main- 



* " It is remarkable, that even after Greece was abforbM 
*'^ in the Roman empire, and became a province to it und^r 
*' the name of Achaia, it did not lofe with its power and fove- 
** reigntjr, that lively fenfe and love of liberty, which was the 
** peculiar character of that people, amongft whom the arts 
^< were produced and broueht to perfection. The Romans, 
*' when they had fubdued Greece, Idft that generous, brave, 
•* polite people, in poiTefli^^n of many of their, rights and pri- 
" vileges. And they maihtained fuch an ardent zealfor libef- 
** ty, that, to name no other inftances of k, when the civil wars 
^* happened in Italy, the Athenians very wannly e^ufed the 
" party of Pompey, who fought for the r^mblic : and after 
** Casfar was killed, they eredled ftatues in honcMr of Brutus and 
** Cafiius, near to thofe of Harmodius and Ariilogiton, their 
<' antient deliverers. It was hence Greece, Athens in partica* 
*' lar, after it was very much fallen and degenerated, conti- 
« nued ftill to be the metropolis of fciences, the fchool of all 
^ the fine arts, the flandard and center of good tafte in all 
1* works of genius, to Cicero's time, and long afterwards ; in- 
^' fomuch that Rome fent its moft illuftrious yOuth to be per-* 
" fe^ed there in polite literature, eloquence^ philofophy, and 
" all the ingenious arts and fciences ; and the emperors who 
« loved learning, if they could not ge to Greece^ and become 
** fcholars there, as Ibme of them did, brought Greece to 
" them, by inviting and receiving inta their palaces, its moft 
<* celebrated profeflbrs ami artifts, and even intpuiting thecdcH 
"^^ cation of their children with Greek mi^vfr. Nowthcxrcon-< 

Vol. XL li *• tinuing 
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maintained the rights they received from Nature, 
by eburage, by virtue, by alliances j in^ a word, 
by civil and religious faith. You will revere 
the Gods and. Heroes their founders ; you will 
refpedt their antient glory, and even their very 
age, which as it is venerable in men, in ftates it is 
iacred* You will honor them therefore for their 
antiquity, and for thofc famous deeds which are 
truly, nay for thofe which are fabuloufly recorded 
•of them. You will indulge them in the full exer- 
cife of their dignity, their privileges, and even their 
very vanity. Remember it was from this nation 
we derived our ^ laws ; that fhe did not receive 

ours 

^* tinuing to excel in the arts and fciences, to what elfe can it 
*< be attributed, but to this, that with foine fmall remains of 
" liberty, they retained the fpirit of liberty, the love of it, and 
<< zeal for it ? It was indeed in confequenceof this alone, that 
they maintained, in fome degree, even till Italy was quite 
over- run with barbarifm,a fovereignty theRomans could not 
take from them ; a fovereignty in fcience, arts, and good 
-•* tafte. 'Tis impoflible to account for it in any other way ; 
** they prcferved the arts in a very great degree, becaufe they 
" retained the fpirit of liberty in a very extraordinary one." 
Turttbull on antient fainting^ p, I GO, 

^ About the year of Rome 300, that is, 45 2 years before 
Chrift, embafladors were fent into Greece, to make a colledi* 
on of fuch laws and cuftoms as the wifdom of that polite people 
had eftablifhed, particularly the famous ones of Solon. At their 
return, thefe laws were approved and confirmed, and, together 
with fome additional ones^were engraven on ten tables of brafs. 
Two other tables of laws were foon afterwards added to thefe, 
which together with the former^; wcJ^t by the name of the 
twekfe tables^ and were looked upon as the fountain of all lavy* 
pubiiC and private. Li^v, L 3, c. 31. Ftrriere BiJl.desLais 
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Qurs by conqueft) but gave us hers by faror. Re- 
member it is Athens that you approach : it .is . 
Lacedapmon you govern \ and to deprive fuch a 
glorious people of the declining fhadow^ the re-^ 
maining name of liberty, would be a hardfhip^ . 
would be even a barbarity of the fevereft kindi 
Phyficians, you fee^ tho' with refped to difeafes 
there is.no difference between freedom and flavery^ 
yet treat perfons of the former rank with mora 
tendernefs, than thofe of the latter. Refleft on the 
noble figure thefe cities once made ; but fo. re- 
fled, as not to defpife tl^em for what they now are. 
Fai* be pride and afperity from my friend ; nor 
fear by a proper condefcenfion^ to lay yourfelf 
open to contempt. Can he who is veftcd with 
the power and bears the enfigns of authority^ can 
He fail of meeting with refpeft, unlefs by purfuing 
bafe and fordid meafures, and firft breaking thro' 
that awful reverence he owes to himfclf ? Ill ^ be- 
lieve me, is power experienced by injuries ; ill can 
terror command veneration, and far more pre- 
valent is affeftion in obtaining ones defires, than 
fear. For terror operates no longer than its objeft 
is prefent, but love produces its effefts at a diftance j 
^d as abfence changes the former into hatred, it 
raifes the other into refpeft. It behpves you there- 
fore, (and I cannot but repeat it again) it behoves 

li 2 you 
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you thoroughly to confider the end of your (^ce, 
and to rcprcfcnt to yourfelf how great and impor- 
tant the tafk is of governing a free ftate. For 
what is more becoming to human nature than well^ 
ordered government, or more valuable than liber- 
ty ? How ignominious then muft his conduct be^ 
who turns the firft into confufion, and the latter 
into (lavery ? To thefe confiderations let me add, 
that you have an eftabliihed reputation to main- 
tain : the £mie you acquired by the adminiftration 
of the Qusellorihip in *" Bithynia, the good opinion 
of the emperor, the credit you obtained when you 
were Tribune and Praator, in a word, this very 
government, which may be lodced upon as the re« 
ward of your former fervices, are all fb many 
glorious weights which are incumbent upon you to 
fupport. So much the more therefore ought you 
to endeavor that it may not be faid, you ihewed 
greater humanity, integrity, and ability in a pro* 
vince remote from Rome, than in one which lies 
nearer to it *, in the midft of a nation of (laves, than 
among a free people j that it may not be iaid, it 
was chance, and not judgment, appointed you to 
this oj&ce •, that your charafter was unknown and 
unexperienced, not tryed and approved. For (and 
it is a maxim which your reading and converfation 

muft 

A province in Anatolia^ or A£a the lefs. 
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muft have often fiiggcfted to you) it is far worfe to 
lofe the fame one has acquired^ than never to have 
attained it. I again beg you would be perfuaded, 
that I did not write this letter with a defign to in« 
ftruft, but to remind you. Tho* indeed if I had, 
it would have only been in confequence of my 
afFeAion for you ; a point which I am in no ap- 
prehenfion of carrying beyond its juft limits; 
for there can not be any danger of excefs where 
one ought to advance as far as poflible. FareweL 
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LETTER I. 9I7MAXIMUS. 

I Have frequently recommended it to you, to be 
as expeditious as poflible in publifhing what 
you have written either in defence of your felf, or 
againft Planta ; or rather indeed (as the circum- 
ftances of the cafe demanded) what you drew up ' 
with botli thofe views : but I particularly prefs this 
advice upon you now that I hear he is dead. For 
tho' you read this piece to feveral of your friends, 
and put it into the hand* of others, yet I fhould re- 

I 1 4 grej 



504 the LETTERS Book IX. 

grct extremely, that the world fhould fufpeft you 

only began after his death, what it is moft certain 

you had finifhed during his life. Let not the cha- 

rafter my friend has acquired offirmnefs and refo- 

lution, be called in queftion. And it will jnot, 

when both the candid and the malicious world 

(hall know, that the death of your adverfary 

did not give you the confidence of compofing, 

but only anticipated the opportunity of publifhing 

this piece. And thus you will avoid the impu^ 
tatioh. 

With impious joy to triumph o^er the dead * : 

For what you wrote and adualjy recited when he 
was yet alive, will be confidered as publiflied fo 
too, provided you publifh it foon. If therefore 
you have any other work upon youjr hands, let 
me intreat you to lay it afide, and give your laft 
finijhing touches to this performance. It feemed 
to me indeed, when I formerly read it, to want 
no improvements ; and fo it ought now to feem 
to you, as neither the thing itfelf requires, nor 
the time will admit of any farther delay, tare- 
wel. 

«* Honi, od. lib. 22^ 

tETr 
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LETTE R IT. To Sabinus. 

YOUR requeft that I would write to you 
very frequent and very long lettef s, is ex- 
tremely j^recabieto me. If I have forborne to do fo, 
it is partly in condd^adon of the impoitant affairs 
in which you arc employed 5 and partly from fom« 
verycold and uninterefting engagements of my own, 
which diffipate my thoughts, and at the lame time 
damp my imagination. Belides, I have not a fuf* 
ficicnt fupply of matter for frequent letters 5 and 
am by no means in the fame (ituation that TuUy 
^as, whom you point out to me as an example; 
He not only poffefled a moft enlarged genius, bat 
the circumftances of the times wherein he lived, 
iurniflied him with a variety of noble occafions o( 
^xercifing it. As for my fclf, you know ( without 
my telling you) to what narrow limits I am con- 
fined, unlefs my letters were to turn upon the fie* 
titious and pedantic topics of the fchools. But 
when I confider you in the midft of arms and en^ 
feampmehts,inflsunedwith martial mufic,or fatigued 
*#ith toil and heat, how abfurd would it be to talk 
to you upon fuch fubjefts ? This is my apology, 
and I think a reafonable one ; however, I almoft 
wifli you would not accept c^ it : for to rgeft the 

excufeis 
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excufes of a friend upon fuch an occafion, be they 
ever fo juft," is an evident proof of a warm affec- 
tion. ^areweL 

LEfrER III To PAULiNtrs. 

MAnkind* differ in their notions of happinefs ; 
but in my opinion it confiftsin the antici- 
pation of anhoneft fame, and the confcious kcnnty 
of making a glorious figure in the eyes of pofterity. 
I confefs, if I had not the reward of an immortal 
reputation in view, I fhould prefer a life of uninter- 
rupted eafe and retirement, to any other. There 
feem to be but two points worthy our attention ; 
either the endlefs duration of fame, or the fhort ex- 
tent of life. Thofe who are governed by the for- 
mer confideration, miifl purfue it with the fujl 
exertion of the mofl laborious efforts ; whil^ 
fuch as arc influenced by the latter fhould qui- 
etly refign themfelves to repofe, nor wear out 
a fhort life in perifhable purfuits : as fome> 
we may obferve, do, and then fink at 1 aft into 
contempt, in the midfl of a wretched and fruit- 
lefs courfe of falfe induflry. Thefe are my daily 
refleftions, which I communicafe to you, in order 
to renounce them if you do npt join wif h me in 
the fame fentiments : as. undoubtedly ypuwill, 
who are for .ever meditating, feme glorious ai)d 
immortal enterprize. Farewel. L E T- 
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l:etter IP". r^MACRiNus. 

I Should fear you would think the oration .which 
you receive with this letter, ^ immoderately 
long, but that it is of fuch a nature as to require 
fevera 1 breaks ; and as it confifts of different char- 
ges, has the appearance of fo many diftind: fpeech- 
es. Wherever therefore you begin or end, you 
may confider what follows, either as connected 
with what went before, or making of itfelf a new 
fubjeft; fo that you may look upon it as very 
long upon the whole, and yet as extremely Ihort 
with relpeft to its particular parts. Farewel. 

JLETTER V. "To Tiro. 

YOU are highly to be applauded for the mild- 
nefs with which, as I am informed (and I 
make very ftrift enquiry) you adminifterjuftice in 
your province : one principal branch of which is 
to diftinguifh merit in every degree, and fo to 
gain the love of the lower rank, as to preferye at 
the fame time the afFeftion of their fuperiors. But 
it is an error many have fallen into, that while 
they endeavor to avoid the, appearance of favoring 
the great, they run into the contrary extreme, and 

gain 
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gain the charaftcr of aAing with ill manners, or ill 
nature. A miftake this, which you are far from 
committing, I well know: however, I cannot 
forbear throwing in a caution with my applaufc, 
and recommending it to you, to conduft your- 
felf in fuch a manner as to keep up the diftinftion 
of rank and dignity. For to level and ccmfound 
the different orders of mankind, is far from pro- 
ducing an equality among them j it is, in truth, the 
moft unequal thing imaginable, Farewel. 

LETTER VI. To Calvisius. 

I Have fpcnt thcfe feveral days paft in my ftudy, 
with the moft pleafing tranquillity imaginable. 
You will aflc how that can poffibly be in the midft 
of Rome? It w^s the time of celebrating the *Cir- 
cenfian games j an entertainment for which I have 
not the leaft tafte. They have no novelty, no 
variety to recommend them, nothing in Ihort, 
one would wi(h to fee twice* It is the more 
furprifing therefore, that fo many thoufand people 
fliould be poflcffed with the childilh paffion of de- 
firing often to fee a parcel of horfes gallop, and men 
ftanding upright in their chariots. Ifindeed,itwere 

the 

• Thcfe games were generally of Gnecian cxtrafUon, but 
firft introduced among the Romans by Romulus, in order to fe- 
ror his ddign of carrying off the Sabin virgins : chey iC0fifific4> 
ikfhorfe and chariot races, &c. 
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the fwiftncfs of the horfes, or the Ikill of the men 
that attrafted them, there might be fome little pre- 
tence of reafon on their fide. But it is the drefs 
they ^ favor v it is the drefs that captivates them. 
And if in the midft of the courfe the different 
parties were to change habits, their different fa* 
vorers would change fides, and inftantly deiert the 
very fame men and horfes, whom they jufl before 
were eagerly following with their eyes, as far as 
they could fee, and hallowing out their names 
withi all the warmth of exclamation. Such mightjr 
charms, fuch wonderous power is there in a vile 
tunic ! And this in the fentimcnts, not only of "i 
the vulgar (more contemptible, than the habk they ;^ / 
efpoufe) but even in the opinion of fome grave-*^ 
perfona^s. When i obferve fiich men thus infa* 
tiably fond of fo filly, fo low, fo uninterefling, 
fo common an entertainment, I congratulate my 
felf that I am infenfible to thefe pleafures : and 
am glad to employ the leifure of this feafon upon 
my books, which others throw; away upon the 
mofl: idle employment. Fardel! 

^ The performers at thefe games were divided into com* 
panies» dminguiihed by the particular color oftkeir habits 1 
the principal of which were the white^ the red, the blue, and 
the green. Accordingly the fpedators favored one or the other 
color, as humor and caprice inclined them. In the reign of 

iuflinian a * tumult, arofe in Conftantinople, occafioned merdljr 
y a contention among the partisans of thefe feveral colors, 
wherein no lefs than 30,000 men loft their lives* 
* Frocop. dc Bell. Perfic. 1. 1. 
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LETTER VIL To Romanus. 

YOUR letter informs me, that you. are en- 
gaged in building, and I am glad to find 
you arc •, for I may now defend my own con* 
duft by your example. I am myfelf employed in 
the fame fort of work 5 and fmce I have you, who 
fhall deny I Jiave reafon on my fide ? We are pret- 
ty much agreed likewife, I find, in our fituations •, 
arid as your buildings are carried on upon the fea- 
cdaft,mine are rifing upon the fide of the Larian lake. 
I have fevcral villas upon the borders of this lake, but 
there are two particularly, in which as I take moft 
delight, fo they give me moft employ ment. They 
are both fituated in the manner /gfthofe at ' Baiae ; 

one 

* Now called Caftello di Paia, in the Terra di Lavoro. It 
was the place the Romans chofe for their winter retreat ; and 
which they frequented upon account of its warm baths. Some 
few ruins of the beautiful villas that once covered this delight- 
ful coaft, Jftill remain: and nothing can give one a higher 
idea of the prodigious expence and magnificence of the Romaics 
in their private buildings, than the manner in which fome 
of thefe were fituated. It appears from this letter, as well as 
from fcveral other paffages in the claflic writers, that they 
adlually projected into the fea, being ereded upon vafl piles 
funk for that purpofe. Virgil draws a beautiful fimile front 
this cuftom, where he compares the mafly fpeai* wliich Turnus 
let fly at Bitias, to one oi thofe enormous piles tiuown into 
the Baian fea : 



2ualt 



ts 
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otieofthem ftands upon a rock, and has aprp- 
fpeftof thelake ; the other aftually torches it. The 

firft, 

^alis in Euhoico Saiarutn Itttore quondam 

Saxea pila caMt^ magnis quam molibus ante , 

Con/iruSium jaciufit ton to ; Jicilla ruinam 

Frona trahit petiitujq-, *vadis illifa recumbit } 

Mifcentfe maria^ 6f nigra attoUuntur artn^e. 
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So from the B^ian mole, whofe ftruflured rife 
High o'er the flood, a mafTy fragment flies i 
The rapid rolling pile all headlong fweeps 
With one vaft length of ruin to the deeps ; 
Thick boil the billows, and on every fide 
Work the dark fands, and blacken aU the tide. 



Pit. 



Horace alfo, in one of his moral Odes, points out and expofes 
this amazing luxury of building : 

^u fecanda marmora 

Locas fuh iffum funus I f^ fipulcri 
Immemoryjlruis domes ; 

marifqi Baits obftrepentis urges 
Summonfere littora, 

Parum iocuples continente ripa. 

Od. 1. 2. 18- 

— You, with thoughtlefs pride elate, 
Unconfcious of impending fate. 
Command the pilLur*d dome to rife. 
When lo! thy tojnb forgotten Hesj 
And tho' the waves indignant roar. 
Forward you urge the fiaian fhore, 
Wliile earth's too narrow bounds in vain 
Thy guilty progrefs would reftrain, 

Mr. Francis,, 

And here indeed, luxury feems to have reigned in Jier moft 
licentious refinements of all kinds ; while the principal amufe- 
ment of the place confiHed in failing upon the gulph in gaily 

painted 
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firft, fupported as it were by the lofty ^ buikiiv I 
call my tragic ; the other, as refting upon the 
humble fock, my comic villa. They have both 
their particular beauties^ which recommend them* 
felves to me fo much the more, as they are of dif- 
ferent kinds. The former commands a wider 
profpeft of the lake ; the latter enjoys a nearer 
view of it. This by an eafy bend embraces a 
little bay ; the promontory upon which the other 
ftands, forms two. Here you have a ffarait 
walk extending itfelf along the banks of the 
lake; there a fpacious terrace that falls by a gen- 
tle defcent towards it. The former does not per- 
ceive the force of the waves ; the latter breaks 
them : from that you fee the fifhing veffels-blow j 
from this you may fifh yourfelf, and throw your 
line out of your chamber, and even as you lie in 
bed, as out of a boat. It is the beauties therefore 
diefe agreeable villas poflefs, that tempt me to 
add to them thofe which are wanting. — But I 

need 

painted barks^ accompanied wkh« all the melting foftneis 
that exquifite wines, fine women, acdrapturous muiic could in- 
fpire. There was Comething even in the natural, as well as ar- 
tificial turn of the fcene, wkkk feem^d formed to throw the 
mind into a Hate of fofbiefs and diffipation; infomuch that 
Seneca, with all his ftoioal fevdtude, dorft not truft himfelf in 
ltid)OYe a day. See Seneca, ep. 5 1 » 

^ The bulkin was a kind of high (hoe worn upon the ilage 
by the a£h>r3 of tragedy, in (Mvlerto give a more herokal 
deration of dature ; as the fock was fomething between a Am 
andHocking, and appropriated to the oomic players^. 
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need not aflSgn a reafon to you 5 who, undoubt- 
edly, will think it a fiifficient one that T follow 

. ► • • •• 

your example. FareWeh ^ . . .. * 

, > ■ • ♦ • • • 

... > ^ . . 

LETTER Vlli. r* AuGURiNus. ' 

. r 

WERE I to /pvsik you from whom I have 
received fo :much applaufe, . I am afraid 
it fliould feem I did fo, not fo much to fliew my 
judgment, as my gratitude. Neverthelefs I will 
not fcruple to fayi that I think all your produc- 
tions are beautiful »i efpecially , no doubt, thofe of 
whidh I am the fubjeft. = And the fame reafon 
will, account both- for- their xieferving that cha- 
rafter, and for my thinking fo : for as on the 
one hand you ever • fudceed beft when friendfhip 
infpircs ydu' •, fo on the; other, I always adn^ire 
maft what J&attecs.iny. felf-love. Fare?^el. » 



f f 
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I Greatly admire the generous grief you (hew 
for the death of Pompeius Quififtianus, as it 
is a proof that your afFeftion for your departed 
friend, does not terminate with his life. Far diflfc- 

rent frpm thofe who love, or rather, I fhould more 
' . ' ' . . • « . 

properly fay, who counterfeit love to none but the 
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living. Nwr indeed <?ven th^ any longer than tfcey 
are the favorite^, of fortune i for tjxc unhappy arc 
no more the objeft of their thoughts^ thai) the 
dead. But your friendftiip is raifed upon a more 
kiting foundation, and the cqaftancy of your af- 
fedion can only end with your life. Quinftianus, 
moft certainly, well deferwd to meet with that 
getieroui w^jonth from his friends^ of which he 
was.hinife]ffo bright an exanaple. He loved thein 
in profpetityj he protedted tl»an:in advcrfity ^ 
he lamented them in death. How opeit was^ hts 
ccunten^ce \ how modeft his converiation 1 h5W 
equally did he temper gravity widi gaiety ! how 
fond was h^ of learning ! how }udi<^ioU6 hh fentt^ 

ments ! h<dw dutilul; to a &the)c of a very dif&rent 
chattaifter) and how did he : reconcile hilb x^ixdi- 
moe tO'his.Tirtue, a/idcontkme a gbod^^, with- 
out forftking the title of a good man 1 **^ut I 
muft not Iharpen your affliftion by reminding 
you of his merity^yet I kriowi your aflfeftion for 
the memory of this excellent youth is fychp 
that you had rather enduj;e the pain of hearin|; 
him mentioned, than, fuffer his virtues to be paff- 
ed over, in iijence ; elpecially by me, whofe ajr- 
plaufe^j yoa imagine, will adorn his aftipns, extend 
his fame, and reftore.him, as it were, to that life 
ft-oip which he is unhappily fnatched. Farewel. 

LET' 
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lErrRR X. "to Tacitus.* 

IShol^ld.Kke ttGttmtly well ta foHow your ad- 
vice V but thew is (acb a <car<iity of boarsy that 
it.te ftnpoffibk W recortcifc Minerva v^lth Diana^ 
yfAto^ yoti thinky otigHt to be wotfhipped together'. 
I mttf\ eotttcftt tn^frff then with paying ifly Angfe 
homage to the former j and c^tti thitt With ibmtf 
reftridion^ as' .ccsiOckring tihe. hdits of the^ieafon^* 
and chie privileged indotenee <$f reitirkment. X com- 
|Jo&d^: indeed a fitw tiriftt^ fi)^ my joWtiey hitfadr^ 
Dnhichace Mly £it4io43e c^fboy^i^a^ thisy are written 
whhthe&meifegligenCti a^d^ iDatteniioni^at one u^ 
fiially cha;u opbn theri^d^ ^Ge I carh(i to my vilk^ 
t Isare mad^ fiMSid few additiof>^ to thfein^ not^fihd- 

t 

* The learned Catanxus, with fame dfher commentaton^ 
iiiitt^ike^ tiiis IettA< 4de« net bel<ii^^ t6 P&iy^ but is the an- 
fwor pf Tacttin to the. 6^ epiflie (^the firft' book. He (iip^ 
ports thb conje£t'ufe^ mdeed^'by no ikuthority; onlifr tlunks 
W ^ io jettddy with the lettUr, lb whkdi he Ibjppdf^ it aiv 
anfwer, and fancies he difcovers fomething i^ the $ik diffe- 
rent hoxtx our iaitor*$ m^tnner. Bat dpon i> c(Mfi}»tfifon of the 
two kctiCQctfi t^e (eeifts Uctk reafo|i Ip believe ob^ is ^ ah' 
fwer to the ouier. And as to any difFerencc of ftile (if there 
TibSay be akty^ ' wJM<}h the (H^akM- eenfeOes he ha» liik p^Ae« 
tration enou^ to difcorer) it is much too precarious an aign- 
ment tb havd ^y weight in the caXt The fuppoTition dt 
Cafaubon feems more probable, ,.Syho think$ this qiiftle mighlf 
be occaiioned by one frcmi Tacitiis, wherein he reminded Pliny 
of lus- ow^ advice to him, ia that letter to which Catansiia 
jm^jiaes this aaaafwar* 
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ing myfelf in a humor to turn my thoughts to 
things of more confequcnce. Thus my poetry, 
which you imagine is carried on with faftlilch ad- 
vantage amidft thp .filence and folemnity of woods 
and grovesi 15, in truth, at a Hand. I have alfo 
revifed an oration or two •, thp' that kind of work 
is difagreeable and uncntertainiftg enough, and- 
has a -much nearer affinity with ru^ic labors, than 
^ith rural plcafiires. Farewel. 

^. /[BETTER XI: r^^GEMiNus. 

"XT' 0:U'R: .letter .was particularly agreeable tx> 

JL *n^e, as it? mentioned yoijr defire that T 
'v^ouji^ -fend >«ypu fomething of mine to infert?" in 
your >yprks« I (hall, find an ocCafion. of comply- 
ing with ypurTequeft niore proper than tha.t which^ 

yjou prpppjfei jhe fubjejft you point out to me being . 
attended with fome (jbj^(5ttons •, and when you con- 
fider it again, you will think fo.—^As I did not 
imagine there wpre. an,y bookfellers at * Lugdy-- 
nQm,'i, am fo much the niore pleafed t6 learn . 
that: my works are fold there. I rejoice to findi 
they' maintain ' the charafter abroad, which they ' 
raifedat home; and I -begin to flatter myfelf they • 
have fome merit, fince perfons of iuch diftant . 
countries are agreed in their fentiments concerning 
them; Farewel. 

I • . • ■ la Jl iT* 
» Lyons, in the Lyonois, a province c^Ftancc "' ^ 
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LErrER XII. r^ Junior. 

A Certain friend of mine lately correfted his 
fon with great fevcrity before me, for be- 
ing fomethingtoo profufe in the article of dogs 
and horfcs. " And pray, faid I to him (when the 
'*' youth was withdrawn) did you never commit a 
** fault yourfelf which deferved your father's cor- 
** reftion ? Nay, are you not fometimes even now 
** guilty of errors, which your fon, were he in 
*' your place, might with equal gravity reprove? 
** Are not all mankind fubjedl to follies ? And 
*' have we not each of us our particular foibles, in 
*' which we fondly indulge ourfelves ?" 
^ The great affeftion I have for you, induced me 
to fet this inftance of uhreafonable fe verity before 
you, as a caution not to treat your fon with ,too 
much rigor and aufterity. Confider he is but 
a boy, and that there was a time when you were 
fo too. In exerting, therefore, the authority of a 
father,^ remember always that you are ia man, and 
the parent of a man. Farewel. 

« * 

Kk 3 LET- 
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LETTER XIII. to Quadrates. 

THE pleafurc and attention with Which yoa 
fe^d ,thc yin4icaiion I puWilb«d of* Hel- 
vidius, has extremely raifedy pur curiofity, itfeems 

to be infornied of thpfe particulars relating to that 
jifFair, which vc pot mentioned m the defence > as 
you were too youn^ to be prefent yourfejf at 
that tranfaftipn. When Dpmitian was killed) a 
glorious opportunity^ I thought, ofE^'d it felf to 
me of purfuing the guilty, vindicating the injured, 
ipid advancing iny own reputation. But amidil an 
ipfipite variety of the blackcft crimes, none appear-r 
ed toniempr^ atrpcipus, th^th^t^ f{?nator,of pra;^ 
torian dignity, and jnvefted with the facred charaftcr 
of ^ judge, flipuld, even in the very fenate itfelf 
lay violent hands upon a member ^ pf that aqguft 
affemWy j uppn one, whp fprnierly had the honor 
pf being conful, and who then flood arraigned 
bcfpre him. Befidc$ this general confederation, I 
had likewif? a particular intirpacy with Helvidius^ 
^6 far a§ it wa§ ppffible tP have with one, who 
fearing the tyranny of ^ tirp^s, eftdeavored to 

veU 

^ He was accufed of treafon, under pretence that in a dra- 
ffeadp piece which he conqpofed, he had, in the charaders of 
Paris and Oenone, refledled upon Domitian for divorcing hk 
fvif^ Domida. Saet. in vit. Domit. c. ip. 

^ H^TJdius, 



; 
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7eil the gk>iy of his fame, and the luilre of hU 
virtues, in obfcurity and retirement. Arria like* 
wife, and her daughter Fannia who was mother^- 
• in-law to Hclvidius, were in the number of my 
friends. But it was not fo much private attach- 
ments, as the honor of the public, a juft in- 
dignation at the adion, and the danger of the ex- 
ample if it (hould pafs unpunilhed, that animated 
me upon this occafton. At the firft reftoration of 
^ liberty, every mm fingled out his particular ene^ 
my, Ctho% it muft be confefled, thofeonlyofa 
lower rank) and in the midft of much clamcur 
and confiifion, no fooner brought the charge than 
procured ihe condemnation. But for myfelf, I 
thought it would have more the appearance of 
moderation as well as refolution, not to take ad<- 
vantage of the general refentment of the pufcdic^ 
but to crufh this criminal with the fingle weight 
of his own enormous guilt. When therefore, the 
iirft heat of public indignation began to cool, and 
declining paflion gave way to juftice, tho' I was 
at that time under great affliAion for the lofs of ^ 
my wife, I fent to Anteia, the widow of Helvidius, 
and defired her to come to me, as my late misfor- 

K k 4 tun^ 

« Upon the acceffion of Ncrva to the Empire, after thfi 
desth ^Domician. 

^ Our author*8 (irft wife ; of whom we have no particular 
a€€Oimt. After her death, he maj^i^ his favorite Calphumia. 
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tunc obliged me to keep at home. When fhe ar- 
rived, I acquainted her with my refolution not 
to fufFcr the injuries her hufband had received, 
to pafs qnrevenged ; and defired her to confult 
with Arria and Fannia (who were juft returned 
from exile) whether fhe and they would join with 
me in the profecution. Not that I wanted, I 
faid, an afTociate, but that I was not (o jealous of 
my own glory, as to refufc to fhare it with them 
in this affair. She accordingly carried this mef- 
fage I and they all agreed to the propofal with- 
out the leaft hefitation. It happened very op- 
portunely, that the fenate was to meet within three 
days. It was a general rule with me to confult, 
in all my affairs, with Corellius, a perfon of the 
greateft prudence and wifdom this age has pro- 
duced. However, in the prefent cafe, I relied en- 
tirely upon my own difcretion, being apprehenfive 
he would not approve of my defign, as he was of 
a very flow and cautious temper. But tho' I did 
not previoufly deliberate with him, (^experience 
having taught me, never to advife with a perfon 
upon an affair w€ are determined to purfue, where 
I he has a right to expe6l that one fhall be decided 
by his judgment)yet;I could not forbear acqCiaint- 
ing him with my refolution at the time I intended to 
carry it into execution. The fenate being aflem^ 
bledjl came into the hoyfe and begged I migl^ have . 

lej^ve 
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leave to make a motion -, which I did in few 
words, and with general affent. When I began 
to touch upon the charge, and point out the Jxjr-r 
fon I intended to accufe (tho* as yet without menr 
tioning him by name) I was attacked on . all fides. 
*' Let us know, fays one, who is the fubjcft of tjm 
^' extraordinary motion? Who is it (afked another) 
** that is • thus . accufed, without acquainting the 
*' the hpufe with the name of the perfon, and the 
*' particular crime with which he is charged ? 
*' Surely (added a jthh*d) we who have outlived 
*' the informations of former times, may expeft 
*^ now, at leaft, to remain in fecurity/* I heard all 
this with great calmnefs, and without being the 
leaft terrified. Such is the efFeft of being confcious 
of the integrity of one's defigns ; and fo much dif- 
ference is there, with refpeft to infpiring confidence 
or fear in the breaft of him who is engaged in any 
public aftion, whether the world bad only, rather 
he fhould not do it, or abfolutely condemns it. . It 
would be too tedious to relate all that was thrown 
out by different fides upon this occafion. At 
length the confijl acquainted me, that I fhould be 
at liberty to propofe what I thought proper, when 
my turn came to give my opinion upon the * bufi* 

nefs 



. ^ ^Tis very rem^kabley diat when any fenator was aiked 
i& opinion in the houfe, he had th« privilege o^ ^p^alung at 

long 
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nefs of" the day. I tlunked him for allowing me 
a liberty, whichhe never yet (I faid) refilled to any % 
and fo fat down : when immediately the houfe went 
upon other affairs. In the mean while, one of my 
confular friends took me afide, and with great ear.- 
neftnefs telling me he thought I had carried on 
this affair with more boldnefs, than prudence, ufed 
every method of reproof and perfuafion, to prevail 
with The to defiil ; adding at the fame time, that 
I fhould certainly, if I pcrfcvered, render myfclf 
odious to fome future prince. ^^ And fo I would 
^' wifli to betJ[I retumed)fliould he prove a wicked 
" oqc'*. He had fcarce left me, when a fecond 
came up : ** for God's fake, faid he, what are you 
** attempting ? Why will you ruin yourfelf ? Do 
** you conlider to what hazards you arc expofed ? 
Why will you prefume too much on the pre- 
fent fituation of public affairs, when it is fo un- 
** certain what turn they may hereafter take ? Yoij 
*^ are attacking a man who is adually at the head 
** of the treafury, and will fhortly be conful. Be- 
•* fides, do you conlider what credit he has, and 
^* with what powerful fricndfhips he is fuppor- 
ted ?" Upon which he named a certain perfon, 
who (not without feveral flrong and fufpicious 

. ru- 

long as he pleafed upon any cdier affair, before ke came to 
<ke pbinjt in ^cftion. Aul. pcIl. lib. 4. <, 10. 
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Tumors) was then at the head of a powerful if my 
in .the eaft, I replied. 



JU 



All Pve forefetfty and oft in thought rtvolv*d\ ' 



** and am willing, if fate fhall fo decree, to fuf- 
^* fer in an honeft caufe, provided I can draw ven- 
^^ glance down upon an infamous one." The 
time fpr the members to give their opinion waB 
now arrived. Domitius ApolUnaris, the conful 
cjeft, fpokefirft ; after him Fabricius Vcjento, then 
Fabius Pofthumius, Veftius Proculus next, (who 
married my wife*s mother, and who was colleguc 
of Publicius CertUf I the perfon upon whom the der 
bate turned) and laft of all Ammius Flacciis. 
They all defended Certus as if I had named himt 
(tho' I had not yet fo much as once mentioned him) 
and entered upon the particular jullification of t 
crime, which I had only touched upon in general 
terms. Itisnotneceflary to repeat, in this place, what 
they faid, as I have related it in their own words in the 
fpeech above-mentioned. Avidius Quietus, and 
Cornutus TertuUus anfwered them. ^ The former 
observed, that it was extremely unjuft not to hear 
the complaints of thofe who. thought themfelves 
^^ injured, and therefore that Arria and Fannia 

" ought 

f iEneid. lib, 6, r. K?y* 
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ought not to be denied the privilege of laying 
their grievances before the houfe -, and that the 
point for the confideration of the fenate was not 
*' the rank of the perfon, but the merit of the 
** caufe." Then Comutus rofe up and told the 
houle, " that as he was appointed guardian to the 
** daughter of Helvidius by the confuls, upon the 
*• petition of her mother and her father-in-law, he 
" thought himfelf obliged to fulfil the duty of his 
" tnift. In the execution of which, however, he 
" would endeavor to fct fome bounds to his in- 
" dignation, by following that great example 
'* of moderation thofe excellent women * had 
** fet, who contended themfelves with barely in- 
^' forming the fenate of the cruelties which Certus 
" committed in order to carry on his infamous 
" adulation. And therefore, he faid,he would only 
*' move, that if a punifhment due to a crime fo 
*' notorioufly known, fliould be remitted, that at 
". leaft Certus might be branded with fome mark 
" of the difpleafure of that auguft aflcmbly.'* Sa- 
trius Rufus fpoke next, and endeavoring to fteer 
a kind of middle courfe, e^cpreffed himftlf with 
much ambiguity. " I am of opinion, faid he, 
** great injufticc will- be done to Certus, if he 
•* is not acquitted (for I do not fcruple to mention 

"his 

« Arria and Fannla. 
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". hkjB name, fince the friends of Arria and J^ainia, 
*' as well as his own, have done £b too) nor indeed- 
** have we any occa|ion to be folicitous upon this 
** account. We who think well. of thf man, Ihall 
*|. judge him with the fame impartiality as the reft ; 
" but if he is innocent as I hope he is^ andflullbe 
" glad to find, I think this houfe may very juftly 
* * .deny the prefent motion, ' till fomething ftiall , 
**lDe proved agaipft him/' Thus, according to 
the refpeftive order in wWch they were called* 
upon, they delivered their feveral opinions. -When- 
it came to my turn, I rofe up, and ufmg the 
fame kitrodudlion to my fpeech, as •! have pub- 
lifhed. in the defence, I replied to them feverally. 
It is furprizing with what an univerfai aflent I was . 
heardy even by thpfe who juft before were loudcft 
againft me : fuch a wonderful change was wrought^ 
cither by the impprtance of the affair, the elo- 
quence of the fpeech, or the refolutioh of the ad- 
yocate. After I had finifhed, Vejento attempt* 
ed to reply j but the general clamor raifed againft , 
him, pot permitting him to go on, "I hope, my. 

" lords,. 

» . In the earJy times of the republic they began by afking the 
opinion of the Prince of the fenate, and the reA went on each 
accordhig to his age. Under the emperors, their will ferved as 
a rule: for as the prince prdided in the fenkte, he demainded 
the opinion of him firft, whom he thought fit to do that honor ; 
however, he'more afually began with the confuls. 
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*^ lordsj few he, you will not obKge me to im- 
*^ plorc the alfiftttice of the ' Tribunes." Imme- 
diately the tribune- Murena cried out, ** You 
*' have my leave moft Flhiftrious Vejento, to pro- 
'« ceed." But ftill the clamor was renewed* In 
the interval, the con&l ordered the houfc to divide, 
and havii^ counted the voices, difmiffed the fe- 
nate, leaving Vcjcnto in the midft, ftiU attempt- 
ihg to fpeak. He made great complaints^ of this 
afFront (as he called it) applying the following 
lines of Homer to himfelf : 

* Great perils^ father^ wait tV unequal fgkii 
7bcfe youtigtr ^bamjfiotu will ^p$refi tiy m^bt^ 

There was fcarce a man in the fenate that did not 
embrace and kifs me, and all drove who fliould 
applaue me moft, for having, with the utmoft 
hazard to myfelf, revived a cuftom, lb long diC- 
ufed, of freely confulting the fenate upon affjurs 
that concern the honor of the public •, in a word 
for having wiped off that odium which was thrown 
upon it by other orders in the ftate, " that 
^* the fenators mutually favored the members of 

^^ their 

^ The tribunes were magiflrate* cbofen at £ift out of the 
body of die coni^noxis, for the defence of tbeir liberties, aod. 
tainterpofe in all grievances offered by their fuperion. Their 
authority extended even to the deliberations of the fienate. 

1 Diomed'sfpeech to Neftor, advifing him to retix:e froxp^ 
the field of battle, il. 3. 102. Pope. 
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**^ tht)x own body, while they were extremely fe- 
*• vere in animadverting upon the reft of their 
" fellow citizens.** AU this was tranfadfed in the 
abfence of Certua j who kept out of the way 
either bec^ai^e he fufpe£)ted fomethmg of this na*^ 
ture Was intended to be moved, or (as was fHd 
in his excufe) that he was really indifpofed« 
Cas&r, however^ did n^t refer the examination 
of %)hs matter to the fenate. But J obtained never* 
thelefs, what I aimed at, another perfon, bein^ 
appointed to fucceed Certus in the confuUhip, 
while the eledion of his coUegue to that office was 
confirmed. And thus, the wiih with which I 
concluded my fpeech, was actually accompliihed: 
^l may he be obliged, faid I, to renounce under 
^* a ^ virtuous prince, that reward he recciv- 
•* ed from an infamous one. * .** Sometime. after 
I recoHefted as well as I could, the fpeech I 
had made upon this occafion -» to which I 
threw in fome additions. It happened (tho* indeed 
it had the appearance of being fomething more^ 
^than cafual) that a few days after I had publifhedi 
this piece, Certus was taken ill and died. It was 
r^)orted that his imagination was continually 
haunted with this affair, and reprefented mc always 

before 

k Ncrva. ' . 

^ Domitian ; by whom he had been appointed confal ele£l 
Ao* he b«d not yet entered upon that office 
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before* his eyes, like a man that w^s pUrfuing hiav ^ 
with a dagger. ^^ W^thier there was a[ny truth in- 
this^rumoF, I will npt venture to affirm j bi)t for> 
t'le fal^^e of jcxanapje^ ; however, I coul4 wifti it ; 
might gain credit. And noWl have fent you a 
%tcr, whicn..(gonffidcring it is a letter) is as long . 
as; the d^ence'you fay yoii have read: ;buti 
y/Mi-muft thank yourfelf, for not beirtg,cOn-j 
tented with the information that piece could afford ♦ 
y<)Uf .'F^Fe'wel; •; ^ - ; ; - . .; ; ♦ 

* * * 4 . 

. «. . . . , 

*"/ ' ^ * . ' , • ' ' f 
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LET,1',^R XW. To Tacitus. 



THO* you -are by no means inclined to felf- 
admiration^ yfet, be affured, none of my wri- 

tmgs are more fincerely the undiffembled diftates 

• •■» ^ • - . ' - • . . * 

of my real thoughts, than thofe of which you arc 
the fubjed:. Whether, indeed, pbfterity will con^; 
cerh ficrfelf with either of us, I know not -, but* 
fiirely *we deVerve -fome fmall regard at leaft, 
> I will not l^ay upon account of ' our geniufes 
(that would be too vain apretenfion) but from our 
application, our labors, and that high reverence 
we pay to her. Proceed We then, my frichd, 
inthecourfe wehave begun, which as it 'has con- 
duced fome few to the faireft point of luftre a^nd 

repu- 



) 



Vij^y; <iFA!k Hm^r ^/ gp«a% m- ^ U>t«?rMI|!^; wi^ii 
<!)ft-9SRysf9mf.-<2PJ!aplaipt«*i«id,pQ4riofis,of^ 

WI»$Si .Ifewfe <lVer:tjK3rrK^f^wtthjn?or!5;reiuj;;, 

*»e^lte«>.mjt 9««;v %rCftt<^9fF6;the<tnith»^ it,is. 

l«i^, gJWl- WMiaJlip^iH^, I review, even, them* I; 

VOi r^Mififlgt fepiw:<{vsr,. fp^iBjKtdc-qratiom^ aniens-, 

5jd, fc^ bqt pJC a vjgyccoj^and; ugqittrukung. kind, 
in the mean while, my. piiyate afi^rs.are n^leffaed 
as muck as if I were abfenr. Yet I: fomedmes fo. 
&r ad the part of a careful mailer, of a^ family, as 
to mount my horfe. and rideabout- my.ftrms, in^. 
l^ead of it^lai)g my^ ^s:eit:ire in^ the^ *^gefiatio^ As 
fei' you, I kope. you. will keep up your ddrcuftomi 
and iti return for this, account of my^ rund afiairs« 
*« »»^ ^^]^/ ^)m. % going, forward, in, tojwi. 




•■-•"• • ♦ 
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LETTER XyL T'o Mamilianus. 



IT is 1^ wonder the* ch^cc yoa menmn afibrd- 
ed you mfimcc plcafure, fince " the number of 
^* rilfc fliSi '(to tite your own hiftorttal ^ fexprcfeorf) 
^^ Wad/rottobc'couhtjed.^^ Aifor ibyfetf; IJia* 
iiii&drWdreiior ^inclination lor ^^rft *f tlia^ 
'kind : licit' iSffb^e, becaiife I atti 4h the -ttiidft jSf 
tfiy Vintk^e ; iiot indihatidn, becai^^it^'^^ii 

bfc^ble, I'bojici to *«k? -^ *fettie fl^ri'wifAj itf 

•feaflv ^ ' n^ ^cW wihe| fw' fojor 'MteieraRneiir^ 

"vilith ^iSlide ybu reqiieft- t1dihiiii1fQr%gteeat)te<« 

iti^ner) IWHlnotf^'taferidyoui •^^^(M^tifdy 

fliift titK^i^hly fiPtkd. Jl^wel. . : > 
. ' • ^ . .... J 

. : . ' ..... .' 

• • 4 * * 

< - • - . .... 

II Hov&lreceivfid yonrkftfiry lit wludb you corn^ 
u plaul df i)eingliighfy i^%iafted 4a^dy; at an en^ 
temihnidtei rtho* exceedingly fplendijds^ by afet gf 
ImSolanii^ ffols^ ^{id WQHton proitkote^ ^W^^.^ci]^ 
pta^gtth^ antic tnck^- ^ :Fouad;,the tabks. . Bu^ 

let 



• . ■ • A. 



* An exprefliem frequent among tiie bUlomns, in their de« 
fcriptions of battles. —:. ; t • - " 

^ Thefe perfons were introduced at^moft of the tal>Ies of 
^vreit. for the purpofos of mirth and gait^, aiid*coa^ 



list tncMiriik you to frnDofh. your brow a little. 'I 
fCofifefi, imked, I admit nc^iog of tbisikind tt 
my cam boufe ; however, I bear with it in odietS. 

fiituted ^n ^iTential jiart in all polite entertainments amofig die 
K^nnansw rlt k Tutpruung^how ibon this great pcoj^}e;feu qf 
frofn their ^rigin^l ieverity of fn^ners, and were tainted with 
"the falfe rdlnettientt of foroigti luxury, hivy dates the rife 
of this^ aiid other onoMmly deUoKiies^ feom the coifqiieft of 
ScipiQ, Afiaticus over ^ntiochus ; that is, when the Roman 
name bed fearce fabfiftad above ft 'handl^ and liMirCcoiie yesaM^ 
) * lifltxttride.ptf^in^oKtgo^. fil^s he* txtrcitu 4fiati^9 in urbcm 
inve^aejf^ This triumphant army catched, it leenis; th^ Con- 
' tagioui.lbftiieik>of ^the peofde it fqbdocd ; vaiiXMxtimn^ 
Aome» fpcead an infeQiqn among their countrymen, which 
worked by flOw degrees ffll it eiFmcd their total defhmdiofi. 
Thus idfd vafiem lu^uiy reyeitge it£elf on ^oman aDiis \ Jt 
may be wondered, that Pliny .fhould keep his own temper, 
snid t:heck*the indignation of KisiHend'sat a (c^c%'whkh;.wis 
•:fit only for the diffolute tqurdi of the iofiux^oiis Trimakhio. 
£ut it will ndt, perhaps, be doing juilice to our author', to 
lake an dftiiniate of bis rciJ6nfiimeotsAipm tjas ^iht^ from 
the let^r t^efore Qfi Ce^itor, kfeems, wasa^manof iiri^,.bttt 
rather tod iullere morak fbr the free turn of the age : Tmek* 
datus isf granki ^ulo etum hmdi9r\ti di4ri$ry /y/ inba€ M' 
centia temporum, [£p. 3. L. 3.] Bat as there is a certain fea« 
fohable accommodation to the manners of the times, not only 
extremely jconfident with, h^ highly conducive to, tfaeJnterefts 
of virtue, Pliny, probably, mayaiFeA a greater latitude than 
he in general approved, in order to draw oiF his friend from 
' chat Ai&e& and unyielding difpofition, which might -pr^diiBe 
' thofe pf a gayer turn agaiiift him, and confequtotly lefloi the 
kenif^ciai iinoenoe of Ihis virtues upon the world* A hte aaoft 
ingenious author,, who has sreatly diflinguifhed himfelf in fe- 
▼ml 1>ranche8 of ufeful ana polite literature, has given us • 
;rmrefeBtation'ef one of ch^^ebuffoonf, from.an antiqneJn his 
colle^on ; to which the reader is referred for a ftron^er idea 
ofthe vitiated and low taile of thofe, wiu>.could reoeive Ihm 
them anyentertainmenL See Middleton. Antig. tab. 9. fig. 2 • 

* Liv. 1. 39. c. 6. 

L I a 
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And ^vdiy .then (you will be ready to a&) flioiM 
you {not iiave them your ieJf ? ** TJje tmdi is, 
hec^e the foft geftures of the wantoDt die piea- 
Gantries of the bufibon, or the extrayagandes of the 
ifool, !^v^ me no catertaimncnt, as they ^vc me 
iRO furprize. It is irf par&nilar talbe, )wu fee, 
mot .my Judgment* that I pjead againft Aem. And 
indeed, what numbers are there who think the en- 
Kiect^inments wMch you and J are moil delisted 
^with, to be no better than impemncnt foffics f 
How rnany are there, who as foon as a reader, a 
OTufician, or a .comedian is Intmduced, either take 
their leare <>f the company, or if they continue at 
4he tabtle^ ibew as much didik^ to this kind of di- 
yerfipx^j.^jou did at thofe monfierj^ as you c^ 
chem ! iiCt us bear therefore, my friend^ widi 
others in their aniufements, that Jthey, in retur% 
^ay (hew andulgence to ows. Farewd, 

1 T H what rare and attention you v% 
read my works, and how perfediy ii^^ 
/urjc thpm m your .mepi.ory, your lettg- is a fijffir 
pent teftjmqpy- Do you confider thep:, what a 
•tpdublefome affiur you are bringing upon y<w 
Jbands, * when you kindly ' entice me:, by jcvery 





fsiendty^ art (ca cotxnxiumc^asat co you: ixs: many oi 
them as pofBbk ? I csmmoty ceitcaihiy, refofe your 
requeii ; but (Rait comply Widt it,^ hoti^very ar 
dxSet^nt mcervals, and* c^&r ve fbtiie itind o£ fxKr- 
oeilK>n» For I would not by too cbpiouisri^. too^ 
frequent z tuppiy^ over-burdien' and' confound as 
memory, ta which I already owe fo many acknow- 
ledgments ; nor^ in Ihorc^ pour in iiich aa* unvea* 
fenable quantity, as to< oblige: it to^ difcharge wl^: 
k Bad before recehr'd,. inr order tO: reta^l wiiat hit- 
lows.. Facewel- 



LETTER XIX. To Kutxx. 

YQtr have read, it fcems,. in. a letter * of 
mine,, that Virginius. lRx£m direfted the fol- 
tokwing liries to be.infcribed.upQn his tomb^ : 

< » 
Here Rufus liesy who Vindex* arms mthjtoody 

Not for bimfelfy hut for bit countryU- good.: 

for which you. blame Mm,, and think Frontinus 
aftcd* much; more reafonably, in forbidding any 
monuflfifent whatfoever to be eredted to his memory. 
Andirt th^- condufion of your letter )^ou- defire 

... * L 1 3 ....:.' 1^^ 



* TaAlhimis; fee book. 6. let, iq^ 
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my firmiments upon! ciich^ 1 loved them both i 
hat I cofifefs J ddtw'ed im^ moft whom you con* 
dttnn ;. and to liichi^degreei^thll: rof«rfromima- 
g^ing I eve)- IhoCtld hav^h^d wcafion to rife up in 
his de&nce^ I thought hfi cf^M oeycr be ful&r 
Qeotly applauded, la my Qpimtm, ev^iy mgn 
who has a^ed a gfcat $fld ndomors^ pmt der 
ferves not only to be cxcuied but apprpycd, if he 
pudlies that ^oqpois immciitalicy of fiunc hie has 
meiritcd, and endeaTorv toi pcrpccuate an cverbiftT 
ing remembrance of himfelf, even b^ mo^utnencal 
inicriptbns. Yet hardty ih^ll you find a man, who 
had performed foch gr^c atchievements,^ fo mo- 
deftly referved upon the fubjeft of his own actions, 
as'Virj^nius -was. f can bear hhh witnefs (an^ 
I had the happinefs to enjoy his intimacy and 
afFedion) ^t I never but once hcj^r'd him men-, 
tion his own condud ^ and that was, in givmg an 
account of a converfatipn which pafled between, 
him and Gluvius : " You well know (laid Quvius 
^< tQ him^ the fidelity teqiaired in an l^ftorian $ 
y6u mil pardon mo therefore^ I hopc^ if you 
ihould jp($xt with any thing in my works, that 
isnotagree^lbleto you.*' .^^OCluvius, ha i^lkd^ 
can yoi^ be ignorant that what I did, was in 
order that every man might epjoy the liberty 
pf writing what he pipafed f* But let us com- 
pare Frontinus with him in that very inftance, 

■ whcrqn 



cc 
cc 
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wherein you tlunk the former is more modcft and 
referred- He forUd a monument to be erefted to 
him, i(.«;«we i but in what woi^s ? ^ The ex- 
** peace of a monument, lays he, is fuperfluous ; 
^ mfmmikorf iviil remain, if my ik&iobs defcrva 
4^ it." li there kfe vanity, do you think, thus to 
proelaim to alT the • world that hii memory would 
feamn % than to mack upoti 4 fingle tomb^ftone^ 
ia two fines, the a^ons one has perfi^'thed ? It is 

« 

not, however, my dclign to oohdcmn your fav^ 

* r 

i4te } I oidy mean to defend Vir^niiis : and wha( 
aigument can be mere prevailing wkh ^u, thaa 
ofltjs 4^WQ from a oompariibn between him^nd the 
pi^i^m you prefer? lo my ownopmion^ indeed, 
neither . of them xle&sYe to Ise condemned,- fince 
they both purfiied glory. wit;h the fame pafiion, but 
by Cerent toads i (he former, in defiring thofe 
J3|pniiunentat honors he bad merked jr the l^er, in 
rather cboofing the ;q)pearance of' dd[|Hfing them/ 
FareweL 

* It appears from heace^ that this was not a teftameataiy £•- 
je^n, bat a d^bration in fome wQrkwl^ch Kro^a»lM4^ 

< • • • 
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jjL rirtorc ^agreeable 'Lthouglit lit:; teT|f)eciSl]iy ^ob 
Hr tariaed. ciitirdy:i|poni my wo As. 3 jim jnat:at ;all 
fiurpiizey-y^u^lhiiu^W ;a;pletfurc limthem, ifincc 
'^^LkHOw^yGuIiiavc V the 'fame affeftion ipr ^wiy itHiqg 
• tliati>eior^s; to /nfiCj . asiy w hayeifpr ;nj)jrelfi— 

;TJir gttthjg; in. of .iny - vintage (»whieh ttho* ;it ihas 
^piiovcfd.bptia^fienlderione^this/feaibn, .i^, ^ho^CMfi^ 
r xriare,plcntiful 'thian'lG3cpea;c4)- p^icuUrlyje^^ 
n^e^^at; prefent* .Tfandctd J.can wichranyjppopriqiQr 
flaylib, iwhoconly. gather <a;gcape ,now .and ithen, 
'^^vSfitrthe-.vinerprds, .taftc aheimuftiin.the ya?, .antt 
(iaWBtpr.tDrxnyOdGpicftics"*,; .whojbdirig.alUcng^efl 
%il(3itoiti'd^^ ;ahandpn£dimeJ3>ai^ 

to9rid:my;fcac©ric5. .Eacwel, 



¥rO;.UrR rfrcedman, ^whom ;you':lately ;nwn6- 
.onod t0;me wlth.ditpleafore, ;has:becn yfx^ 

<pic,:.artd:tl>rcwlhin)ftjf rat:my :fcet: -wth.as imiJcSh 

r 

, it^Ruftici, ..is.^u4ed to. in the original ;.butias .we,haye:i^ot,.thp 
i to^aiBQi^m,i.tt.is,.|ipt- ppffiblc; jperliaps, ito^pt^fewitWs^al- 



fiifamiffionasSievaald ihave -^ne 3t 70ms. He 
CBiiffiiityTeipidftedjme*with msmy teats, and even 
iKoth -^1 ifae 'elo^ence of £leat ifbrrow^ to inter* 
cede:TorMm4 in jhort, (he cbn^nDodine by liis 
iM^xole 'b&z^nxttif th^ lie ifinco^dy itpents m Us 
fiiilt.' And I am peiSmdisd !he is iboroughly re- 
ilbrmfed, ibscaifle he icems entif eSjr !enlib1e cf his 
[giiik. I^know yoa :^e 4ingiy "^n^di Un), and I 
^owtQG^ litis aiat without rea&n; but demeixy 
oraxi ini^ver jexeet iki^^^Hvitli snore af^jftaGcTe, tha^ni^hca 
fffascc iis the juftefik caofe for i^entment* You once 
dxsA :zci izShQ&xxtx ibr tins fnsn^ and, I liope, i^irSl 
ihare ragain :! in tlie mean ^wliik, let mt only pre^- 
tv^l -With yoxa to pardon Ham. 1£ he ftould inctsr 
t^oqr .diliflcrfnre SxereaJEccr, you i^viB hare fb much 
i!!hc jEb:T)nger plea iin excule for your anger, as you 
&CW yoiirfeilf taoire lexovaible to him now. Allow 
ifomjethitig to !his youth, to his tears, and to your 
(X^im inatural :auldfids of temper; do not make him 
m^fy jstny loiter, ;and I will adcl 'too^ do not 
m?kt yourielf fo ;; for a man of your benevolence 
sf'lmrtj <annot be anjgry without feeling great 
:Pegrct. I am afraid, were I to join my intreaties 
\vrtth Jiis, 1 Ihould feem rather to compel, than re* 
.^loeft you ;to forgive him.. Ycjt I will not fcruple to 
(do;it^ ;and;in fo much the ftronger terms, as I 
Ibwc yery fharply Add Severely reproved him, po- 

fmvely 
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Ctiyely. threacptuog ^evcr |o ii^tcrpofc a§W» W^bifl 
bebttf. But du>*. it wa$ pcopg: tQ % t^s. no h|ji3!^ 
ia «rd9 to tn^.h|m i^orq fe^l ^f 9$9Q(})(^ ^ |. 

<to not lay Iq^ tQ yw* ^."?*yi f^^f ^ ^W ^^^ 

QocaGpn tAWit^e^t' you vipw h^ ^fcoujot, «;p«d^^ 
pbtwi you;; for^veBelJB j; %{^fm^ I ro«n^. li| 
<rrof. ftwM i?c fucb. as may becqtpp i^c o? i««^| 
<^C for, .iwid you to pardon. Farewel, \' '^' 
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I Have beep xpucti ^ine4 by tlm ill ft^tc of 
he;|U;b of Pailknu^ P^us,; a^ ifi4^d ^ ^^. 
Hymy wd jt^fl reajfons, Hq l^i?; :| p^ occ^kW 
9pd geoowis He^f of iK4]|tch I h^ve the tvippine^ 
tp^ihare the varnacft friendship. In hisi wri^*^! 
I^e very fiiccefsfuUy pnwdatcs tbc ^nwnts» whofix 
i|uot; 2wd manner h^ b^ cl«<ip]y imitated aod h^n 
j^y reftorcd 5 e^ecially that of ErQ5perti,u$, tq whotfl^ 
l\c 13 po kfs rolated by ^eniu^, than Ipy blood? a% 

lie pairucularly rcfeipble§ that poet hi his. chief o^-. 

cplleijcy, Whep. you read bjs elf gi??, whatever 1^^ 
cjegant, tender, and a^r«able, wiU cpji^pire to charm: 
ypu X a3 you will clearly difcpver jhey derive thpi; 
liOjcagc frpm Propcrtlus. H^ ha? lately made ibme. 

attempts in the lyric kind> in which hf <»s fuccc6-r, 
&lly cojries the mgipjipr pf Horace; as bc.hji? thifji; 

■ • " of 
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of the other poet juft mentioned. You would ima- 
gine, were there fuch .a thing as^ a, kin4.r<4 io ge- 
nius, that the blood of Horace Rkewife flowed in 
i6& veins. He cfirplays 4 mod woii4erftil compaft 
and pregnancy of ima^ation :* when he ddbrihil 
the paffipn of love, you perceive Kis heart is et!tin&* 
Ij pofiefiad by the moft tender fentiments ; wl^ 
he p^nts the cmotioos of grief ^ you fee hi$ {waft 
is penetrated witk the deepeft ibrrow 5 wfaen lie: 
enters upon topics 'of panegyiiq, ie is witk dt 
the ardor of the wacmeft benerol^nce y when hr 
diverts hunfelf with fudsj^e^ of pkdantry^ it i& bt 
the^uiitof die moft i^;r^ble'giya:y', in Ihoit^ 
iHiarevor Qxxies of poetry he jet^ages, in, be^tEv 
cutes «C with fugh a mafteriy; hand, that one 
woidd imag^ic were the fing^ b^axxch m which 
he had appihed htmfelf. The c^ngerous indifpoG-* 
tioa of. i^k t fiienid and fuch a genius, occafios'^ 
» mqch anxieiy ti^ mc» aa it did paiatp hiox. Ait 
ajt lengiAi U '^ 'r<covered» andi^ peade is scfloindr 
ap evmt wihich M^rv«^ your, cong^tijladon^ tee*! 
qnly for my f^e, but for the fake of learning itfeif; 
wlwrh ran as groat » hazard by hi& danger^ kf ^ k 
Wjjl njfieiv^ gl^ry* by hvi recovery. Farcw<;L: r r 



' • 1 . •-'■ 



I ET' 



540 the LETTERiS BookK. 



LErrER XXIIL To MAxiMtrs. 

IT has frequently happened^ Jis I have been 
pleading before the centurhviri, that thofe ve- 
nerable judges, after having preferved as long as poi^ 
fible the gravity and foiemnity fintabte to their cha- 
ra&er, have at length been forced, as k were, to 
break thro' allreftraints, and haven&n upv with one 
confent, in my apf^ufe. I have often: Itkewife gun- ' 
ed as much glory inthefenate, as my utmoilwilhes 
could deiire : but I never was touched with a more 
lenfible pleafure, than by an account which I lately 
received from Cornelius Tacitus. He informed xne^ 
that at the laft CinQeniia0 games, he fat next to a 
Roman knight, who after much dtftourfe had pa& 
jed between them i^n various points of learning, 
alked him if he was an Italian, or a provincial ? 
Tacitus replied, " Your acquaJotance with Ktera- 
** tuce muft have informed you who I am'\ Ay! 
iaid the knight, «^ Pray then is it Tackus or PHny^ 
lam talking with ?•* I cannot exprefs how highly I 
am pleafed to find, that our names are not lb much' 
the proper appellatiws of men, as a kind of dH? 
tin^ion for learning herfelf 5 and that eloquence 
renders ua known to thofe, who would be ignorant 
of us by any other means. An accident of the feme 

nature. 
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jiacure happened to me a few days s^o. Fabiiis 
Jlafimis, a |}erlaa of diftinguifhed merit, was phcad 
next tojnt at table y and below him a countryman 
cf hiS) who was juil then come to Rome for the 
.firft time. Rufinus dcfired his friend to take no- 
dee of me, and felliinto a converiadon upon the (vb^ 
jeft of my eloquence : to whom the other imme* 
dsatdy rejdiedj ** That muft undoubtedly be Pliny.** 
To own the truths I look upon thele inllances as 
a very iconfiderablc rccompence of my labors. 
Had Dempfiihenes reafon to be pleaied with the 
old woman of Athens crying out, * " This is 
^* Pemofthenes ?** And may J not be allowed to 
^^atuiate myfelf upon the extenfive reputation 
iijy name ha? acquired t Yes, my .friend, I wHl re- 
joice in it, and without fcruple own that i do. As 
I only mention ; the judgment of others concerning 
me, pot the opinion I conceive of myfelf, I am 

not 



* The dor^r^j^tp^^iyy Tvily, isthns : J>Gmpf&e^tf^ wet 
iu> QJd WQiasm jc^rrying » p^i} qi wat^r, upgn which (he whif- 

ers 19 ber coipp^ni^, '' This is DemQdhenes!** Jipuftnot, 
wcver, ppnce^l from the reader, that. Tally CQ]a4emn^ the 
l^recian ^rs^tpr for being plei^ec^ upon this occafion, and ac^ 
flints for it in the triip fpirit of genuine philofc^hy *» fiptt4 
jalios fo^ui videlicet didiceratp notf p^itfif/i iffe fecum : hi9 had 
. Jeaint the ^ of taking to pthers^ but WfU PQS^cqu^n^d^ it 
JipiSy with the mpft inftrudiye of Ml ^t^, the art of Jie/f-con' 
.'pir/e: ^ little pf thi^, home-philpla^y wou}d have {sought 
jiim^ .ii> the |iid^iQeat of Tully, to x^^te fuulgar jsuiinir^itipn At 
i^lpW^r v4iie. 

♦Tuf^.l.i^ 
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•Wift-^raiditf- interring the cefrfbir of viiiity ^ e%€^ 
^i^y. frotti yot:i, who, as y<iw erivy no man's re- 

pwtatieri, 

^ Thtie who hftvd forliied their aoUobs k£ ^odefiy actoi^iAg 
to the falfe refinements in manners^ which latter times have in- 
Qx)daicell, will X!akM dFenoe» probably, tit thte iidvantageoiis 
terms in which Plii^ here, and in fome other pafiages of fikefe 
Ifctlfers, ipeaks of hinifelf. But it will hot be juft to eftimaCe 
tDQr auth^s charai^cr^ hy inaxiins which' havie been recemd 
in' the wx>rld loiig llnce he left it. It is naoft certain that 

*"inodeftjr, according to- the idea the antittfts had of it; xUd riot 
{neidier in the ^ truth of thing« does ii^ fo4>M a mail to ^ak 
well of hlnifelfy wliere he has merit to fupport the charader 

.he cteiUft. True isjodeily cbniilbed only (as iadeed it ought oil- 
]y to confii^ in being ajhamed to commit any thing bafe and un- 
tvolthy'; any thing udb&coming the dignity iSf'hQilnan n^- 

. foi^ {-any thing m defiance, of 'that r^^repce we owet0 our 
selves, and to that rank we hold in the order of rational beings : 

' file sM^, \ti (hoit, ^ t4^^swriuium'oimuimf 4s Tully emphoti- 
ca% ca|ls her« t^e guardian and protedrefs of the whole train 
of human virtues. PKny^Whofo- often recommends 0!roi//f/^ as oite 

: iof tbemOitfidniif^yktiKs.inotbenty€0«}d.Qcv£r.hAve fpokm 
thus favorably of his own merit, if it had been contrary to the 

• received hcrtitons of thjtt moft aaitable tjuality. Atid that it Svas 
■ not, lis ^IcCremely ieyid^ Irom the whole tenor of ^uitiquiQr in 

the article of felf-commendatlon. Homer's tTlyffes (to bor- 

• 4t)w the obfervation of a very polite and judicious critic) 

**• calls himfelf the tui/efi of the Grecians, as his Achilles does 
" not fg:Tiple to reprefent himfelf the iefi and mofi 'valiant of 

• ^ ihieih ; and that too, in a coondSi of a« »tlie'princes : Vtrgil 
'^' ilas^iven-ns his approbaftioa of both "the one-snd the dfhet, 
'** ih^^i^^king jEneas talk frequently ttf 'his own -JMcJty and 

' •• ViSbnr.*— Socrates in Plftto, is always bron^ht "in«to htsa4> 
" VMftagje; he himfelf 'quotes ^heofade, which pn>noai\ced 
•^him tofce tfaenv^tf^iwMw. - Xeiip^hon reprwetits Gyms, 

• •* uteibn his death-bed, as tc^ng notice of the grfeateft bcantj' 
' •* -OT *his ownxhttrdCler,*his hnmail^y :; in '•'piece whfch every 

^* one. knows was'd^iignMfer^Siedi«3ii€tet)if a;pei^^ 
-'^ <fefar ttod the greact Jewiih writer of *his-ownlift freqochtly 
tttmmcnd themfehrcs r the grcateft-trilac, as well as the 
g|:eateft orator among the Romans^ who foofuin Tcckofis 
Modeftj among the things which are moil neceiTary toward 

** rendering 






pucation, fb you are particularly ztalous for nuhe. 
FareweL , . . . 
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IGre^X^ a^psDt<6 of your Jiaving, ia con^Iiance 
. wiih:0iy^*.1ctter> received, again into y^r fir 
if^Ijf;a^i^or, ^a freedfman><wh(m you lonce ad* 
mi^ jutohftiiJiaff of your afl^dipn. It; will aflford 
ypu, I >doiibt mtf 9^i &psfadion. It certainly^ af 

Uf&^\aAp^ b^thas it ba^pioofthatj^ou ar^ ca- 

* 
|pa^le.49f bwgigovemed in yquFipalficffi,. afid a$^ i^ 

ply Vi^h aiy rrefl«^^ -IPan wiB ^fccqpj^ ^therefore^ 
m-Oftccii ^)otb,^ niay^^ appi^/ an^iny.tbanja^ At 

4liff<1l4^M^ t9f»l^9!^«-crFpt!S0f :^v people thof 

*?wtw«l;; .s .-..V . ■ . .; .„,, f , ;-,„;! . .. ;; 
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*< quent is he in prai£ng himfeli, and in ietting*iiis own ment 
** in a true liglit ? Bat what pots this beyond difpute (and 

IT Tftrfjpwifelfce'iJafe^lJH^ of. one^s 

*' felf may be very conliilent with th^ ^nateft it^wefty) is to 
^* be found in the Acred writings, in whidk JMofeS fays of ii&i« 
<' felf» that he was tlie mekeji man upon eartV\ ESay oa 
Pope^s Odyf. ft. i.ca. 
. «.Se»*Let. 21. M this Bode. 
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LETTER. 2[2[K Ta^MAmtiAm^ 

THO^ you CQflQ{>iaux of the crowd o£i^^ 
afl^s. which prcfs upon you, yet,, as if you: 
were cnj^ir^ the cooil umntprruptcd Irifijre, yoft 
rc^ and adtxurc; 't feeixis^. my poctispk trifles^, ancl. 
'Mt a ISotfe ciiCQijr^Qra» ftilt to pc/fevcrc m tbpm% 
1 bcg|n» indeecl,^ lo puriufii thisi kiidb of ftudy^ 
aa: only with a view ta ojy Mnufemcmv hu^^ niy 
^ory\ l^noe^ they have, appmwdr ^mfdycs to, 
the Judgment of a waA of you^ ^^vity- and 
Icaming^ and> what is. mpro: than all, qC yoiir 
yeraci^. At pwfertt I h%yesfome c^iulifefcupoBtmy 
fends; wWcU (tUtf i5iOt very- dijeply^ indeed,^ hflw^ 
xver^ engage meV whea I feall feyfr^ di^atched 
diefc, 1 wUf agpioF tnift- my- to^- ii^ your-caHicBd. 
bolbm^ Yw will (Uffe my B«fe doyes aiK^ ^ap- 
TOWS to take wing KOiong y0W «lgji€S \tf youAoid^ 
have the fen^Q good Cf4moft qC *cni l^^dwey iftve 
of themfelve$ *» if not^ you will kmdly cQpfin^^jjp^ 
to their cage ?md dkir qefe. Fare^eX 



t ,1 



*• Muring to the Rc«Mi ibttd|nt, Mr**A.««:afr«tefa;^ 
9J0Q the toy 'pf a Ipeaf . • . ^ 
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LETTER XXFI. Ta Lupercos. 

I Said once (and I think not improperly) of a 
certdn orator of the prefent age, whofe com- 
pofitions arc extremely regular and correct, but by 
no means fublime and ornamented, ** His only 
" fault is, that he has none/* Whereas he who is 
poffeffed of the true fpirit of oratory, Ihould be 
bold and elevated, and fometimes even flame out 
and be hurried away with all the warmth and vio- 
lence of paflion ^ in (hort, he ihould frequently ibar 
to great, and even dangerous heights: for precipices 
are generally near whatever is towering and exalted. 
The Plain, 'tis true, affords a fafer, but for that 
reafon a more humble and inglorious path : they 
that run, arq more likely to ftuxpble than they 
that creep ; but the latter gain no honor by not 
flipping, while the former even fall with glory. It 
is with eloquence, as with fome other arts ; flie is 
never more pleaflng, than when flie hazards mofl:. 
Have you not obferved what acclamations our 
rope-dancers excite, at the infl:ant of imminent 
danger ? Whatever is moft unexpected and ha- 
zardous, or as the Greeks ftrongly exprefs it, 
whatever is moft darings has always the greateft 
fliare of our admiration. The pilot's ikiU is by no 

M m means 
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means equally proved in a calm, as in a ftorm : in 
the former cale he tamely enters the port, un- 
noticed and unapplauded y but when the cordage 
cracks, the mad bends^ and tl\e rudder groans, 
then is it that he fiiines forth in full luftre, and is 
adored as litde infcnor to a fea^god. The reafen 
of my making this obliervation is, becaiafe, if I 
miftake not,, you have marked Ibme paflages in 
my writing fior being tumid, exorbitant^ and 
over-wrought,, which in my eftimation, are fdl and 
bold and fublime. But it is material to confidec, 
whether your cricicifm turns upon fuch points as are 
real fauks, or only ftiiking and ren>arkable e:sprtffi'' 
ons. Whatever is elevated is liirc to be obferved i 
but k requires a very nice judgment to diftinguiflv 
the bounds between true and falfc grandeur ', be- 
tween a jufl and enormous height. To g^re an 
inilancd oucc^ Homer, both of the grand and ele* 
vated i}:iie,.in the following lines; which can fcarce^ 
I imagine, have cfcaped any reader's ob&rvation : 

Heav*^n in loud thunder bids the trumpet fnund \ 
Andwide beneath tbemgroans the rendif^ grmndt. 



• I >i» ■< 



Again, 



Rcdin'd.on clouds hisjleeds and armor lay^. 

« It 3t3tL 387. Pope's tianff 
} 11. V. 356. faking of Mars. 
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So m ihc^ whble parage : 

^As torrents rdll^ encreas' d hy numerous ritts^ 
ffitb rage impetuous down their echoing htUs^ 
Kufi to the vates^ and poured atong the plain^ 
Roar thro'' a thou/and channels to the main. 

Itm^iO&i I fty^ a very deMtc h*id to fc^thdfe 
irtOaphoii^, tod 4«<ermitie ^tether tlley Aft too ft» 
gjtMSiv^ nM lofty^ Of ttxAy m^j^^ add fiiblime. 
Nee thkt 1 thiAtC a^y' thing #hkh I hdV6 written, 
or cm wvite, adiniks o^ oroMpaif ifo^ Mdi thefe. I am 
not e»»a^)igant enough t;^ fay ^ : what I woidd 
be tmddK^ftd^ (0 contend for i^, that- we fliould 
throw v^ &o i^rimH to doquei^ce, Mr f^llrak^ the 

Mitt 2 




< n, 4. ▼. 4C2» Pope^s dnnfl. It is with great judgment 
Tlfaiy difl^guHnes between grandeur and ele^ation^ which, tho' 
they' are {bfli«cikre» oonfetuKied, tft moft certaiiily cUftiiidfc. 
Grandeur feems to cox^ enuFelv ia the fentiment, and is the 
fitf tiixHM ^e- (pe^M ef fahU&xfry' wlach ^ Longinus hsfe ent- 
iqemted. The pafTage that admired critic quotes from the 
account which Mofes ^res of the creation, is of this kind : 
G9d JaidfLi^ tbtr§ ki light i andtbere was Hgkt. Here k no* 
lihingiritheexpredibnomaimentedor elevaii^; the language 
^s tlach ibid iimpfej^ yet obnveys to thi» v&aii the nobleft id«a 
or omnipotence, ^at thp iltmoft efforts of the ibongeft idoagi^ 
naf^on can eonceive* figt when a fublime thought is dothiei (if 
I ifiay To fay) in all the {graceful propriety of juft ^re, it then- 
becomes e&vatedt. The ifiuftrations which our author pi^ 
ddces i^om Hoihtr, artf of thi? fort ^ where ^reataeft of ^^ 
ttittif m £ei|HteD*d' b^ beaut/ of ima|pr/.> 
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daring flights of genius within too narrow a com-* 
pais. But it will be laid, perhaps^ there is a wide 
difference between orators and poets. As if, in 
truth,. Tully .were not as bold in his figures as any 
of the poets. But not to mention particular in- 
ftances from him, in a point where, I imagine, 
there can be no difpute -, does ' Demofthenes him- 
fclf, that model and ftandard of true oratory, does. 
Demofthenes check and reprefs the fire of his ge- 
nius, in that well-known paflage which be^ns thus : 
" Yc infamous flatterers, ye evil genii, &c ? " •— . 
And again, " It is neither with ftones nor bricks 
V that I have fortified this city, &c."— And after- 
wards ; *' I have thrown up thefe out-works before 
*f Attica, aftd pointed out to you all the refources 
♦' which human prudence can fuggeft, &c/'-— And 
in another place ; " O my countrymen, I fwear by 
*^the immortal Gods, that he is intoxkated wit^ 
" thegrandeur of his own adtions, &c." — But what 
can be more daring and beautiful than that long 

di- ' 

•» The defign of Pliny in this letter is, to juftify the figurative 
^xpreiiions he had employed, probably in Tome oration, by in- 
llances of the fame warmth of coloring from thofe great mailers 
of eloquence, Demofthenes and his rival iEfchines. But the 
for€e of the paflages which he produces ftota thefe oraton^ 
m^ift neccifarily be greatly weakened to a mere modem reader, 
fome of them being only hinted at, as generally well known; 
and the metaphors in feveral of the others, have either loft . 
much of their original fpirit and boldnefs, by being introdticed 
and received into common language, or cannot, perhaps, be 
preierved in an En^liih tranflation. 
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digr^flion, which be^ns in this manner : " A tcr- 
•* riWc difeafe^ O my countrymen, has feized upon 
•* allGrcece,&c?" — ^The following paffage likewife, 
^^tho* Ibmething (horter, is conceived in the fame 
*' boldnels. of metaphor r-^— " Then it was I rofe up 
in oppo&uon to the daring Pytho^ who poured 
forth a tomnt of menaces agabft you, &c.'*— 
The fubfequent ftri^hire is of the fame llamp : 
*^ When a man has ftrengthen'd himfelf, as Philip 
** has, in avarice and wickednels, upon the firft pre« 
*' tcnce that offers itfclf, at the firft fialfe ftep, be it 
ever fo inconfiderable, be brijiles up bis mane 
and deihoys all, &c/! — ^So in the fame ftik with 
the foregoing is this : — " Railed off^ as it were, 
^^ from the privileges of Ibciety, by the cbnciirrent 
and juft judgments of the three tribunals in the 
city.'*--And in the fame place : **.0 AriftogJ- 
ton ! you have betrayed that mercy which uled 
to be ihewn to offences of this nature, or rather 
•* iindeed, you have wholly exhaufted it. In vain 
• * then, would you fly for refuge to a j>^r/, which you 
** have Jbut up^ and cboaked with piles "^-^VLe, 
had faid before i ** I am afraid therefore, you fhould 
** ai^)ear in the judgment of fome, to have fet up a 
^^ public office for bad education; for there is a 
^^ weakneis in all wickedneis^ which renders it un- 
1* able to fupport itfelf !** — ^And a httle lower •, I 
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*' fee nanc. of tb^ie wftnirces i^n to him % but flJ 
^< is precipice^ gulpbymifr^9uni^fsy'-^MA 
9gain : '* Near do I imagine th« our wpeftpps 
^* erefted thofc courts of judicature, thtt men of 
*^ hi^ charader ftiould be planted there j but on 
^* the contrary, that none may dijfirc to inwate 
" their evil actions/'-^ And afterwaidii ; *^ Jf h« 
<* i9 then. the trtijictr of every wickcdoefe, if bf 
f ' openly makes it his traM and /w^ij&c. "— And 
a thou£uid other paflages which I might cite (o the 
fame pur^ie ; not to mention thofe expref&ons 
which ^fchines fSiys, are not words, but wonders. % — 
You will tdl me, perhaps, I have unwarily men-^ 
tioned iEfi:hines, lince Demofthcnes is condemn'd 
even by him, for running into tbefe figurative lex- 
preilions. But ohferve, I intreat yoq, how far fu* 
perior the former orator is, to his criticifer, and 
fuperior toe jui the very paflages to which he ob- 
je£U : for in others, the ftrength of his genius dif* 
covers itfelf \ in thofe above quoted, the fublimity 
of it fhines out. But does ^chines himfelf avoid 
ikrhat he reproves in Demofthenes } <^ The orator, 
fays he,^< Athenians, and the law, oii^t to fpiuk the 
^' fame lai^uage *, but when the voice of the law 
*^ declares one thing,and that of the orator another, 
^* we fhould ^ve our vote tQ the juftice of the law^ 

^^ not 
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•* not to the impudence of the orator. •• ~ And in 
another place : ** He afterwards manifeftly difco- 
*^ vored die defign he had^ of concealing hi$ fraud 
•* under cover of the decree, hatring exprefsly de* 
f* clared therein, that the embafladors fent to the 
** Orecae gave the fiv« talents, not to you, but to 
*•* CaBias. And that you inay be convinced what 
I fay is tke truth (after htyh^ftripped the decree 
of hs gattks^ its pomp and oftentation) read the 
« claufe itfdf. •• — And in another part : " Suffer 
^ luim not CO brtak covir and wander out of the 
•* limits of the queftion : " A metaphor he is lb 
fond of» that he repeats it again : ^ But remaining 
*^ firm and confident in the aflembly, drive him 
*^ into the merits of the queftion, and obferve well 
^^ how he doubles.*' — ^Is his ftile more referved and 
fimple, when he feys : " But you arc for -ever 
** wpundiiig our ears, and are more concerned for 
^* the fuccefs of your daily haran^^es, thaa for the 
** (alvadonof the city." -.^WhatfbUows isconcciv* 
ed in a yet higher (train of figure : ^* WiU you not 
^ expd this man as the common calamity of 
^^ Greece ? wilt you not Uxk and purulh this 
*• pirate of the ftate, who fails about in queft of 
*' favorable conjunfbires ? &c"-i— with many other 
palTages of the like nature. And now I exped you 
will make the fame attacks upon certaui expref- 

Mm 4 fioRS 
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(ions in this letter, as you did upon thofe I have 
been endeavoring to defend. The rudder that 
groans J and the pilot compared to a fea-god^ will 
not, i imagine, efcape your criticifm : for I per- 
ceive while I am fueing for indulgence to my for- 
mer ftile, I have fallen into the fame turn of fi- 
gure that you condemn. But attack them if you 
pleafe, provided you will immediately appoint a 
day when we may meet to difcufs thefe matters 
in perfon : you will then, either . teach me to be lefe 
daring, or I ftiall le^rn you to be more bold. 
Farewel. 



LETTER JSrXF/Z 2^^ Lateranus. 

I Have had many occafions to obferve the power, 
the dignity, the majefty, and I will add too, 
even the divine efficacy there is in hiftory \ but I 
nevet met with fo ftrong an inftance of it as lately. 
An author had recited part of an hiftorical per- 
formance, which he had drawn up with the utmoft 
regard to truth, refervmg the remainder for ano- 
ther day. When behold ! the friendis of a certain 
perfon came to him, and earneftly conjured him 
not to recite the reft : fo much were they afhamed to 
hear thofe aftions repeated, which yet they did not 
blulh to commit! The hiftorian complied (as he 

well 
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well might, without any- breach of honor) with 
ithcir requeft. But however, both the hiftory and 
the adtion ftili remain, .and v/ill ever rem^n and be 
read. And read too with fo much the greater cu- 
riolity, as the publication of it is delayed : for no- 
thing raifes the inquifitive difpofition of mankind {q 
much, as to defer the gratification of it, FareweL 

LEttER XXVIIL To RomXnus. 

YOUR letters have at length reached me, 
and I received three at once ; all written in 
the ftrongeft fpirit of eloquence and friendfliip^ and 
fuch as I had reafon to expert from you, efpecially^ 
after having wilhed for them fo long. In one» 
you enjoin me the very agreeable commilfioh of 
forwarding your letter to that excelleilt lady, the 
virtuous ^ Plotina : I will take care to do fo. At 

the 

* Plotina was confort to the emperor Trajan. Her virtues 
are celebrated by feveral hiilorians, and our author draws amoft 
amiable character of her, iii few words, in his noble * Panegy* 
ric upon that prince. He reprefents her (and he could not give 
a higher idea of her) as meriting the choice of that exceUent 
emperor ; of a fandity of manners worthy of antient Rome ; 
plain in her habit, modeft in her equipage, and polite in her 
addrefs. She greatly contributed, it is f faid, to the wife 
choice which Trajan made of a fucceflbr; and Adrian, in gra« 
titude for her good offices to him in that eleftion, dedicated a 
magnificent temple to her memory, at Nifmes in Languedoc : 
the remains of which are ftill to be ;( feen. 

* Plin. Paneg. n^. 83. f Eutrop. L. 8. c. 6. % Mont- 
i!i«g. Diar. p. 4. 
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the fame time you recommended to me Pbpilicis 

Attemifius ; and accordingly I have performed 
your reqoeft. You tell me alib^ your vintage 
bas, proved extremdy moderate. That com- 
plaint, notwithS-anding we are leparated by 
iuch <}iftant countries, is common to us both. 
Your (econd letter inforois me, that you are cm^ 
ployed in di£bting and writing upon a fubjeft, 
wherein you have m« ilropgly ih view* I am 
much obliged to you ; and Ihould be more fo> 
if you would give me the plcafure of reading 
your performance. It is but juft indeed, that 
as I communicate to you all my compbfitions; 
ypu fliould fuffcr me ito partake of yours, 
even tho' they ihould turn upon fubjcfts which 
ioncem others. You piomife me in the dofe 
of your letter, 'that as foon as you {hall be inform* 
ed-with certainty, in what manner I intend to dif^ 
pofe of myfelf, you will make an elopement from 
your family, and immediately fly to me :. I am 
already preparing certain chains for you, which, 
when I have you here, you will by no meatts be 
able to break thro*. I learn from your third^ 
that my oration in behalf of Clarius has been ddi<- 
vered to you, which appears, it feems, more full than 
when you hear'd it pronounced. It is fo, I con- 

fefs ; 
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fcU V be I <ifterwqr& very co0fiderai3ijr enlaiged 
k. You menCioa having fcnt mt another letter^ 
which you fay jm% nmtten with peculiar elegance^ 
and defire to know if I iiavc recdved it : I have 
not» but impatiendy wiih &r its- ariiraL To 
make mc amends, write to me upon every the 
firfl: opportunky, and pay me wkh full intereft Sot 
this delays which Ifh^Ucoroptuie, beaflorod, at 
the higheft rate : for teU me, can I acquit you up* 
on more reaibnable terms ? Farewel. 



LETTER XXIX. To Rusticus. 

Jk S k is fiir better to ejfcel in any fingle art, than 
jtjL to vrive only at a mediocrity hi feveral % fo, 
on the other hand, a moderate fkill in feveral is co 
be preferM, wber^ one cannot attain to perfeflioii 
in any* Upon this maxim k is, that I have at« 
tempted compolitions of various forts, as I couW 
not cxpeft to carry any particular one to its 
higheft point of excdkhcy. I hope, therefore, 
when you read a,ny performance of mine, you will 
confider it with that indulgence which is due to 
an author^ who has not confined himfelf to a 
fmgle manner of writing, but has ftruck out into 
diiferent kinds. In every other fort of workmanfliip, 
the number pleads fome excufc for the dcfickncies 

of 
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of the ardft; and fhall works of literature, the 
moft difficult of all others, be tried by a feverer 
law ? But whiift I am befpeaking your candor, am 
I not bringing my gratitude in queftion ? For, if 
you receive thefe laft pieces with the lame indul- 
gence that you have all my former, I haye more 
reafbn to hope for your applaufe, than to fue for 
your pardon. However, your pardon will be fiaf- 
fident. Farewel. 



L ETTER XXX, To Geminius. 

YO U have frequently in conver&tion, and 
lately in a letter, commended your friend 
Nonius to me for his great liberality to fome par- 
ticular perfbns : I iKali join with you in his ap* 
plaufe, if his bounty is not confined to thofe only. 
I would have Him who defires to (hew him- 
felf influenced by a fpirit of true gencrofity, be 
liberal to lus country, his kindred, his relations, 
and his fiiends ; his friends, I mean, in diftrefs : 
riot like thofe who chiefly beftow their prefents, 
where there is the greateft ability to make returns. 
I do not look upon fuch, as parting with any thing of 
their own 5 on the contrary, I confider their bounties 
as only fo many difguifed baits, thrown out with a 
defign of catching the property of others. Much 

of 



Book IX. ef PLINY. 557 

pf the, lame charader are thofe, who defraud one 
man in order to be generous to another, and pur- 
iue munificence thro* the paths of avarice. The 
firll aod, fundamental principle of geniune liberality, 
is, to be contented with one's ov/n ; and after that, 
tp cherifh and embrace all the moft indigent of 
every kind, in one comprehenfive circle of bene^ 
vdence. If your frieiid obferves this rule in ks 
fiill extent, he is entirely to be commended ; if he 
only partially purfues it, ftiU he deferves (in a lels 
degree indeed, however, he deferves) applaufe : fo 
uncommon is it to meet with an inftance of g^^ne- 
rofxty even of the moft imperfect kind ! The luft 
of avarice has fo totally feized upon mankind, that 
their wealth feems rather to poffels them, than 
they to poflefs their wealth, Farewel. 

LE'trER XXXI. r^ Sardus. 

1 Still condnued with you, notwithftanding we had 
parted : for I entertained myfelf with reading 
over your book. And I frequently repeated with 
particular fondnefs, (I honefUy own it) thofe paf> 
fages of which I am the fubjed : a fubjed upon 
which, indeed, you have been extremely copious. 
With what a variety of expreffion, and in how 
many different lights have you placed the lame 

fenti- 
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faitiments coDcerning the fame pef £»¥ ? WiB ydH 
iiaffer .me ro ma%\e my app}a;dei vnxk mf U^ 
knowledgments ? I can do 'utiihet^ foik^ntly f 
and. if I coold, theve wooid be fonKXhfiigy I foar^ 
of vanity, in making that the fi}bj^&of mj pfstfe^ 
idiick is,, in trudi, the obje& of my thankfw I 
wiH only add. then, that I choughc ybur conopji-' 
meots to me raifed the meric ci yovn" performMce i 
as the itietit of your performaAce htigbtenet) the* 
ptea&DC o^ your con^Imems. Farewel. 

• T 
I * 

LET'TER. XXXIL To Tin anus. 

WHAT are youdoing? And vriiat do yoir 
propofe to do f As for myfelf, I pafs my 
life in the moft agreeable^ that is, inr the mof! dif- 
cngaged manner imaginable. I do not find my 
felf therefore,, in the htanor to write a' kJfl^ letter, 
tho* I am to read one. I am too much a man of 
{^aJTure for the former, and' juft idle enough for 
tic ktrer : for noras are more incf okftt, you know, 
than the voluptuous^, or have more curiofity than^ 
t6i»fi^ who have nothing to db. Farcweh 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXIII. To Caninius. 

I Have met wkh. a ftoiy^ which tfao* it is fup 
ported bjr tstdoubted ccediiv has^ aU the air of 
fable, and; woidd af&rd a very proper fubjed for the 
fublimity of your Iktrely^ and truly poetical genius. 
Ic waa related tt>rac the other day at table, where the 
cooyer&tba happened to turn upon vaiious kinds 
of ouractdous events. The perfbn who gave the 
account^ was^ a ooan of unfui^efbd veradcy : — l)i^ 
what has a poet ta do with troth > However, yoQ 
might ve&tiare: ta rely upon his tsftttnony^ even tho* 
you. had the charader of a faith&il hiltoriaa eo Aip^ 
port. There is m Africa a town called HSppo, 
lioiated not far from the fca^cos^ : it fiands' upon' 

a. nairigabls lake^ front whence a current runs inta 

» 

the nmn ocean, which ebba and Sows from the fea.' 
Perfons of all ages divert themfelves here wkh 
fHhing, filing or fwinung ; e^^i^y boys, whom 
love of ^play and idlene& bring hither. The con-- 
teft among them: is,, who &all ha^e tlie ^ory (^ 
fwiming farthcfl:;. and he chat ieaves^ the ftoie and 
hit compQBiiona. at the grcaeefi diftance, gain&the 
viaacy.J It happened in one of thefe trials of 
Hdll,. that a certain boy,, more. holdT than the reft, 
launched out towatdd the Q|:|)oftte fltore. Hb 

waa 
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was met by a dolphin % who fometimcs fwam be- 
fore him, fbmetimes behind him, then played 
round him, and at lad took him upon his back, 
then let him down, and afterwards took him up 
again -, and thus carried the poor frightened boy 
out into the deeped part ; when immediately he 
turns back again to the (hore, and lands him a- 
mong Ms companions. The fame of this remark- 
able accident fpread thro' the town, and crowds 
of people flocked round the boy (whom they view- 
ed as a kind of prodigy) to afk him queftions and 
hear him relate the ftory. The next day the Ihore 
w^ lined with multitudes of fpeftators, all atten- 
tively . obfervmg the ocean, and (what indeed is 
almod jtfelf an ocean) the lake. In the mean 
while the boys fwam as ufual, and among the reft, 
the youth I ani fp^king of went into the lake, 
but with more caution than before. The dolphin 
appeared again and came to the boy, who, toge- 
ther with his companions fwam away with the 
utmoft . precipitation. The dolphin, as it were, 
to invite and recal them, bounded and dived up 
and down, -winding about in a thouiand different 
circles. This he praAifed for ieveral days toge- 
ther, 

• This animal is celebrated by feveral of the aniients fitf 
itsjdiilanthropjr; and Plmy the elder, in particular, relates 
this very ftory ^ among odier inftances, in confirmation of that 
notion. See Plin. hift. nat. 1. 9. c. 8. 
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ther, till the people (accuftomed from their in* 
fancy to the fea) began to be afhamed of their 
timidity. ^ They ventured therefore^ to advance 
nearer, playing with him and calling him to 
them, ^whiie he in return, fuSered himfelf to be 
tCHJched and ftroaked. Ufe rendered them more 
couragious : The boy, in particular, who firft made 
the experiment, fwam by the fide of him, and 
leaping upon his back, was carried about in 
that manner: thus they began to be fond and 
acquainted with each other. There feemed now* 
indeed, to be no fear on either fide, the confi* 
dence of the one and tamenefs of the other mu- 
tually encreafing ; the reft of the boys in the mean 
\^hile furroundjng and encouraging their compa- 
nion. It is very remarkable, that this dolphin 
was followed by a fecond, which feemed only aa 
a fpeftator and attendant of the former ; for he did 
not at all fubmit to the fame familiarities as the firfi:^ 
but only conduced him backwards and forwards, 
as the boys did their comrade. But what is far- 
ther furprifihg, and no lefs tme than that 1 have 
already related, is, this dolphin who thus played 
with the ,boys and carried them upon his back, 
would come upon Ihe fhore, dry himfelf in 
the fand, and as fbon as he grew warm^ roll 

N n badi 
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back into the Tea. Odbavius Avitus, deputy go- 
vernor of the province, from an abfurd J)iece of 
fuperftition. poured ^ fbmc {H-ecious ointment 
over him as he lay on the ihore : The novelty and 
fmell of which, made him retire into the ocean, 
^nd it was not tiit after feveral days that he was fecn 
again, when he appeared dull and languid ; how- 
ever he recovered his ftrength, and continued his 
ufual wanton tricks. All the ma^ftrates round 
the country flocked hither to view this fight» the 
enteruunment of whom upon thdr arrival, and 
during their ftay, was an additional expence, 
which the (lender finances of this little community 
could lit afford ; befides, the quiet and retirement 
of the place was utteriy deIlroyed« It was 
thought proper therefore to remove the pccafioti 
of this concourle, by privately killing the poor 
dolphin. And now, with what a flow of tender- 
nefs will you defcribe this fad ^ cataftrophy ! and 

bow 

^ It was a religious ceremony pradffed bf the anticnts, to 
poor precioas ointments upon the flatiies of their gods : 
Avitus, it is probable, imagmed this dolphin was fome iea* 
divinity, and therefore exprefTed his veneration of him by the 
folemnity of facred undion. 

^ The overflowing humanity of Pliny's temper breaks out 
upon all occafions, but he difcoversit in nothing more ftiODglx 
than by the imprefiion which this little ftoiy ap^rs to have 
made upon hun. True benevolence indeed, extends itfdf 
Sh90*-the whole compafs of exiilence, and fyimpathizes with 
the diftreflfs of every creature capable of feniatiou. Litde 

i pi nif- 
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hovr wiil your gehiiis ^orn- and heigho^n this 
ino^ng ftory ! 'tho* indeed ; it does not require 
Any fiftidous ennbeOiihnients ; it wiU: be TafBcient 
«0 place the real cifcumffances in thtiir fltU li^t< 
Farewet* 

■• • • • 

LETTER XXXIF, ^^ Tra^nquiLlus. 

I Am under a wonderous difficulty, which you 
mufl: fettle« I have not, I am told^ a good 
manner of reading verfes : my talent lying chief!/ 
in reciting prations, I iucceed fo much the worfe^ it 
feemSf in poetry. I defign therefore, as I am to re- 
cite ibme poems to my particular friends^ to make 
ufe of my freedman for that purpofe. It is an in« 
ftance, I own, of my treating them with litde cere- 
mony, that I employ a perfon who is not himfelf 
Vtry expert in this way. However^ lie will per- 

N n 2 form 



nunds wlKf be apt to cdiifidcra.compaffiQxi of this inferior 
kind, as aiiioftance of weakaefs 1 but it is andoiibtedly the evi« 
denoeofanobte nature. .Homer thought it not unbeGonung 
the charadcr crenof a Hei^, to melt into tears at a diftrefs of 
this forty aiid has given us a tnpft amiable and aflFefUng pidure 
of X7^|rflet weeping over hi» faithful dog ArgHS» when he ex* 
^iresat Insfisetc 



Softfity twcVd ibi migity majter'sfiuii 
Moitm Hi chiik tkt tear unHiUUn fipif^ 
SfoUtAfmeMdi bi turned Hi head^mnidrfd 

^ Oiftzm. Popc^ 
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form, I 'know, beQer than I can^ provided ^his 
fears do :noc di&onccrt him . ; for he is as T3npra<5tif- 
*d a reader,^ asl am a poet. ' Now die important 
qUeftion is, how I (hall behave while he is read<^ 
ing ( whether I Ihall fit in a fix*d and indolent poC- 
ture, or follow him as he pronounces, with my 
eyes, hands . and voice ; a manner which fome, 
you know, praftife? But I am apprehenfive I 
can beat "^ time no better than I can read^ I re- 
pcatr it again therefore, you muft extricate me out 
of this wonderous difficulty, and write me word 
whether you think it more exculable to read ill, 
than to pradife or omit any of the weighty ctrcum- 
fiances above-mentioned. Farewel. 

LET- 



^ In the original it is csllei/altaflo^ wKicH means a motion 
of the hands accommodated either to one's own^ or another's 
elocution. Our language do,es not fupply a proper word for 
this gefhire, as indeed we have too little occafion to find the 
want of it ; the chironomic art, fo much ftudied by the anti- 
ents, being in the number of thofe which have been iong iince 
tod. But if the * indo&4e rufika^t mamu^ the aukwasd and 
unmeaning difpofition. of the hands, would have fpoiled 
the nobleft fpeech at Rome or Athens that Tully or Demoft* 
henes, in all the warmth of their enlivening eloqiience»r ever 
delivered s it would not, perhaps, be time ill empIoTe'd^'if 
our modem orators would give a little more attention to 
the graceful management of thofe efiential infbuments of 
affedling elocution^ This becoming art» fo far as it was 
conneded with mafculine oratory, PUny, moft certainly,, 
could not but be well fkiird in: it is probable therefore, 
what he fays in this place, alllides tcf fbme affeSid. man^ 
ner which certain authors of his time had fallen* into, whjESk 
they attended.the rehearfal of thdr pwn works i and thai 

-'" i thti 
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LETTER XXXV. ?•(? Appius. 

I Have received your book, and return you 
thanks for it : But am at prefent fo much en-^ 
gaged, that I have not time to read it ; which,* 
however, I impatiently wifh to do, I have that 
high reverence for learning in general, and for your 
compoiitions in particular, that I think it a fort of 
prd&nation to approach them 'but with a mind 
entirely difcngagcd;— — I extremely approve of 
your care in revifing your works ; remember, 
however, this exaftnefs has its limits : too much 
pdlifliing rather weakens than ftrengthens a per- 
formance. Befides, this cxccflive delicacy, while 
it calls one off fi'om other purfuits, not only pre- 
vents any new attempts, but does not even finilh 
what it has begun. Farewel 

Nn3 LEt' 

chat the whole turn of this epiftle is ironical. This conjee- 
tore ieems fupported not only by the fubjeft of the letter, 
which js (carce of importance enough to bea/ a ferious enqjtti- 
17 ; but alfo by the expreflion he fets out Vith, viz. Ejefh'ca 
9Bflnmm»«v, whidi i^ans. to be of th»^ 
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L E trE R XX7CVI to Fuscus. 

YOU defire to know, in what m^^nner % 
difpofe of my time, in my fummer villa at 
Tufcum ? I fife jufl when I find my felf in the 
hijmor, tho* generally with the fiin ; fometimes 
indeed iboner, but feldom later. When I am up 
I continye to keep the (hqtters of my chamber- 
windows clp^ed, as darkneis ap4 fi}ence wonder- 
fully promote meditation^ Thus free and ab- 
ftradled from thpfe outward objeds which difli- 
pate attentipn^ I am left to my own. thoughts \^ 
nor fufFcr my mmd to wander with my eyes, but 
keep my eycs^ in fubje&ion to my naind, which 
when they are not diftrafted by a multiplicity of 
external objef^, fee nothing but what the imagl^ 
nation reprcfents to them. If I have any compor 
fition upon my hands, this is the time I choofe 
to confider it, not 'only with reipefl: to the gene- 
ral plan, but even the ftile and exprefljop, which 
I fetde and correal aa if I were a£hiaUy wri&og% 
\n this manner I cpmpofe more or Icfs as the fiib- 
jeft is more or leis difficult, and I find my &lf 
able to retain it. Then I call my fecretary,, 
and, opening the fliutters, I diftate to him what 
I have compofed, after which I difinifs him for ^ 

little 
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little wMle, and then call ium in agdn. About 
ten or eleven of the clock, (for I do not obferve 
one fixed hour) according as the weather proVes, 
I either walk upon my terrace, or in the covered 
portico, and there I continue to meditate or 4^ 
tate what remans upon the flibjed in which I 
am engaged. From thence I get into my chariot, 
where I employ myfelf as before, when I was 
walking or in my ftudy ; and find . this changing 
of the fcene preferves and enlivens my iittention. 
At my return home, I repofe my fclf -, then I take 
a walk, and after that, I repeat aloud ibme Greeic 
or Latin oration, not ib much for the fake of 
llrengthening my elocution *, as my digeftion 5 tho* 
indeed the voice at the fame time finds its account 
in this pradice. Then I walk again, am anoint- 
ed, take my exercifes, and go into the bath. At 
fupper, if i have only my wife, or a few friends 
with me, fome author is read to us ; and after fup- 
per we are entertained either with mufic, or an 
interlude. When that is finifhed^ I take my walk 

N n 4 with 

■ By the regimen which Pliny here follows, one would ima- 
glne, if he had not told us who were his phyficians, that the 
celebrated CeUus was in the auiaber. That author exprefly 
recommends reading aloud, and afterwards walking, as bene- 
ixdal in diforders of the ftomach : St ^is fionuicbo lahorat^ h* 
r«r^ chre debit ; pofi USifmem^ ambulare^ i^c, Celfi medic. 
L» I.e. 8. 
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with my family, in the number of which I am 
not without fome perfons of literature. Thus we 
pafs our evenings in various converfatbn ; and 
the day, even when it is at the longeft, fteals away 
imperceptibly. Upon fome occafions, I change the 
Order in certain of the articles above mentioned. 
For inftance, if I have ftudied longer or walked 
more than ufual, after my fecond fleep and reading 
an oration or two aloud, inftead of ufing my 
chariot I get on horfeback ; by which means 1 
take as much exercife and lole lefs time. The 
vilits of my friends from the neighboring villages 
claim fome part of the day ; and fbmetimes, by 
an agreeable interruption, they come in very fea- 
fonably to relieve me when I am fatigued, , I now 
and then amufe my felf with fporting j but always 
take my tablets into the field, that tho* I fliould 
not meet with game, I may at leaft bring home 
ibmething \ Part of my time too (tho' not lb 
much as they defire) is allotted to my tenants i 
and I find their ruftic complaints give a zcft to my 
ftudics and engagements of the politer kind. Fare- 
vel. 



1^ SeeB. i« let. 6. an4 tbe note there. 
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LMTTER XXWIL TV Pavlinus. 



A 



S you are not of a difpofition to expe£b from 
your friends, the common ceremonies of 
the world, when they cannot obfcrve them 
without inconvenience to themlelves ; to I too 
y warmly love you to be apprehcnfive you wiB 

take otherwife than I wifli you fhould, my not 
waiting upon you on the firft day of your entrance 
upon the confular office \ efpedally as I ath de- 
tained here by the neceffity of letting my farnis upon 
long leafes. I am obliged to enter upon an entire 
new method with my tenants ; for under the for- 
mer leafes, tho' I made them very confiderable 
abatements, they bavq run greatly, in arrean For 
this reafon feveral of them have, not only taken 
fio fbrt of care to leflen a debt, which they 
found themfelves mcapable of wholly difchaig- 
ing ; but even feized and confumed all the pro- 
duce of the lands, in the belief that it would now 
be no advantage to themfelves to ^are it/ I muft 
therefore obviate this encreafing ^, and endea* 
vor to find out fbme remedy againft it. The only 
one I can think of is, not to referve my rent in 
qioney, but in kind, and fb place fbme of my fer- 
vants to overlook the tillage, and guard the 

fto^k 
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ftock ; as indeed there is no fort of revenue more 
agreedble to realbn, than what arifes from the boun- 
ty of the foil, the feaibns and die climate. ^Tis 
true» this method will require great integrity and 
dil^^t attendance in the perfon I appoint my bai- 
fiflf, and put me to the expence of employing many 
hands* However* I mull hazard the experiment % 
and, as in an inveterate diftemper, try every change 
df ronedy. You fee, it is not any pleafurable inr 
dulgence, that prevents my attending you on the 
taSt day of your confuUhip. I fhall celebrate it ner 
vertbelds, as mudi as if I were pyefent, and pay 
my vows for you here, inth all the warmeft lenti-» 
ments of joy and congratulation. Farewel. 

LETTER XXXf^IlI. To Saturhi^us. 

YE S, I fincerely applaud our friend Rufus ; 
not becaufe you defire me ; but becaufe I 
think he Ughly merits approbation. I have read Ins 
very fini&ed performance j to which, tho* my 
aflfe£tion ^for the author added a confiderable re* 
commendation, yet it did not blind my judgment ; 
for the nulitioua critic is not» I truft, the only ju- 
dicious reader. Farewel* 



w m • 
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LETTER XXXIX. fo Mustivs. 

IN compfiaoc^ with the advice <tf the * Araf* 
pices, I inietid to rebuikl and enlai]gp the 
temple of Ceres, which ftands upon my cftate^ 
It IS indeed a very alitient fabiic, and thb* txxxcs^ 
\f fmaD, yet upon a certain ftated aniaver&ry ii 
miich frequented* On this 13th of Sq)temher 
great numbers of people from all the counoy 
round afifemble there, at which time many aSaini 
are tranfaS^ and many vows paid and offered 1 
but there is no ihelter for tbem (^pft die incle* 
inency of the weather. J imagute then, I ibali da 
at once an aA of piety add munificeoceit if at the 
iame time that I build a beaudfiil temple, I add 
to it a ipacious portico ;. the firft for the fervice <^ 
the Goddels, the other for die u(e of the peo- 
pfe. I beg therefore you would pwcha^for i^e 
four marble pillars, of whatever kind you fliall 
diink proper; as alfa a quandty of maiUie for 

■ 

kyingthe floor and incruffing the walls« Yoii 
muft likewile ckher buy a ftatue of the Goddeis, 

or 

• The bufincls of thff Aidpices was, to examine the beafts 
which were offered in iacr^, and frcnn thence to foreld the 
iiMceft of any entcrpiizei 
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or procure one to be made ; for age has maitned» 
in Ibme parts^ the antient one of wood which 

ftands there at pr^^nt. With refpcft to the por- 
tico, I do not recoiled there is any thing you can 

lend me that will be (erviceable ; ualefs you will 
iketch me out a plan fuitable to the fituadon of the 
place. It is not pra&icable to build it txmnd the 
temple, becaufe it is encompafled on one iide by 
the river, whofe banks are exceedingly fteep ; : and 
on the other, by the hi^ road. Beyond this road 
£es a very large meadow, in which the portico 
may be conveniently enough placed, oppofitfe to 
the temple; unleTs you, who know fb well how 
to conquer the ihconveniencies of nature, by - art, 
can propofe fome better fituation. Fareweh 

4 

LETTER XL. To Fvscvs. 

YOU are much pleafed, I find, with .the 
account I gave you in my former • let-, 
ter, of the manner in which I fpend the fummer 
feafon at Tufcum 5 and delire to know what alte- 
ration I make in my method, when I am at Lau- 
rcntinunx in the winter ? None at all, except 
abridging my felf of my fleep at noon, and em- 
plpying part of thc^nightin ftudy : and if ^ny caufe 

re- 

* See Let. 36. of this book; 
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« 

requires my attendance at Rome, (/which in 
winter very frequently happens) inflead of having 
mterludes or mufic after (upper, I meditate 
upon what I have didtated, and by often reviling 
it in my own mind, fix it in my memory. Thus 
I have given you my fcheme of life in fummer 
and winter ; to which you may add the imme* 
diate (^aibns of fpiing and autumn. As at thofe 
times I lofe nothing of the day, fo I ftudy but 
litde in the Night. Farewel. 
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LEl'^ER *L To she Emperor Traj An, 

TH E generous afFedtion you bore, moft 
pious Emperor^ to your auguft father^ 
made you wiih it might be late ere you fucceed- 

ed 

: * The ^^er part of th« following letters^ were wrote by * 
' Way dttnng bis admii^flaration In the province of Bithynh. 
Thtfyxre ofa ftik and chavadter extremely different fiom thofe 
^ in the preoeding coUedion i whence fome critics have injttdici- 
oufly infi»'*d) that they are the produ^ion of another hand : 
not confidering) that the occafi^ necefiarily required a dife'- 
watmtmier. In letters of buiineis, as thefe chiefly are, turn 
vMdkfimimint wonld be foreign and impertinent % politenefs and 
eleraice of expreffion being the effeittials that conftitute per* 
fe&on in this kind -, and in that view^ tho* they may be left 
entertaining, they have not kfs merit than the former. Mt 
befides t^ir particular exc^ence as letters, they have a far- 
ther recoms^ndation-as fo mtmy valuable pieces of hiftory, by 
throwmg » ftrong light upon the charadUr of one of the moft 
amiable and glorious princes in (he Roman aonahi. Trajan ap* 
pears throogj^nt, in the moft ftrUcifig attitude that majdfty can 
be placed ; in the exertion of power ti^ the godlike pntpoCea 
of }flffice ^nd'benevoleoce : and what one ^tho antient hifio* 
:v0t. IL O o ftorlsnt 
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ed him. But the immortal Gods thought pro- 
per to haften the advancement of thofe virtues to 
the helm of the commonwealth, which had al- 
ready fo fuccefsfiilly fhared in the conduct of it*. 
May you then, and the world thro* your means, 
enjoy every prolperity worthy of your times : to 
which let me add my wilhej, mofl: excellent Em- 
peror, upon a private as well as public account, 
that your health and fpirits may be preferved firm 
and unbroken. 

LETTER 11. To the Emperor Trajan- 

YOU have occafioned me. Sir, ^ an inexpreffi- 
ble pleafure, by thinking me worthy of enjoy- 
ing the privilege which the laws confer on thole who 

have 

ftorians has faid of him, is here clearly verified, that '' hfra- 
" tbir chofe to be Ivii'd than flattered by bis people.''^ To have 
been diftinguilhed by the faVor arid friehdihip of a monarch of 
fo exalted a charader, is an honor that xefle^s the brighteft lu- 
ftre upon oar aathor $ as to have been ferved and celebrated 
by a courtier of Pliny^s genius and virtues, is the nobleft mo- 
nument of glory that could have been raifed to Trajan. 

* Nerva,who fucceeded Domitian, reigned but iixteen months 

and a few days. Before his death he not only adopted Trajan, 

and named him for his fucceiTor^ but adlually admitted him 

into a (hare of the government i giving him the titles of Gr- 

far^ Germahicus^ and Imperator, Vid. Plin. Panc^« 

b The Tranflator has ventured to render the appellative Do* 
mnus^ by that of. Sir, not becaufe he is fati^ed with the 
ibift propriety of the title, but as thinking it lefs exception- 
able than any other our language affords. That Pliny could 
not intend it as a title of royalty, feems evident from feveral 
pai&ges in his panegyric, where whenprer he ufes it in that 
fenfe, he conftantly includes in it a notion of tyranny. [Vid. 
Paneg. XLV. No, 4. LV. No. 7.LXXXV. No. i.l Accoifd- 
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have three children. And tho* it was an mdulgence 
to the requeft of your very afFcdlionate and wor- 
thy friend Servilianus, that you granted this favor ; 
yet I have the fatisfadtion to find by the words of 
your refcript, that you complied the more willbg- 
ly, as his^pplication was in my behalf. I cannot 
but look upon my felf as in pofieflion of my ut^ 
mod wifh, after having thus received, at the en- 
trance of your aufpicious government, fb diftin- 
guilhing a mark of your peculiar favor ; at the fame 
time that it confiderably heightens my defire of 
leaving a family behind me. I was not without 
this inclination even in thofe mod: wretched times '^ : 
as my two marriages will eafily incline you to be- 
lieve. But the Gods decreed it better, by referving 
every valuable privilege to the bounty of your gene* 
tous diipenfations. And indeed the pleallire of Be- 
ing a father will be {o much more acceptable to me 
now^ that I can enjoy it in full freetjom and fecu- 
rity. 

ihgly we find Augaftus refofing the tide otDominus, as convey- 
ing an odioos idea : Ut maUdi^um (^ offrobrtumfemptr exhor* 
ruit. [Suet, in Aag. c 5 3. J Befides^ the high ftile of royalty 
would ill fuit with that air of freedom and equality, which fo 
remarkably diiUneuiflies thefe Letters of Pliny to Trajan ; and 
the graceful fimpTici^ of the Roman Conful's addrefs, would 
l)e loft in the fervile forms of a modem courtier. But it appears 
from a pafiage in Seneca, that the Romans nfed the wonl Do^ 
mifius, as a general title of refped : ohftos, fi nvmen nonfuccur- 
rit^ Dominos f^/f//{2i»«/.— {Sen. ep. 3.] And in that lower* 
fenfe nii^, it fliould feem, here employs it. 
^ Allttdhig to the execrable reign (tf Draiitian. 

O o 2 LE^'- 
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LEf^ER III. To the Emj^ror Trajan. 

THE ample experience. Sir, I have had 
of your unbounded generofity to me, in 
my own perfbn, encourages me to hope I may 
be yet farther obKged to it, in favor of my 
friends. Voconius Romanus (who lives ^nd was 
bred up wHh me) claims the firil rank in that 
number; in confequence of which I petitioned 
your fecred father to promote him to the digni- 
ty of the SenatoFial order. But the completion of 
my requeft is rcfcrved to your goodnefs ; for his 
mother had not then advanced, in the manner 

the law dired^ the four hundred thou&nd * fe- 

§ 

fterces 

^ In th^ original it isfefiertii quadringinties^ that is, abput 
32O9OOO 1. ftening i a (um fo immoderate^ that theconunen- 
tors havefnfpe^ed (and with great reafon) fome error muft have 
crept into the text, fiuchneras and Gronovius imagine k 
ihoald be read quaterdecies or quadragies ; but this ieems to be 
ftill .carrying it much too high. The cevfui fenaiorhuy or the 
eftate re(}uiTite to qualify a man to be a member of the fenate, 
was, after different regulations, fettled at length by Augn- 
ftus at 1 200,0Q0 feftcrces, equal to about 9600 1. of our mo- 
n^y. It probably ftood thus in Pliny's time ; for as it appears 
by the 1 9th letter of the firft book that the cenfus equcfiris was 
400,000 fefterces, which is juft the fum we find it at in tjie 
rejgn of Auguftus ; fo it will not, perhaps, be unreafonable to 
infer from tnence, that the cenfus Jenatorius had not yet un- 
dergQue any alteration finte the time of that emperor^ as they 

fecm 
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fterces which ihe engaged to give him^ in her 
letter to the Emperor your late father. This, how- 
ever, by my advice flic has fince done, having 
conveyed to him a fnfficient eftate iti land, with 
all the neceflky formalities. The difficulties there- 
fore being removed which deferred cur wifhes, it 
is with full confidence I venture to afilire you of 
the merit of my friend Rotnanus, heighteftM and 
adornM as it is, not only by the liberal and polite ' 
arts, but by his extraordinary tendernefs to his 
parents. It is to that virtue he owes the pre- 
fcnt liberality of his mother ; as wclh as his im'» 
mediate ^ fucceffion to his late father's e{late, and 
his* having been adopted by his fether-irt*IaW. 
To thefe pcrfonal qualifications, the wealth and 
rank of his f^tly give an increafe of luftrc ; as I 

O o 3 per- 

feem to have home a certain propot t k m to eaich ocbei:. Fcht 
theC^ reafons therefore^ both the common readings and Ac 
cmgadgrioa of the above me&tioned critics, is tej^ed in the 
tsanflation, and the coigefture of a late * editor adopted^ 
who foiqpofes it ought be quadrivgenttnmm mlJimmy 4ioo,0€0 
fe{teroea9.0r about 3200 1. of oar money. It has. been difpu(.«> 
^ whx^r by this cenfus fenatmrius we are to imderftand the 
yearly income of the eftate^ or only the entire value of it x 
but the moft generally received opinion is» that it means the 
latter, bodi raal and pecfonal; 

^ Meaning perhaps, that tho^ he was under age when his 
father died, yet he had fo much confidence in Rom«ius,.that 
he did not appoint him, as ufual, a guardian by his will ; but 
left ^im to die immediate poflcffiou of his eftate. 
* Ceiherus. 
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perfuade mylelf it will be fome additional recom- 
mendation to your favor, that I fblicit in his be- 
half. Let me then intreat you. Sir, to put it in 
my power to congratulate Romanusi on an occafion 
fo highly agreeable to me ; and at the fame time 
to gratify an\ eager, and I hope a laudable ambi- 
tion of being able to boafl, that your favorable 
regards are extended, not only to myfelf, but 
alfo to my friend. 



i E TTE R IF. [icx,] * To the Emperor Tr ajak. 

WH E N by your gracious indulgence. Sir, 
I was promoted to the head of the 
I treafury of Saturn, I immediately renounced all 

engage- 

* N, B, The following letters to the 30th, are not ranged in 
the fame order as they are placed in any of the Latin editions ; 
the tranflator having taken the liberty of changing their fitua- 
txon^for the fake of bringing fome letters together^.which throw 
a light upon each other. The figures included between this 
mark [ ] refer to the order in which they commonly^ fland. 

b The public treafure was kept in the temple of Saturn, 
where the ^oils of the conquered nations were depofiited. Ju- 
lius Csefar feized upon this temple in the time of the civil war; 
and what an immenfe wealth that threw into his hands, may 
l»e judged by the elegant defcription which Lncan gives of the 
riches it contained ; 

turn 
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eng^^ments of die bar, (as indeed I never blended 
bufmefs of that kind with the funftions of the ftate) 
•that no avocations might call off n^y attention firgm 

O o 4 . the 

i tunc conditus imo 

Eruitmr tetnpliSf multis intaBus ah anms^ 

Eemam cen/ujpopuii, fcTc. 

LVCAN.III. 15;* 

I 

At length the facred ftoitehoufe open laid. 
The hoarded wealth of ages paft difplay^di 
There m^ht be feen the fams proud Carthage. fent. 
Her long-iinpending ruin to prevent ; 
There heap'd the Macedonian treafures ihone, 1 

What great Flaminius and ^miliu« won ^ 

From vahquiih*d Philip* and his helplefsfon. J 

There lay what flying f^rrhoB loft, the gold 
Scom*d by the * patriot*8 honefty of old ; 
Whatever our parfimonious fires cott*d fave : 
What tributary gifts rich Syria gave ; 
, The hundred Cretan cities ample fpoil ; 
What Cato gathered from the Cyprian ifle. 



Riches of captive kings by Pompey borne 

In happier days his triumph to adorn. 

From utmoft India^ and the rifing mornj 

Wealth infinite F Rowa. 



] 



Pliny the elder has given a f particular account of this trea- 
fure which Caefar feized, both in gold and filver plate and in 
com : the amount of which> according to Dr. Arbuthnot*s 
computation, 18,-^1,093,0791. 38. ^i. But if there is no 
miftake in thefe fums, Caefiir did not take away by far (o much 
at he brought in 1 for Plutarch rela,tes t* that he placed at one 
time in the treafuiv 6$,ooo talents ; which, according to the 
iameingensoosauthor'scalci:|latiQn,iseqttividentto 12*593,750 
pounds. Arb. Tab. 101. 

f Fabridus. f Hift. Nat. 1. 3 3. c. 3. J In vit, Carfar, 
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the pbfl: to which I was appointed. For tbts rea- 
ibn^ when the people of Afnca pcttdoned that I 
might undertake their cauie againfl Maxius Prifcas, 
I excufed myfelf from that office ; and according* 
ly my excufe was admitted. But when after- 
wards, the confiil ele^ propoied^ that th? fenate 
Ihould apply to us again, and endeavor to pre* 
vail with us tp yield to its inclinations, and fufFer 
our names to be thrown into the * urn, I thought 
It mbft &»itable to that tranquiHity and good order 
which £b happily diftingpilhes your times, not to 
oppofe (efpedally in fj reafonabla an article) the 
will of that atugaft a£embly. And, as I am defi:- 
rous that all my words and aftions may be approv* 
ed by your exemplary v&tue, I hope you w31 think 
my complicuice was proper. 

* Other fenaten, as well as Pliny, had excufed tbi^elyes, k 
feems» from liftdeitaking the management of this cai^ : it wais 
propofed therefore, that they fhould caft lots ; which is the 
ineaoingof " fuiFering their names to be thrown into an um;^' 
an ttm being made ule of in deciiions of this kind- Accord- 
ingly the lot fell upon our author, and hb great friend the 
£^ou8 Comdius Tacitus. SeeB. z, let. 1 1 . where there is a 
full account of this trial. 
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LETTER V. [xxi.] Tbe Emperor Tkajas 

to Pliny, 

YO U afted ai became a good citizen and a 
worthy feiiacor, by paying obedience to the 
juft injunftions of that auguft aflerpHy : and I have 
full confidence you will faithfully difchargc the part 
you hav^ undertaken. 

LETTER VI. [iv.] .To the Emperor Trajan. 

HAving been attacked laft year by a fevere and 
dangerous illncfs, 1 employed a * phyfician, 
whole care and diligence, Sir, I cannot fufficiently 
reward, but by your gracious alTiftance, I intreat 
you therefore to make him a ^ denizen of Rome 5 
for as he is the freedman of a foreigner, hfe is, con- 
ftquently, himfelfalfo a foreigner. His name is 

Har- 

* The phyiictans amoi^ theantients were diftkiguifhed ac<- 
cordine to the particular branch of pra£Uee to which they con- 
fined memfelves. The phylician here mentioned, Pliny calls 
Jatraliftis^ that is, one who applied external undioiu. 

^ There was a difference between the Jus Cwitatis and the 
fus ^tritium ; the former not extending to the fame privi- 
sges as tiie latter, which comprehended whatever advantages 
a n*ee ttatire of Rome was entitled to ; jud in the fame manner 
as with fts there is a £lHniUcfn between denization and natu* 
Ijdisttiod* 
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Harpocras ; his patronds (who has been dead a 
confiderable time) was Thermuthis the daughter of 
Theon. I farther intreat you to beftow the full 
privileges of a Roman citizen upon Helia and An* 
tonia Harmeridis, the fireedwomen of Antonia 
Maximilla, a lady pf great merit. It is at her de- 
fure * I make this requeflv^ 



LETTER VII. [xxu.] To the Emferer 

Trajan. 



I / 



I Return you thanks. Sir, for your ready com- 
pliance with my defire, in granting the com* 
plete privileges of a Roman, to the freedwomcn of 
a lady to whom I am allied, and making Harpo- 
cras my phyfician a denizen of Rome. But when, 
agreeably to your directions, I gave in an account 
of his age and eftate, I was informed by thofc who 
are better fkilled in thefe affairs than I pretend to be, 
that as he is an Egyptian, I ought firfl to have ob- 
tained for him the freedom of Alexandria, before he 
was made free of Rome. I confefs, indeed, as I 
was ignorant of any difference in this cafe between 

thofe 

* Pliny mentions his requeit to be at the particular defire 
Df Maximilla^ becaufe nothing of this kind could legally be 
granted to a freedman, without the confent of his patron; a 
name which was given to the mailer of a flave who had been 
made free. 
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thofe of "" Egypt and other countries, I contented 
tnyfelf with only acquainting you, that he hac) been 
manumized by a foreign lady, long fince deceafed. 
However, it is an ignorance I cannot regret, fince 
it affords me an opportunity of receiving from you 
a double obligation in favor of the fame peiibn. 
That I may legally therefore ei^oy the benefit of 
your goodneis, I beg you would be pleafed to grant 
jiim the freedom of the city of Alexandria, as well 
as that of Rome. And that your gracious intenti- 
ons may not meet with any farther obftades, [ 
have taken care, as you directed, to fend an a^- 
count to your freedman of his age and fortunes. 

LETTER Fill, [xxiii.] fbe Emperor 

Trajan to Pliny. 

IT is my refbludon, in purfuance of the maxim 
obferved by the princes my prcdeccflbrs, to be 
extremely cautious in granting the freedom of the 

city 

^ • Upon what occafion the honor of this peculiar diftinc* 
Ci9n was granted in favor of Alexandria does not appear ; pof- 
fibly it might be in gratitude to a countiy to which the Romans 
were fo highly obliged, being fuppUed with the greateft part 
of their com from Egypt. This city, founded by Alexander 
the great, was efteemed the moft confiderable in the world 
|Kxt to that of Rome. It is now called Scandtrick. . 
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«ty of Alexandria ; however, fince 3^ou have ob- 

» 

tained of m^ the freedom of Rome for your piiy^ 
fician HarpocraSy I cannot refufe you this other 
requeft. You mufl let me know to whap diftrid 
he belongs, that I may give you a letter to my good 
friend Pompeius Planta, governor of Egypt. 

LETTER IX. [v.] To the Emperor Trajan; 

I Cannot exprefs^ Sir, the pleafure your \ttXffc 
gave me, by wliich I am infcH'med that yoQ 
have made my phyfician Harpocras a d^nizefi of 
Alexandria ; notwithftanding your refolution to ioh 
low the maxim of your predeceffors in this point, 
by being extremely cautious in granting that privi- 
lege. Agreeably to your direAiohs, I acquaint you, 
that Harpocras belongs to the diftrid: of * Mem- 
phis, I intreat you then, moil gracious Emperor, 
to fend me, as you promiied, a letter to your good 
friend Pompeius Planta, governor of Egypt, 

As I purpofe (in order to have the earlieft en- 
joyment of your prefence, fo ardently wiflied for 
hert) to come to meet you ; 1 beg. Sir, you would 
permit me to extend my journey as far as poflible. 



\ 



» Otie of the four governments of Lower Egypt. 
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LETTER jr. [vL] 7o the EmperorTjLAjA^f. 

I Was greatly obliged>» Sir> in tny late indifpo- 
fition, to Pofthumius Marinus, my phyfician ; 
and I can only make him a fuitable return, by the 
a(I}ftance of your gracious indulgence. I intreat you 
then to make Chryiippus Mithridates, and his wife 
^tratonica, (who are related to Marinus) denizens of 
Rome. I implore likewife the fame privilege in 
favor of Epigonus and Mithridates, the two Ions 
of Chry%pus ; but in luch manner, * that they 
may be under the doniinion of their father, and 

yet 



9 The extenfive power of paternal auth6rity^ was (as has 
been obferved in the notes above) peculiar to the Rpnums. Bac 
after Chryfippas was made a denizen of Rome, he was not, it 
ihottld feem, confeqaentially entitled to that privilege over 
thofe children which were bom before his denization. On the 
other handy if it was exprefsly granted hinv, his children could 
not preferve their right of patronage over their own freedmen, 
becaufe that right would of courfe devolve to their father, by 
means of this acquired dominion over them. The denization 
therefore of bis children, is as esqprefsly foUcited ashisows; 
Bat both parties becoming ^irites, the children by thisi crea- 
tion, and not pleading in right of their father, would be fa-" 
ires /am. To prevent which the daufe is added, ita ut fint 
in^ fatris fotefiait ; as there is another to fave to diem their 
rights of patronage over their freedmen, tho^ they were tt* 
^\it%dL in p^triam fotefiatfm* 
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yet prefervc their rigjit of patronage over thorown 

frecdmen. I farther intreat you to grant the fiiU 

privileges of a Roman to L. Satrius Abafcandus» 

P, Caefius Phofphorus, and Pancharia Sotcris. 

This requeft I make with the confcnt of their 
patrons. 

LETTER XL {xxiv.] To ihe Emperor 

Trajan, 

AFTER your late facrcd father. Sir, had, ia 
a noble fpeech, as well as by his own gene- 
rous example, exhorted and encouraged the public 
to ads of munificence ^ I implored his permiilion 
to remove the feveral ftatues which I had of the 
former emperors, to * my corporation ; and at the 
fame time begged the liberty of adding his own to 
the number. For as I had hitherto continued them 
in the refpeftive places wherein they ftood when 
they were left to me by feveral different inheri- 
t^ces» they were difperfed in diftant parts of my 
eftate. He was pleafed to grant my requefl:, and at 
the fame time to ^ve me a very ample teftimony 

of 

« b as h^jr .probable, upon comparing Let. 4. B. 3. and 
Let. I. B.4. that by the coipontioR hme megij&oacd, Fliny 
Tdtzus Ti/ernum TiherifiMm, or, Qtta sUCaftella^ as it is now 
called ; which ctty had jput itfelf under his patronage and pro* 
te£UoQ^ 



I 
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of his approbadon. I immediately therefore wrote 
to the Decurii, that they would allot a piece of 
ground, upon which I might build a temple at my 
own expence ; but, as a mark of honor to my 
defign, they offered me the choice of any fite I 
thought proper. However my own indifpofition 
in the firfl: place, and afterward that of your fa- 
ther, together with the duties of that poft witb 
which you were both pleafed to intruft me, pre- 
vented my going on With that defign. But I have 
now, I think, a convenient opportunity of mak- 
ing an excurfion for that purpoie, as my month- 
Jy ^attendance ends on the firft of September, 
and there are feveral feftivals in the month fol- 
lowing.. My firft requeft then is, that you would 
permit me to adorn the temple I am going to 
eice&j with your flatue ; and next (in order to exe- 
cute my defign with all the expedition pofCble) 
that you would indulge me with leave of abience. 
It would ill become the fincerity I profefs, were I 
to diffemble, that your goodnefs in complywg 
with this deiire, will at the fame time be extremely 

ferviceable to me in my own private affairs. It 

• ' 

IS 

^ Pliny enjoyed the office of treafurer in conjonddon with 
Comattts Tert^Uus. It was the cuikan at Rome for thofe who 
had coUeguet, to adminifter the.dutics of their pofti by monthly 
turns. Bucbmruin 
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is ablblutcly neceflary I fhotild not defer any longer 
the kttihg of my lands in that province ; for, be- 
fldes that they amount to above ^ four, hundred 
thouland fefterces, the time for drcfling the vine- 
yards is approaching, and that care muft fall up- 
on my new tenants. The badneft of the feafon 
likewife for feyeral jrcars paft, obliges me to thmk 
df making (bmc abatements in my rents ; which I 
cannot pofiibly fetde unlels I am prefent. I Ihall 
be indebted then to your indulgence, Sr, both as 
forwarding this puUic aft of piety, and ^ing me 
the opportunity of fettling my private affairs, if 
you will be pfeafed to grant me ** leave to be ab- 
fcnt for thirty days. I cannot limit a (hortef 

time, 

* * 

* 

^ About 3200 1. flexling; the aonudl income of Pliny's 
<^te in Tufcany. He mentions another near Comum in the 
dnti:hy of MilstiUt the yearly value of which docs not appear; 
We find him likewife considering about the purchafe of an 
eftate, for which he was to give about 24,000 L of our money i 
but whether he ever completed that purchafe» is uncertain. 
[See Book 3. let. 19.] This however we are furc of. that 
his fortunes were but moderate, confidering his high fiation 
and neccflary expenccs : [See Book 2. let. 4.] and yet, by. 
the advantage of a judicious oeconomy, we have feen him in 
the cojorfe of thefe letters, exercifing. a l&erality, of which 
after-ages have furniflied no parallel. 

* The fenators were not allowed to go from Rome into the 
jMrovinces, without having firft obtained leave of the Emperor. 
Sciiy, however, had the privilege to he excepted out of that 
hw.} as Gallia Narbonenfis afterwords was, by Cbudius Cse- 
ftr. .Xacit« Ann. iz, c, 23. 
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time, as the town and the eftate of which I atn 
fpealdng, lie above ah hundred and fifty miles 
from Rome. ' 

» • 

• 1 

LETTkR XII. [xxv,] Trajan lo 

Plinv. 

YOU have given me maiiy reafofts both of 
a public and private nature, why you de- 
lire leave to be abfent ; but I need no other than 
that it is your inclination : and I doubt not of 
your returning as foon a$ poflible to' the duty of 
an pfikc, which fo much rcquirjts youf atten- 
dance; As^ would not feem' to check any in- 
fiance iof your affeAbn* td wards me, I fhall not 
cppofe yourercding myftatue in the place you 
mention ; tho' in general I am extremely cautious 
in giving any encouragement to honors of that 
lund. 

L E rr E R^ XIII. ^ [irB,] T0 the 

Emperor TtiAjAU, 

AS t am fehfible, Sir, that the higbell j^p- 
plaufe my at^ons can receive, is to be 
diftingUifhed by fb excellent a Prince ; I beg you 
vrould be gradouflf plAiied to add either the 
Vol, II. P p office 
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pfficc of Augur or * Sepf^mvir (both, which are 
now vacant) to the d^nicy I ulready enjoy by 
your indulgence ; that I may have the £itt8&&ioEL 
of publicly ofering up thofe vows for your pro- 
fjperity, from th^ duty of my office, which I d^y 
prefer to the Gods in private, from, the afFedlioa 
ei my heart. 



LETTER XIV. [xxvi.] to the 
Empercjf Tkajkk. 

HA^g fefcly pafled the promontory of ^ 
Malea,. I am arrived at * EpheTus with: 
all my erainy notwithftandii^ I was detained for 
feme dme by contnuy winds : an information,^ Sir, 
in which, I tn^, you wiU tMnk yew (Hf conc^ned. 
I defign to purfue the remainder of my journey 
CO the * province,, partly in light veflfels, and pardy 

in 



* Om orthe fe^loi fiidk wb0 {irefidod over tfie fofts ap- 
pointed in honor <^ Japiter aa4 the other Gods : an office, aa 
appears, of high digmty^ fince Plby ranks it with the Attgar*- 
fliip : of which fee B. 4. let. 8. note *. 

^ In th& PeleppnQefu$ ; naw called Capo Malea di-iaat* 
Ahgelo. Cantanaeas oUerve^,- this jiaflage was fo dangerous* 
AfX the aatiq[ili had a proverbs omLMakam d^xms^jbrni* 
fticos ohlinfijcere ; ** the man that iails by Malea maft think ap 
** more of his femiJy.'' 

.< A city of Ionia, ii^AfiathelaTsy^^ftillKnMunin^ 

^ Bit^ynia, a province in AnatblisC, or Afia tte lels^ of 
Fliny was appoiatQ^l governor by Trajan^ in the6tk 

year 
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iti poft^di&iles : for as the txccffwt heat& wUl pre- 
vent my travelling altogether by land, h ttie 
Eteiian ^ winds, whidh are now (et*tn^ will not 
permit me to proceed entirely by fea. 

LETTER XV. Ixsm.'] Trajan 

te Plinv. 

YOUR information^ my deUr PUnyj was ex- 
tremely agreeable to me j as it is much my 
concern to know in what manner you arrive at 
your province, I well approve of your intention 
to travel ather by iea or land, as you (hall find 
moft convenient. 

LETTER TCFL [xxviii.] To tbt 
Emperar Trajan. 

AS t had a very favorable voyage to 
Ephefus, fo in travelling pcrfl from thence^ 
1 was extremely incommoded by the heats* 

Pp 2 which 

jNMur of his reigiii A. D^ I03. not a$ an ordinary Proconfal, but 
te ikaX Bmperor^s 0¥^ Lieatenattt, with extraordinary powers. 
[See Die.] The ft^owin^ letters were wrote during his ad* 
aaaiftration of that provioce. 

' A north wbd in the Grsecian leas, which rifes yearly 
jixae time in July, and eon^aues to the end of Augoil ; tho' 
<^dicrs extend it to the middle of September. They blow 
6iil^ in ^ day-tiaietf VareiHtis's Gebgr^ r. i. p* 51^ 
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which .threw mt into a fever, and kept me 'fome 
time at * Pergamum. From thence, Sir; I took 
fhjp again ; but being detained by contrary winds, 
I did not arrive at fiithynia fo foon as I hoped ^^ 
However I have no reafon to complain of this de- 
lay, fince (which indeed was the mofl: aufpicious 
circumllance that could attend me) I reached the 
province in time to celebrate your birth-day. 
I am at prefent eng^ed in examining into* the 
finances of the *" Prufenfes, their dilburfements 
and credits ^ and the farther I proceed in this af- 
fair, the more I am convinced of the neceffity 
of my enquiry. Several large fums^ of money 
are owing to the city from private perfbns,. which 
they neglcft to pay upon various pretences ; as 
on the other hand, I find the public funds are,. 
in fomc inftances, very unwarrantably applied. 
This, Sir, I write to you immediately on my 

tr- 

» The famous Troy, fituated in that part of A$a which 19 
now called Romania. 

^ The original adds, /</ f/?, xr. Calend. QBohres^ which 
feems to have crept into the text from the marginal annotation 
of fomc glo0arift ; for as Pliny mentions the time of his arri- 
val a little lower, there is no occafion for it in this place ; and 
it is not agreeable to his ufual elegant concifenefs, to repeat 
that circumllance twice in the fame letter. Or perhaps here are 
two diilindt letters run into one by the careleOnefs of the tran- 
fcribers \ the former ending with, Hacy &c. inipja ingveffp meo 
fcrifjt ; the latter beginning with, ^uintodecimo Qalend.^ &f r. 

*^ Prufa, a maritime city in Bithynia^ fuppofed by fome geo- 
graphers to be the fame which is now called Charts \ fanious 
for producing great quantities of cherriesj which take their 
name from thence. 
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arrival. I . entered this povince on the i "ftli 
of- ** September, and found in it thofe fentiment» 
of <>bedience and loyafay, which* you juftly meri( 
from all mankind. You will confider. Sir, whe- 
ther, it would not be proper to lend hither aiur-' 
veyor ; for I am iQciined to dink, much m^to 
be deduded : front what is charged by thofej 
who have the xronduft- of t(ic .public works,, if 
a £uthful admeafuren^em: were to be . taken : ^at 
leaft I.an^ of that opinion from what I have al-; 
neady fecn. of the acQoums. of tWsxity, into whidi 
I am now examining, with the aflllfcjrice of Ma-> 
ximus.. ' • * . . • : 



L.ET.TE R XVIL [xxix.] ^ Trajan 

to Pliny. 

I'S^igld hav<; rejoiced to have he^rd that yot^ 
arrived at Bithynia, without inconvenience to 
yottr felfi or any of your train j and that your 
journey from Ephefus had been as cafy, as your 
voyage to that place was favorable. For the reft, 
your letter informs me, my dear Pliny, - wh^t day 
you reached Bithynia. The people of that pro- 

P p 3 vincc 



<* . 



. ^ In the 6th year of Trajan^s Reign, A. I>. 103. and the 
41 ft of oi|r author's age :. he coatinaed in this province aboui 
1% montii^. Vid. M^. in vit. Plia. 129. 
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vince will be convinced, I perfuade my felf, that I 
am attentive to their intereft ; as your conduft to^i 
wards them will make it manifeft, that I could 
have thofen no perfon more proper to fupply my- 
placet Your firfl inquiry ought, no doubt, to 
turn upon the ftate of the pubbc finances } for 
that they have been abofed, is bqt too evident, 
1 have fcarce furveyors enough Co in(pe£i: thofc 
• works which I am carrying on at Rome, and in 
the neighborhood : but perions of integrity and. 
ikill in this art may be found, moft certainly, in 
every pro^ce ) fo chat you cannot be at a lofs 
in that point, if you will make due enquiry. 

LSftER Xf^ITL \vvi.} f<^ th 
fyiperor Trajan. 

TH O' I am well afliired. Sir, that you, whq 
never forget any opportunity of ttferting 
your generofi^, are not ymnindful of (he requeft I 

lately 



* Ain(»igft 0!t]ier noble works whidi thb gtoriom^ Empe- 
ror executed, the FonuD, or fqnare, wiuch Went by bis namej^ 
ieems tp have been the moft magnificent. It was boSt with 
the foreign fpoils he had taken in war. The covering of this 
edifice was all brafs, the porticos exceeding beautiful and mag- 
nificent, with pillars of more than ordinaiy heighth and di- 
menfions. In the center of this Forom was erefted the h- 
mwts pilbr which has |}een already deftribed. See B. S. kf. 
4. not. ». 
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Ubdj made you ; yet fioce you haye frequently) a<^ 
mong many other inftances of your indt^ence, per^ 
mitted me to repeat my ibydtations to you, I do fo 
now on behalf of AccL^s Sura ; and I earneft^y 
befeech you to honor him with the Pmorlhip, 
which is at prefent vacant. Tho' his amUdon ia 
extremely moderate, yet the quaUQr of tit UnlfY 
fhe infleadUe inregrity which he has ftewn in a 
fortune below nt^ocri^, and, above all, tiic hap« 
pinels of your titnes, which g^ves coursige w 
confdous virtue to claim the indulgence of your 
iavoT, prompts him ta boftt be .may'eji^)enence it 
in this inftance, 

■ 

Emperor Trajan. 

, / . . . , ^ 

IC^ngntfdate both you and the republic, molt 
excellent Bmpeior, upon the great and glori- 
ous V]6lcwy you have obtained ^ fo ^reeable to 
the heriMfin c^ antient Rome. May the immortal 
Gods ^e the fame happy fiKcefs to all your de^ 
figns, that, under the adminiftration of {o many 
|)rincdy virtues, the (plendor of theem[Hre n»y 

Pp 4 Ihiric 
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fliine.out, not only in ats^ former, but widi a 



luftre 



• 



L'ErrER XX: fx.] To the 
Emperor Trajan. 

MY lieutenant Scrvilius. Pudens came to ^ Ni* 
cbmedia^'-Sirv on tM 24th of November; 
*and: by :his arrival fi^ced n?^,. at laft, from the fo- 

^itudetof a very uneafy e3^)e£kation. . 

» • • • 

Emperor Trajabi. 

YOUR gcnerofuy to me. Sir,. was the ocr 
cafion of uniting ^me to Rpfianus Geminus, 
by the ftrongeft ties ; for he i^as my * Quaeftor 
when ^I was Conful. Hit behavior to n^ : duri^ 
tl^ Go^tinuinGe of pyr offi(;es,^ .was h^hly tt§>c(St- 
ful ;. and he has treated tge ^yer fmce witis lib, per 
culiftr a regfvd, t(iat b^^es the (n^y.oU^k)!^ 

* "^ - ' 

* It IS probable the vidory here alluded to, was . that fa- 
mous one which Trajan gaiiled over the Dacians iiibme ac- 
count €^ which has been given in the notes above. It is cer- 
fain, at leafl, Pliny lived to fee his wifh accompliihed, this 
Emperor having carried the Roman fplendor to its higheft 
pitch, and extended the dominions of the empire fiuther than 
any of his predeceflbrs ; as after his death it began to de<» 
dine. 

^ Now called Comedia, the capital city of Bithynia. ^ 

« See note % p» zzo. 



I owe him upon a public account, I am indebted 
to him for the ftrongeft. pledges -of private friend- 
ihip. I intreat you then to comply with my re* 
queft for the advancement of one» whom (if my 
recommendaoon has any Hveight) you w31 eve^ 
honor wi^ your particular favor ; as whatever 
tnift you^iaJi rcpofe iA him, he will endeavor to 
&ew himfelf rfHlI dttfemng' k in higher. But { 

• ♦ 

{pib^Ty to' enter into a ^nWfe particular SitzAxS 
his menti bdngperfuaded, his integrity, his pro^- 
bity and:hirvi^lance are-Well known to you, not 
^uly^ronSithofeliigh pofts^ which he has exerdfcd 

irir;Rpme within yoiir imii^iediat^ irt^ftion i but 

• * * ' 

Jixutt hia^:behayi6r when 1u^ Crved tinder you in 
%h6 awnyiriJOnc UiiDg, however, my aSt^ii for 
kim «Ktinea;nie:to^ chink J^ hstvt not yet fuifiaendy 
done ^, aAd^ 'ijun^fore, -Ski''^ : rtpeat my' ihtreati^ 
to you, that you would give me the pleafbfe, "as 
early as pofiible, of rejoicing in the jionorahl^ ad- 
vancement of my Quaeftor ; or, in othtt- worSs, 
of receiving an addition to my own dignity, in the 
perfon of my friend. 



LET- 
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lEff ER XXIL [xil] To the Emperor \ 

' Trajak. 

IT is not eafy^ Sir, to exprefs the joy I receiv-^ 
ed^; when I kear'd you hgd^ in compliane^ 
with tl^e reqtaeft-iOf , mi * modnvin^'l^ivfr and nsy 
felf^ granted Coetliu^ Clemens tbe FrocohfuUhip of 
tlus ^ province sfter the eiqwuaon of hM confidar 
ofikre ^ as it is fepi!i:Fh$lK:e I k«rn the fiitt tittmt 
of ' your, bieneficenct covvaids loe^ whidi thus . ^ff9ir 
091^7 ^'^eadsitf^ihro* my whdefami^ Idtfft 
ta^ pretend 10 make an equal retorh m thde oIk 
^^ons^ I fi> '}u^ ^ifty0^ liicail drfy liiere^ 
JFore h«ve lecourfe ^ y^sriy^i >«Qd ai^dently inaptore 
theGeds^ chat I.iiuQr!iK)t hef<iund::iBimmfcy of 

fhofe fayors^i which; you tfe.comimiUiy beftomi^ 
tipoo me, 

•^ Pdmpda Celcrto. ' ■ \- 



€ ' 
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lE^^ER XXIII. [xHLl to tke Emperor 

Trajav. 

IRecdved, Sky z ^fyaxxh hfom yiow freednap 
Lyoormas, jdefmitg me, if aoff^aebafff froaa 
> Bof^KMW Ihould come hkher m the way to 
Rome, that I womW ijetain it till his arrival, Noii^ 

h»s yet arrived ; HC kaft in the dty** where I^m 
But a courier pttflSpg tJuro* ;thi$ f^aoe ftom die Idqg 
of ' Sannatia, I lay hold of that Oj^wrtumty whkrh 
Y oflfers it itfelf, of lending with him the 
mcffcnger which Lycotmas difpatched jathw ; *tt 
you nu^ be informed by both: chdr kaen of 
what, perhaps, it may be neceffiuy you Ihoirfd be 
aocKBunced with at one and the ^one time. . 

; ^ Bo&horns Gmerin^ now called ^i/J^tr*, in Krim Tar> 

> Nicea &is mpetrs 1>y the isth Let« if thb B.} a dqr itt' 
Kthynia, now called Kiikh. .^ • * 

« 'Sannafia was divided into Buropead, AS^tit^ and C^- 
man Sannatia. It is not exa^Iy known wliat bounds the aH-' 
tients gave to this exten&ve fe^on i lowever, in general, it 
comprehend the northern parts of Kofia, Mofcovy, Teffer. 
Tartary, and the greateS pan of die kisfdoa of Pdand, ifc. 



• i»r«fv »«»'•' 
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LE'Tf'ER XXiV. [xiv.} To the Empiror 
Trajan. 

I Am infcffmcd by a letter frtim theking of Sar^ 
~ matia, that fbine affairs have happened vohich 
require your immediate knowledge. With defign 
tftcrefore to expedite the difpatches which his cou- 
rier- was ctiarged with to you, I granted hitn an 
Of dcV xa make ufe of the public poft ,'. - 

.* The firK invention of public cpurien is afcrib^d to Cyrus, 
wlio, in ordci' to receive tbiJ earlieft intelligence from the go^ 
TCTbOB of Ihe feveral [woyincfls, • ereflcd pOft houfes throagE^- 
oat the kingdoni of Pcrfla, ac egual difiances, which fupj£ed 
■iknaiul:luirret M fonnn! thJcpublicdifpaicbee. : Angnftiu.-)r 
was d)e£cft who.iotroijuced this moft afoful inHitution among 
the Romans, "by empToying poft-chaifea, dlf^fed at ccftivfenieMt 
diitances, for^e ptupoCc. of political intelligence. The m^ii 
ftrates of every city were obliged to furnilh J horfes for thefe 
mcIIene^rSr -njion producing iii^i!jBi7, or a kind of. warrant, 
cither from the Emperor hunfelf, or from thofe who had that^ 
nes, tho'.iipon very txaaoT^-' 
velled ufioi^ tbcir private afFain, 
poft-chaiiet. [Set Let. izi.m 
ig they were not ' fooner ufed 
: ai^:prtvale ' communication. 
I in France, in the year 1474: 
f Car 11.. H that the poA-officc 
f PaHiament. 
edit. Hutchiafon. 
+ ^et.'invit.Xi^ c. 49. 
X Plntueh. in rit. Galtue. 
I Rapin, Yol. 2. 66z. fol. cd. 

LET- 
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LEtTER XXV. [xv.] Ta the 
Emperor Trajan. 

THE embaflador from the king of Sarrriatia 
having voluntarily ftaid two dayS at Niceaj 
where he found nie, I did not think it reafonable. 
Sir* to dietain him any longer: not only becaufe rc 
was ftili uncertain when your freedman Lycormas 
would arrive, but as fome indilpenfible affairs 
require my prefence in a different part of the 
province. Of this I thought it neceflary that 
you fliould be informed, becauie I lately acquaint- 
ed you in a letter, that Lycormas had defired, 
if aay eihbaffy fliould come this way from Bof» 
pKorus, that I would detain it till his arrival. 
But I did not fee there was any pretence of re- 
tarding him any longer 5 e^cially as the dif- 
patches from Lycormas which (as I mentioned 
before) I was not wiUing to detain, would pro- 
bably reach you fbmc days fboner than this em- 

« 

haiTador^ 



IRf' 
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LETTER XXFL [xvi.] To the 
Emperor Trajam. 

I Received a letter. Sir, firom Apuldus, aii 
officer in the army, beloi^ng to the g^niibn 
at Nicomedia5 informing me that oile Calhdro- 
mus beiqg arretted by Maximus and Dionyfius, 
(two peribns who exercife the trade of bakers, to 
whom he had hired himfelf) fled for refuge to 
your * ftatue : that bdng brought before a nu- 
giftrate^ he declared he was formerly flave jto La-* 
berius Maximus ; but bong taken piiibner by ^Sa-* 
iagus in Moefia% he wa$ fent a$ a prefenc from 
Decebalm to Pacorus king of Parthia^ in who& 
fervice he continued ievaal years, from whence be 
made his efcape, and came to Nicomedia. When 
he was examined before me, he confirmed this 

^ Paiticttl^ temj^es^ altan^ and ftatucs weve jMlowed among 
l|ic Romans as places of priTilege and fanaaaiy to Saves, 
iAXQts, and malefiidors. This coftora was htrodiiced by 
Romulus, who borrowed it probably from the Greeks ; but 
during the free ftate of Rome, few of thefe Afylums were 
|^rmkted« This cuftom pievailed moft under the Emperors^ 
tdl It grew fo fcandalous, that the Emperor Pius found it nccef* 
fuy to rdbrain thofe privileged places by an edift. See 
Lipfii esGCurf. ad Tadti an. 3. c. 36. 

^ General under Decebalus. 

« A j^vince in Dacia, conqprahending the (buthem part) 
of Senria, and part of Bulgaria. 



account i for which reafon thought it neceflaty 
to"* fend him to you. Tlu^ I Should have d^ne 
Iboner, but I deferred his journey in order to make 
an inquiry after a gem which he m was taken 
from htm,^ upcm wtich was engraven the figure of 
Pacorus in his royal habit t I was defirous (if it 
coidd have been found) of tranfmitting this cu- 
rioHty to you at the fame time ^ as I hare a finall 
ingot of Pathian gold, which he &ys he broughr 
from thence, out of the mines. I have fixed my 
feal to it, the tmpreifion of which is, a chariot 
drawn by four horfes. 

LErTER XXriT. [icvikj 3*« /i* 

.Emptiror Trajan. 

, ...» 1 * 

YOURfrcf^man aed * fSfOCurator, Masxi- 
mus, behaved. Sir, during aU the tisne 
we were together, with gjtat probity, care ^nd 
diligence % as one krm^ attached to your Inte* 
refl, and ftridly ebfervant of . di£cip&ne« ^1£)» 
teftimony I willingly give him 5 and I do it with 
all the fidelity I owe yoo. 

. ^ The fecond enpedition of Trajan againft Decebalus, 
was undertaken the fame year that Pliny went governor into 
this province ; the reafon therefore why Pliny fent this Calli- 
dromus to the Emperor, feems to be» that iome ufe might 
poSI^ bft made of him In favor of that defign. 
^ Roofer of the finances. 
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LETT is. XXfIII. [xviii.] to the 
Emperor Trajan. 

AFTER having experienced, Sir, in Ga- . 
bius BaiTus, who comniands on the fron- 
tiers of * Pontica, the greateft integrity, honor^ 
and vigilance, as .well as the mofl particular re- 
iped to my felf, I cannot refufe him my. beft 
wifhes and fuffrage i and I give them to him 
with all that fidelity which is due to you* I have 
found him abundantly qualified by having ferved 
in the army under you ; and it is owing to the 
advantages of your diicipline, that he has learned 
to merit the honor of yotir favor. The foldiery 
and the people here, who have had full experience 
of his juftice and humanity, endeavor to' rival 
each other iii that glorious teftimony they give of 
lum^ as well, in public as in private ; and I 
certify this with all the fincerity you ha^ i right 
to expedt from me. 

V 

« KiimTaituy. 
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LE.rTER XXIX. [xix.] ro the 
Emperor Trajan. 

NYmphidiUs * Lupus, Sir, and my felf ferved 
in the army together y he commanded a 
body of the auidliary forces at the fame time that 
I was military tribune : and it ;was from thence my 
aSeftion for him began. A long acquaintance 
hath fince mutually endeared and ftrengthen'd 
our friendihip. For this realbn I did violence 
to his repofe, and infilled upon his attending 
me inft) Bithynia, as my afleflbr in council. . He 
moft readily granted me this proof of his friend- 
ship i and without any regard to the plea of 
age, or the eafe of retirement, he fhared with me 
the fatigue of bufinefs ; and upon all occafions is 
ftill r^y to give me his afliflance. I look upon his 
relations therefore as my own ; in which number 
Nymphidius Lupus, his fon, claims my particular 
notice. He is a youth of great merit and inde-. 
fadgable application ; and in every view of his cha- 
racter, well worthy of fo excellent a father. That. 
Vol. II. Qjj he 

• The text calk him Primifilarem, that is, one who had 
been Primipilus, an officer in the armx, whofe poft was both 
highly honorable and profitable : among o^er parts of his 
office he had the care of the Bagle^ or chief ftaudard of 
the legion. 
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he is equ2(l to any honor you fliall think proper to- 
confer upott him, the early proof he gave of his 
qualifications^ when he confiriianded the troops of 
the allies, will eafily cc^nvince yoti -, as it gained him^ 
the full applaud of Chole moQ: ilh^noos t pcrfi^' 
nages Julius Ferox, and Fafcu« SaBMtor^ And 
I will add. Sir, that any inercafe of di^ty wlucb 
he ihall receive, wilt be a» oceafioh of paFticul^ 
congratulation to my fclf. * - 



t « « 



LETTER XXX To /bt £mpenn' t^AjAsJ^ 

« * K 

I Beg your ^eterminatbn, Sir^ la » pDfait whie«^ 
in I am greaf ly doubtfol r h fe,. whether" i 
fhovdd place the public^ flaves ^ ae^. centkitis, round 
the prifons of the feveral cities in this province (a* 
has been hitherto the pradkicc) or employ a party 
of foldiers for that purpofe ? On the one hand^ 
I am afraid the public ftaves will not attend this 
duty with the fidelity they o^^t-f attd on the 
other^ that it will engage too large a body of 
the fo!diery : in thd mean while I have jl^ifted a few 
of the latter with the former. I fuipeiS: however, 
Aere may be fome dariger that this method will 
occafion • a general negleft of duty, as it will af- 

* ' ford 

• ■ * ' 

* Slaves who were parchafcd by the public.^ , 
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ford them a mutual ptttence of throwing the 
blame upon each other. 

LETTER XXXL TkAjAU w Pljny. 

THERE is no occafioiii my dear Plinyi 
to draw off any ^ foldiers in otder to guard 
the prifons. Ixt us rather perfevere in the antient 
cuftom obTerved by this province^ of employing 
the public (laves for that purpofe i and the fidelity 
with whicH they (hall execute their duty will de^ 
pend much upon your car^ and fbfid difcipline* 
It is gready to be feared, as you pbferve, if the 
foldiers ihould be mittd with the public flaves^ 
they will mutually truft to each other» and by that 
means grow ^o much the more n^ligent. But the 
piincipal objeftion I have, is, that as few foldicrt 
as poflTible ihould be called oflf &om their colors. 

• In tlie oTiginil k il Cmmitttems^ ^ tof fellow foldierl :** 
•n ftppcUation whkh thofe Sinpcron who dcfired to be well 
With the annjr dfefted te ufe. SoetODhis iafoiins as, that 
Augnftai wo^ nerer emfploy that e«picffion« as thiBfcin|; ik a 
^ondefcenfioa imbeootning his digniejr i and Btithec^fuitaSle t0 
die tnmfiHlity of «ht tones, aorto militaiy 4ifciptiiw* 



Qqi l^T- 
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tEfTER XXXli. To ilfe Emperot 

Trajan. 

GAbhis Bafliis, who commands upon the fron- 
tiers of Pontica, in a manner fuitable to the 
refpedl and duty which he owes you, has been 

with -me,"' Sir, for feveral.days. As far as I 

. • - * 

codld obferve, he is a perfon of great merit and 
worthy of yowr- favor- I acquainted him it was 
your order that he fliould retain only ten * benefi- 
ciary fdldiers, twd horfe-guards, and one captain 
out of the troops which you wefe pieced to 
afliign to my command. Me aflured me thefo 
would riot be fufficient for him-, and that he would 
write to you upon this head : for which reafon I 
aid not immediately upon your direftions, recal) 
his fiipernumeraries, - • 

a The moft probable conjeaure (for it is a point of a good 
deal of obfcurity) cdnCfcming thefe BeHeJkidrii, teems to be, 
that they were a ccrtaia number of foldiers exempted from 
lihe ufual duty of their office, in order to be employed as. a 
Ibn of body-guaids to the General. Thefe were probably 
foot ; as . the Equites here mientioned were perhaps of the 
fame nature^only ^at they ferred pn horfe-back. E^uit^ifin- 
gulares Oefaris, Augufti, ^'■. ^^ frequently met with upon 
antient infcriptions, and arc generally fuppofcd to mean the 
body-guards of the Emperor. 
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LUffER XXXIIL Trajan to Ptrs y. 

IHav« received from GabiDs BafTus thp lett^ 
you mentaotH acquainting me, that the num- 
}}er of ibldiers I had ordered him was not fuSi- 
cient : ai^d for your information I have idireifled 
my anfwa^ to be annexed to this. It is very mate- 
rial to djilianguifh between what the e^q^cy of af- 
fairs requires, and what an ambitious defire'~bf ex- 
tendifig ppwer may tMnk necei!^. As Sat o^- 
ielves, the intereft of: the public mufl bexsojr only 
guide : apGordingiy it is incumbent! i^B us to 
:cake all poffible care, diat the fddiers are aotab- 
fcht from th^ colors. i : :'^ : 

tETfER XXXIV. fo the Emperor Tka]ajx. 

TH E Prufenfes, Sir, have* ari^anticnt ana 
ruinous bath, which they defire^your Ie$ve 
to repair. Upon examining into the condition of 
it, I find it ought to be re^lt. I thiiik therefore 
you may indulge them in this requeft, as there will 
be a fuffiqem fund for that purpoie, partly from 
thofe debts which luse due from' private perfons 

Qq 3 to 

i» Sec let. 28# of ddi book r »' ? * 



6i4 7»# LETTERS Book X 

to the public, which I api now calling in ; and 
partly from what they r^ifc among themfclvca 
towards ftirnifhing the bath with oil, which they 
are willing to apply to the carrying on t)f 
this building : a work which the * dignity d[ the 
city, and the iplendox of your tinie$ <^em$ ta 

demand. 

LETTER XXXV. Tjiajak /* Pwny, 

IF the ereditng a public bath wiH not be toa 
great a charge upoa the Prufenf^ss, wp may 
comply with their requeft ; provided* however, 
that Ao 0ew (ax bte levied for this purpofe, nor 
any of thofe taken off whv^h vc applied for nc^ 
ceflary fervices. 

lEtt^R XXXFI, To the Emperor TvL A} hv^ 

I Am SKSured, Sir, by your freedmat and re- 
ceiver*'general Maximus, that it is necefTary 
he ftisaiM have a party of foldiers ^ffigaed to hun^ 
over and beiides the hinej^ciariU ^ which by your 
orders, I allotced to the very worthy GemeUinus^ 
Thofe therefore which I found in his fervice I 

* thought 
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thought proper to continue there, cfpecially as he 
was going into ** Paphlagonia in order to procure 
conh For Jiis better fecurity likcwifc, and becaufe* 
it WW hk rcjwcft, I %<i4c5d two of the Jiorfip-guacds, 
jput I _^eg,)^i)u ^Q^I4 Warm me, in your next dif-, 
pjitches, wj^af i^iet^p^ f pu would baye me obferve 
lor the fut^jre w poinis q( ,tJijs nature, 

•". •''1. '■••*.*? •••?.' I ' • ' «' 

.; • ' )t . .1- il . . , I ; 'I •. .' 
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A.-S.my freeiinjan.Ma^iiw W^s going upon 
an extraordinary commiffion to procure 
corn, I approve of youi: having fupplied him witl^ 
4 file of loldiers. But whpn .he; Ihall ' return to the 
duties of his former poft, I think, two from yoi^ 
^nd as many from my receiver-general Virbius Ge- 
ITiellinys (to whom Ijc is coadjutor) will be fufii: 
cient; * ^ 



* A W)viiscc k) Afi^the Lcfe, bounded by the Black- Sev 
4isi4 Wlifrcry Del9& vA^-Q^S^'if. ' ' 
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L E TTE R XXXyill. ^othe Emperor Tr a j ak, 

SEmpronius C^lianus (whofe merit X muft always 
mention with eftcem) having difcqvered two 
• flaves among the recruits,- has lent xhem to me. 

^ had conlentd 

with you, the glorious founder, and firm lupporc 
of military difcipline, concerning the pimifhniehr 
proper to be inBided upon them. My piindpal 
doubt is, that tho* they have taken the milii^ 
oath, they are not yet entered into any particular 
legion* I beg therefore. Sir,' you would let me 
know what method I Ihall purfue, ejpecially as it 

h an affair in which example is concerned, 

■* . ' • • 

* The Roman policy excluded flaves /rom entering into the 
military fervice, and it was death if they did fo. However, 
upon cafes of great neceility this maxim was difpenfed with ; 
bat then they were iirft made free before they were received 
into the army, exceptingpnly (as Servius in his notes upon Vir- 
gil obTerves) after the fatal battle of Canns ; when Che public 
oiftrefswasfo great, that the;:Roaians recruited tk^eir ^i^y 
with their (laves, though they had not time to give them their 
freedom. One reafon, perhaps, of this policy might be, that 
they did not think it fafe to arm fo confiderable a body ofmen» 
whofe numbers, in the times when the Roman luxury was 
higheft, we may have fome idea of» by the inflance which 
Fliny the naturadiil mentions of Claudius Ifodorus, who at the 
time of his death was poiTefled of no lefs than 41 1 6 flaves, 
jiotwithftanding he had loft great numbers in the civil wars. 
Plin/ Hift* Nat. xxxiii. 10. Meurfius de luxa Rom. 
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LE Tf E R XXXIX. Trajak- /* Ptwy;. 

SEmpronkis Caslianus has afted agreead>Iy - to 
my orders, in (ending fuch perfens to be 
tried before y6u as appear to deferve capital puniih'' 
menc It is materia! however, in the cafe in quef* 
lion, to enquire, whether thefe flavbs idlifted t^epx* 
felres voluntarily, or were chofeh by the officers, 
or prefented as proxies lor others. If they wert 
chpfen, the officer is fSJUay^ if they are proades, 
the blame reftswith thofe who deputed them \ but 
if, confdous of the legal inabilities of thdr flation» 
they prefented themfelvcs voluntarily, the puoifli^ 
ment muft fall upon their owft h^$» That they 
are not yet entered into any legion, makes qo great 
difference in thdr cafe ; for they ought ^ to have 
given a trUcaaioimt of themfelvqs imtnediatdysf 
ypbn their being ajlptoved a$ fit for the fenrice, . \ 
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S I havfeyour ^nsitflitifl,^ %» to a4<ire& 
I rnyHS to you tn dS m^ ^utHs^ yo^ wll^ 
aot cftfem ki bdanri your. dign^< m defcend I* 
thofe affakst :^idi Ainoera die ^dmimftratiof) qI^ 
my poft. " LfiiidiHere ^iq /^crai qtics, parti- 
irolarly thc& <if Niebmedia and Nict^ certain pe):^ 
fens ^vHo Cake upon chemfelv^ tq ^ afi'pdbilio 
* flaves, and receive an annpai^i^pdid wcqrdOD^ 
If y Aotwkhftanding they hare been (rondexrined 
cither to the mines, the ^public games, or oth^ 
pumfliments c( the Vkt natwe. Hairing xtctwti 
information of tlJ» ab\^, I haw b^m )ong de<? 
fcatmg with my felf, how I fiioMtd ai^, Qq th^ 
one hand^ to fend them back again to their re- 
l|)e£HTe pumihments/ (many of them being now 
grown old^ ^uid behaving, as I^ aQj alTured, with 
fobriety and modefty) would, I thought, be pro^ 
ceeding againft.them too fevcrely j on the other, 
to retain Gonvifted criminals in the public ifervice, 
feemed not altogether fo decent* I conlidered a( 

the 

* Set iiote to let. ^o. of this B. 

^ A puniflunent among the Romans,^ ufaallv inflicted upoi^ 
flavesy by* which they were to engage witji wild beafby or per* 
fonn the part of gladiatoxs. in the pul)Ui^ ihews. 
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^e iamc cimc^ to fupport ihefe people in* idlenefs, 
would be^ ufele& expence to the public \ and tq 
UsLvt them to ftarve, would be dangerous. I 
was obliged therefore to fufpend the determ))iauoa 
of this matter, 'till I Qould f|C^uit wi(|i you,, ypy 
will be dcfirous, perhaps, to be informed, .how 
jt happened that diefe perfons efcaped the punifh^ 
m^nts to which they were condemned. This cnr 
tjqiry I have alfi:i made my ielf, but cannot return 
you any fa(tisfaftory anfwer. The decrees ag^ft 
ch^m were indeed produced i but no record ap- 
pears of thei}' haying ever been reverfed. It wass 
^erted, however, that thefe people wer? par- 
doned upon their petidon to the Proconfiik, or 
their lieutei^nts i which fecms likely enough to 
be the truth^.as it is improbable any perfot>.ihQuld 
have dared to fet them at liberty without au* 
thority, 

LETTER XLI. Trajan /<» Punjt.; 

m 
% 

YOU.w^ remember you were fent in^o^thy* 
nia^ for the particular purpoie of ja>nre£i:^ 
;holc many abufcs with - which it appeared to be 
over-run. Now none ftands more in need of 
ydformation, thai^ that criminals, who have b©^ 
fentenced to puniflunent, ihould, not only be 

fet 
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fct at liberty (as your letter informs me) with- 
out auriiority; but even appointed to employ- 
ments, which ought alone to be exercifcd by pcr- 
fens whofe charafters are irreproachable. Thofe 
therefore among theni who have been eohvifted 
witMn ihefe ten years,* and whofe fentence has not 
been reverfed by proper authority, muft Be fent 
back again to their refpedttve punifhments : but 
where more than ten years have elapfed fince their 
conviftion, and they are grown old and infirm, let 
them be dilpofed of in fuch employments, as are 
but ftw degrees removed from the punifliments td 
which they were fentenced ; that is, either %o attend 
upon the public baths, cleanfe the common ihores, 
or repair the ftreets and highways , the ufual of- 
fices to which fuch perfons are afligned^ 

LEftERXLIL T'o tie Emptor TfLAjAH, 

WHile I was majcing a progrefs in a different 
part of the province, a prodi^ous fire 
broke out at Nicbmedia, which not only ^on- 
Ibmed leveral private houfes, but alfo two pub- 
'fie buildings ^ the town-houfe and the temple of 
Ifis, tho' they ftood on contrary fides of the 
ftreet. The occafion of its fpreading dius far, 
was partly owing to the violence of the wind, 

and 
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and partly to the indolence of the people, who I 
am welltaiTured, f^ood fixed and idle r6e<5bators of 
this terrible calamity. The truth is, the city was 
not provided either with * en^Aes, buckets, of 
any one finglc inftrument proper to extinguifli fires j 
which I have now however given dareiftions t^ hare" 
prepared* You will confider. Sir, whether it may 
not be advifeable to inftkutea company of fire- 
meni confiding only of one hundred and fifty 
members, I will take care none but thofe of that* 
bufinefi fhall be admitted into it ; and that the 
privileges granted «hem fhall not be extended to 
any other purpofe. As this incoi*porated body 
will confift of fo fmall a number, it will be eaiy 
enough to keep them under proper Regulation. 

a It has bf en genjcrally imagined, that tlfe antients had not 
the art of vaifing wateir'by engiii^s ; but this paifage feems to 
favor the contrary opinion. The word in the .original is 
Sipho, which Hefychias explains (as one of the Commentafors 
obferves) inftrumentum ad jaculandas aquas ad'verfiu incendia ; 
*' an inilrument to throw up water againfl, fires. '* But there 
is a pafege in Seneca which feems to put this matter beyond 
conjedore, tho' none of the critics upon this place have, ta- 
ken notice of it : ' S^iemus^ fays he, duabus fnamBus intef ft 
junHis aquam conciftre^ & cumpreffa utrimque palma in ntodum^ 
Jif bonis exprimere. [(^N. I. 2. i6.] where we plainly fee the 
ufe of this Sipbo was to throw up water, and confequently the 
Romans were acquainted with that iart. ' The account which 
Pliny gives of his fountains at Tu/cum is likewife another tvi* 
dent proof. 

LEY- 
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LETTER XLIIL Trajan to Plinv. 

YO U are of :qpinion it would be proper tc^ 
conftitute a company of fire-men in Nico* 
media, agree^y to what has been praftifed in fc-^ 
veral other cities. But it is to be remember'di 
that tfaefe fort of £>cieties have gready diihirb'd 
the peace of that province in general) and thofe ci- 
ties in particular. Whatever name we give themt 
and for whatever purpofes they may be founded^ 
they will not fail to form thernfelves into aflem* 
blies^ however Ihort their meetings may be. It 
will therefore be iafer, to provide fuch machines as 
are of fervice in extinguifhing fires, enjoining the 
owners of houfes to afTift upon fuch occafions ; and 
if it ihali be neceflary, to call in the help of the 
populace. 

LETTER XLIK To the Emperor TmAjAit^ 

WJE have acquitted. Sir, and renewed our 
•vows, for your profperity, in which 
that of the public is neceflarily included i impIoN 

ing 

^ This was an anniverfary coftom obferred througbout die 
Empire, on the 30th of December. 



xng the Gods to grant us ty& fbXi& to pay^ stnd 
thus to repeaf them. 

> • . ■■•.-. 

LEt^Mk XLV. Trajaic /tf PwNy. 

• ff 

I Received the fetisfaftion^ my dear Pliny^ of 
being informed by your letter, that you, to^ 
gether with the peojde under; your government^ 
have both paid and renewed your vows to the.iirir 
mortal Gods, for my healch a^d happinefs. 

» ' ■ f ' : * • / 

XuEf «"£ R XLVI. . 3» tht Emfenr, Trajah. 

TH E city of Nicomedia, Sir, have expend- 
ed three millions three hundred and twenty- 
nine &ft$rcf s * in buiiding an aquaeduft ; but^ not 
beipg able to Bnifh it, the works are entirely fall- 
ing to ruki. They made a fecond attempt m ano^ 
ther place, ^here they laid out ^ two nailiDns, But 
thill fikewife is di^ontinued \ fe that after bkving 
been at ^n immfcnlfe chaise to no purpofe^ they 
muft (till be at a farther eicpence, in order to be ac- 
commodated with water. I have examined a fine 
fpring, from whence the water may be conveyed 
over arches '(as was done in their firft defign) in 

fuch 

* About 24000 1 ofourmeney. 
^ About 1 6000 1. of our mone^* 
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tikh a manner that the higher, as well as level and 
low parts of the city may be fupplied. There are 
but very few of the old arches remaining; the 
^uare ftoncs, however; employed in the former 
building, may be ufed in turning the new ones. 
I am of opinion part fhould be raifed with brick, as 
that will be the ealier and cheaper method. But that 
this work may not be carried, on with the feme ill 
fucceis as the former, . it will be neceflary to fend 
hither an architefk and an engineer. And I will 
venture to iay, from the beauty and ufefalnels of 
the defign, it will be a work well worthy the 
^lendor of your times^ 



LETTER XLVII. Trajan /<? Ptrnv. . 

CARE TOuft be. taken to fupply the city of 
Nicomedia^ with water \ and you will do 
ib, I am well perfuadqd, with all the diligence you 
ought. But it is moft ceitainly no lefs. incumbent 
upon you to examine^ by whole mifcondu6t it has 
happened^ that fuch large fums have been thrown 
away upon this work \ left by applying the mo« 
ney to private purpofes, this aqusduf): fhould like* 
wife be left unfinilhed. You Will let me know the 
rcfult of your enquiry. 

< 
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lErTER XLFin. To the Emperor Tk A] A^: 

TH E citizens of NiCea^ Sir^ are buUding a 
theatre, which, tho* it is not yet finiflied^ 
has already exhatifted, as I aril informed (for I have 
hot examined the account myfelf) above ' tai 
millions of fcfterces \ and, what is worfe^ I feat 
to no purpofe. For tithcr from the foundation 
being laid in a mafhy ground, or that the ftones 
themfelves were decayed, the walls are crack*d 
from top to bottom. It deferves your confidera- 
tiori therefore, whether it be beft to carry on this 

W0rk> 

« About 8o,oooL of onr mon^. To Aofe who zxe 
xiot acquainted with the immenfe riches of the antients, it may 
feem incredible that a city» and not the capicai one neitheiv 
of a conquer'd province, fliouW expend fo laige a fum of mo- 
ney, upon only the fhell (as it appears to be) of a theatre : 
bat Afia i^s efte^med the moll conftderable p^. of the world 
for wealth ; its fertility and exportations *(as * Tully obfervcs) 
^ceeding that of^U other countries. The ingenious Dr. Ar- 
butjmot quotes an inftance from Athenaeus of Afiatic riches^ 
which a man muft be a tolerable arithmetician even tj count. 
It \% the value of the treafur^ of Sardanapalus, with which he 
made a funeral pile for himfelf and family, when he was be- 
fieged \iy Arbaces king of the Medes. «* A thenaus makes the 
** the value of the treafure of this pile to amount to 1 00,000,000 
»« talents, which i^ckoned in BlUjylonic talents, amounts to 
** 16,953,125000 I. This was only the value of the filveri 
«« there was befides a tenth part of that number of talents of 
« goM, which if gold was reckoned in a decuple proportion 
^' will juft doublethat fum," Muth. ant. coins^ 

p. 203. 

* Orat. pro Imp. Cn. Pomp; 

Voi- 11. Rr 
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vork» (or cntudy difom&fiK it ; or rather, per* 
haps, whether it.would.|iQ( J?e.n]iiR: prudent abCb- 
lutdj to deftroy it: ^or 'tlie fbundadons upon 
whicb this Ixiilding is kni^ec^atelf fupported, ap- 
pear to me more expwiive than fi>Iid. Several 
j)rivate per&fis )uve undertaken to build the com* 
.parcments of this theatre. at thdr own expence, 
.ifope eng^g^gtoerefb the portico, others the gal- 
leries beyond the ^ pit : but this defign cannot be 
;executcd^ as the principal fabric is now at a 
ftatxL This cky is alfo rebuilding, upon a more 
enlaqgod plan, the ^ Gy mnafium, which was burnt 
down before my arrival in the provmce. They 
i^re. aheady been at fome ( and, I doubt, a 
fruitle6) expence* The ftrudure is not only ir- 
regular and iU-<iifpofed, but the prcfcnt architeft 
/who it muft be owned h a rival to the perfon 
who was fiift employed) aflerts, that the waQs, 
tho^ they are * twenty-two feet thick, arc not 
ftroK^ enougji to fupport the fuperftrudhire, . as 

they 

h Tkp ivord Ca*vi4t in the cftiffoai, compi^eheiult move than 
what we call die iP/>. inoor theatres* as it jaeans the whole 
fpace m which the fpe^tors fat. Thefe theatres beii^ open 
at top« the galleries here mentioned were for the convenicnee 
of retiring in bad weather. ^ . .« 

^ A pl^ in which the athletic exerdfes were perfoimcd, 
and where the PhiloTophers alfq ufed to read their ledhires* 

^ The Roman foot confifted of m inches and 7 Mths^f 
onr flandard« 



-they «re ndt incrofted ^itbefuty me the inter- 
mediate fpace properly cemented within. The 
inhabitants of • Claudiopolis are finking (for I can- 
not call.it ere^g) a, laiige public ^5ath, upon a 
(ow Tpot of ground which lies at the foot of a 
lAoitetiaih. Tixc^ftma apjprifipilated for the t^- 
Ing oh thi§ ^iroric, arifcs from the Hibney whth 
*hDfc/i»feaoraiy mfensBsre yJoa twtt jf4tiU^ to ^ 
^ttcir feflbte, ^laid (or at haft are reidy to pay 
t^hen ever I caB upon' tiiem) ^ For thdr admiffibn. 
-As I am afriid thqrefdre the pubKc money m 
onepbcei and '(i^hit & : infiirftfefy mort vafoable 
chinan^ Jfcconiaiy ratifidemion) ybw bendfaiffeft 
in the other, ftbiild be iU applied, i km obiigtd 
td ddire you. wbdld -feKU hither to ircBtefb t6 
•ir^acftv riot >ohly thp theatre, but ihe batht 
in ordferto CQnfidfer iwhedfcr, after all the tx- 
.Jteice whidh h*s atfdkly be«rti Mid diit, it mi 
*e better to •fimftt tHemupon the ptfefent jjlait, or 
rrfbrm tire ohci andienaove the bther ; for other- 
wife we may poflibly throw away owr futwe cbft;v 

R r « jj_ 

. » ^ - # 

f . ... 

j^* .4:ciSMn;Ifta&, « pr^viaceof Afia, fit<)abd ke the foot 
W^ijgmt-Yaum. Wtween Lyconia. Pamphylk, CiUd^. Z. 

iA LKtl^r^ ^TT"'- *f "'. ^"*='' wha were not wcchr- 

mJJ^f^LT'*^ ^'^ *^ J^J'y ''^ *'*^^' •>« ^y ^ appoint- 
ment of the EinpCTor. joid a certain fum of money upiitheir 
adauffion into the Estate. j?w»>»»«t 
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by endeavonng not to lofe what we have zlrtndf 
expended.. 

LE^tER XLIX Trajan /* PuNr. 

YO (J who are upon the fpot, will beft be 
able to confider and determine what is pros- 
per to be done concerning. the dieatre, which the 
inhabitants of Nicea are btiiidmg ; as for my felfv 
it will be fufiicient if you let me know your refo- 
lution. With refpeft to the particular parts of this 
(heatre which are to be ruled at a private charge ; 
you will fee thofe engagements fulfilled, when 
the body of the building, to which they are to be 
annexed (hall be fini(hed.— -^Thefe pakry Greeks 
are,. I know,, immoderately fond of GymnaiHc 
diverfipns, and therefore, perfa^qps^ the citizens of 
Nicea have enlarged their fabric for this purpofe, 
beyond its due proportion ; however,^ they muft 
be contested with ftich a one as will be fufiicient 
to anfwer their occafioi^. 

I entirely leave it to you to perfuade the Clau- 
diopolitani as you (hall think proper, with relation 
to their bath, wluch ' they have placed, it feems, 
in a very improper fituation. As there is no pro- 
vince 
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vtnce that is not furnifticd 'with men of (kill and 
ingenuity, you cannot poifibly *iant atchitcds j 
aanlcfs you diink it the Ihortcft way tp get them 
from Rome, when it is generally from Grecoc 
that they come hither, 

■ 

LET'f EK L. To the Emperor Trajan." 

'V'^THEN 1 refleft upon the fplendor of 
Y V your exalted* ftation, and the greatnefs of 
your mind, nothing, 1 am perfiiaded, can be more 
ibitable to both, than to point out to you fuch 
defigns as are worthy of your glorious and -im- 
mortal name, as being no le(s ufeful than magni* 
ficent. Bordering upon the territories of the city 
of Nicomedia is a moft extenfive lake ; upon 
wluch the commodities of the coaito*y are eafily 
and cheaply tranfported to the high j-oad ; but 
from* thence, are conveyed in carriages to the fea- 
fide, at great charge and labor* To remedy this 
inconvenience, it will require, *tis true, many 
hands ; but upon fuch an bccafion they cannot be 
Icarce : for the country, and particularly the city, 
is exceedingly populous ; and one may afluredly 
h(^, that every body will reisulily engage in a 
work which will be of univerlal benefit. It only 
remsuns then to fend hither, if you (hall think pro- 

R r 3 F^ 
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per, z fiirvcyor of an ;ir(;hiteft, in order t9 .exa- 
imne wlw^er tb^ lake lies above the. level o^ the 
fu ; the eng^n^w pCthis prov^ice being of opi- 
nion that tbc fornw i* l^cr. by forty *ci^its, 
I find there is in the neighborhoods of this idace,^ 
a large canal, which was cue by one of the kings 
of this country ^ but as it. is left uufioilhed^ it is 
uncertain whether it was for the purpofc of drain- 
ing the adjacent lands, or making a coi^npini- 
cation between the lake and i the. river. It is igqual- 
ly doubtful too, whether . the death of, the. king, 
or the defpair of being able to accpoiplifh. the de^ 
iigp, prevented the completion of it. If this was 
tberealbn, lamfii much. the. mote .defirous» for. 
tjie Jake of your illuftrious charafbcr (and I. hope 
you wiU pardon, me the ambition) that yau. may 
have the glory of e?cecutingf what.^ kinj^s could 
only attempt. 

^ A Rom«i cubit is eqnal to i fcot 5 indv^ ^^^^ of our 
sneafure. Jrhuthnoft tah, 

^ A comment^feor.^pon this .p^flkgy^^ thinly ^ a yoy ex- 
traordinary compliment ; ** As if, fays he» an Einperor of 
V Rome could not do mpre than a little King of oithynia/* 
But it is muctn nKU'^j^pb^blc that this critic ihoold be miibkeii 
jn'his objeflio'nVtnanl^lihy in his conipliment; and tho* he^ 
will have it to be ^Mule kifig/ it. is niore reafonaUe to fap- 
pofe our author tneajit/ome great king of Perfia, Befides, 
Jmperator^ among the Romans, had nor of itfelf any fuch high 

idea^ as has been a%c«4 ^0. ^^^. later. tiipes. Th^jnixuB^. 
thereforeof tlus wiihfeems to b^, that tho* Trajan was con- 

r tented 
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. LETTER hi. Tarja^k t9. Punr. ; 

TrHERE is fcnnetbmgm the ^mne jod 
propole of opening a conunudkatkxi be- 
tween the I^e 9tA the fe^ whkfi teaj» pctlfi^» 
tenipt me to come into - itl But you nixSt fiift 
carefuQ]^ ezamiine tbe fituatton of ttus body of 
vatef^ what quantity kcbnciiiis, and froni. whence 
k is (applied ^ left by letting; it jnto the lea, 
it fhpdd be totalty exhapfted. T09 ipay apfiljr 
to Calpumius Macer 'for' an en^netr ; a$; t wiU 

atfo ibid you firom hence. &a)e pcriob ftittod in 

, ' ^* . • 

works^ of this nature. ^ 

LETTER UL Ta the Empenr Tea jaw. 



u 



PON examining the expenccs of thedty^ 
of Byzantium % (which I jSnd are ex!f 
'great) I was informed^ Sir, that the ^ 
ente: cf the embafladof^ which, they fend 
to you wkh their hontegp-and the afl; 

r*4 * whkh 



tented to be in litle no more tli« GmuaX^ {Itkfmmftw) yet m^ 
«6b of ptthlic OHuuiccBce he migjxx be moie dum tlude wto 

|iroudly ftiled thcotfielvcs Kingj(» . . . > , 

* Now Confbmtmople, 
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iwhich pafles in the fenate upon that cccafion, a:- 
mount to twelve ^ thoufand fefl:erce$. But know- 
ing the generous maxims of your government, I 
thought proper to fend the decree without the 
cmbailador, that at the fame time they dif*' 
charged their public duty to you^ they might bcr 
cafed in the nianncr of paying it. This city is. 
likewife taxed with the fum of * three thoufand. 
fcfterces towards defraying the expence of an en- 
voy, whom they annually feijd to, compliment the 
governor of Moefia : this expence I have alfo di- 
refted to be (pared. I beg. Sir, you would da 
me the honor either to confirm my judgment, or 
corre6t my error in thefe points, by letting me 
know your fendments. 

LETTER LIII. Trajan to Pliny. 

IWell approve, my dear Pliny, of your having 
excufed the Byzantines the expence of ifending 
an embaflador to me. I ihall efteem their duty 
as fufiiciendy p^d, thp' I only receive the adb of 
their fenate thra* your hands. The governor of 
Moefia muft likewife excufe them, if they complir 
inent him at a Itfs expence. 

^ About 96 1. fterlingJ 

^ About 241. of our money. 

LET- 
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LE'TTER LIV. tatbe Emperor Tkaja^. 

I Beg, Sir, you would fettle a doubt I have 
concerning your * Diplomas ; whether you 
think proper that thoie whofe dates are ex[nred 
ifaall be in force, and how long ? For I am ap- 
prehenfive I may thro* ignorance, cither confirm 
fuch of thefe inihuments as are illegal, or prevent 
the effed of thofe which are nectfiary. 

LETTER LF. Trajan /a Pliny. 

TH £ diplomas whofe dates are expired, mull 
by no means be made ufe of For which 
reafbn it is a principal rule with me, to fend new 
inftruments of this kind into all the provinces, be* 
fore they are inmiediately wanted. 

* A diploma is properly a grant of ceitain privileges eh&er 
to particuiar places or perfons. It fignifiesalfo grants of odier 
kinds ; and it fometimes means * poft- warrants, as, perhaps, 
it does in this place. 

^ See Let, xiy. of this book, in the notes. 



LET- 
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€kf of "^Apamea^ of casarniMigi kitetlie 
fa^ of thek . {Hiblic foods attdierenuo^ tbey^tKdd 
jB»t tbey ytccca all ^memely willing^ I; Qioiridi ki* 
I^St th(k acQQunts ^. biitt ^a( n^ Precoafol: hgd 
ever yet perufedL tkim^ » thof had, a pmrifi!^ 
(and diat of very anwittdatp) of admrnftong-theii} 
commonweahh in the maoner tl^y thoi^ht proper* 
I teqiured them to draw ie^ a memoriaL of what 
tbey then offered^ whkb I tranfmk to youezaftly 
a$rl.,re€eived;it ;. tW I amiiinfibk it crataifift £*^ 
¥0^ things ibmgjn to die qtteftkm^ I' beg yaa 
H W BJ B jhQney ma^wkh your comnoods^ bow I am 
ta^^m thi9^a|faih;. forlfhould foejextremely ibny^ 
ckber to exceed ojriall fhort of my comnoaQxao^ 



LJKT^ 



/ 
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memorial' c^ die Aipameans annexed 
to your Icitler, has fovcd me the nccelfity; 
of CDoGdering &e reaibns thq^ lugged, wky the" 
fprmer Fkocgnfuls forbore to inipedt their ac- 
oouBts^; fince they ar&Mfilling to fubmit them to 
your examination. Thdr compliance deferves to 
be encouraged ; and they may be afKired, the en- 
quiry you are to make in purfuance of my or- 
ders» fhall be with a full* rtftrve- te tbeir privi- 
leges. ; - 

* 

LETTER LVJJL 3>,/*tf £«rtir«r Trajaii. 

I 

/ '» AH E Nicomedians, Sir, before ijiy arrival 
X ^ diis province, had begpn^ to build a 
new Foruni contiguous to dieir former, in a cor- 
ner of which Hands an antient temple dedicated 
to the * mother of the Gads. This fabric muft either 
be ^repaired,, or, r«noyed ; a^d : fqy^ tl^is reafbn 

chieffy, 

• Cybde, Rhea, or Ops, as flie is otherwife called ; fiooi 
whom, according to the Pagan creed, the reft of the gods aie 
ibppofed to have ddfcended. 
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chiefly, becaufe it is a much lower building than 
that which is now erefted. Upop enquiry whe- 
ther this temple had \xth cohfecfated, I was in- 
armed that their manner of decUcauon diSers ffQm 
purs, yoa will be plc^iftd therefore, Sir> to con- 
fidcr whether ^ temple, which has; not been con-> 
fqcrated in form, nuy be removi?4% confiftontly 
with the ceremonies of religion : for if there is iv> 
obje^on from that quarter^ ther^ is none cm the 
fide of inconvenience. 

■• 

i-^rr^-RL/X Trajan /d Pliny. 

YO U may without fcruple, my dear Pliny, 
if the fituation requires it, remove the tem- 
ple of Hit mother of the Godsj from the place 
where it now ftands, to any other more convenient. 
You need not be under any difficulty concerning 
the aft of dedication ; for the ground of a *• fo- 
reign city is jiot capable of receiving that kind of 
conlecration which is obferved by our laws. 

» Wliaterer was legally confecmtedy was crer afterwards 
iuiap^iqd>le to profane ales. 

^ That is, a city not admitted to enjoy the laws and privi- 
leges of Rome. 
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LEtTER LZ r» tie iptperor Trajan!; 

WE have . celebrated. Sir, :(witH thofe ftnd- 
ments of joy your virtues juWy merit) 
the day of yow acceflioii> when, at the fame time 
diat you accepted, ybii (aved the empire. And we 
lincerely imploitdc the Gdds to prefenre you in 
health and- piofperity, a$ it is upon your wel&te 
that the fdcuilty and repofe c( mankind depends. 
lirenewed.at di^ iame time the oath of allegiance 
at ihe head^f the army, whicfh tqpeated it after 
me in the irfbal form, the people <^ the province 
zealoiifly exprefiing their r affection to you by 
taldi^ dip lame oadi. 

LETTER LXI. Trajan to f^LiNT. , 

YOUR letter, my dear Pliny, was ex^ 
tremely mxeptable, as^ it gave me an ac« 
count with what zeal and afie£don you, together 
with the army and the provincials, folemnized the 
day of my acceOion to the empire^ 



X£r. 



LEt'i ER -LXIL *f^ tbe. Emftrtr Tsm jxn. 

« - ' • ■ 

^CTT^HE money , owing to the public^ ts, by the 
i. prudence, iSir, erf' your couocUs^ a'nd the 
. care of my adminiflration,. neither aduatty {>akl in» 
. or ciow recoveiing : -but I am afraid it mud lie xnnk- 
, employed. For aa on one IJdc^ there are few Qr 
Qo qppormnidca pfjHirctiaQiig .^d, fo 6n the 
other> one cannot meet with $iny pd^>vho is witt- 
ing to borrow of tte * publick X^^^Uy at theii- 
(ereft ci izfer XMt*) i^hefi tbf^ cm ^atfe nsoney 
tipon. the fame ^x^cm ff'om private handb. You « 
will;$hen cpniider> Sir, whether It tnay ncft be ad- 
vifable, in order to invite re%onrd>le perfens m 
take this money, to lower the intereft ; or if that 
icheme fhould not fucceed, to place it in the hands 
of thti Decarii, iqk)n their ^Vlhg fuffiderit fecurity 
. to th<^.{)ubhc. Afid tho' they fliould no^ be wlQ- 
iqg to receive it^ yet 9s tiie rate of intereft Ml 
^ abi«ed» ^ haidihtp ViU be fo imich the M. 

**t^c reafbh ^y they did not choofe tij iborrow of the 
public at the fame fKtiB ^ inlet^l ^Hidi iK^pUd t6 ]prl4^ 
perfons, was (as one of the commentators oUerves) becaiife ia 
Uie former infbnce they were obliged to give fecurity ; where^- 

«s iuthe latter, they couU raifemoncy upon their penbnal cr<r* 
dit. 



• « » •* 
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LETTER LXIIL Trajan rt Pliky: 

IAgpee with yon, my dear Piiny, that duK 
&ems CO be no jocher method of fadlatati^g the 
fdacii^ QUC.(^ the public money, thaa by lowoiqg; 
die infiereft \ the meiUiire of which you wiU deter- 
.fflitne flcoordiog. the number of the bc^roweit;* 
But to com|)el perions to receive it, who are not 
difpofed to do fo, when poflibly they themfelves 
in$y haye no opportunity of employing it» ts 4]y 
.no means cooiifient with the juftice of my govern- 
ment* 

LETTER LUF. To the Emperor Trajak, 

> • 

J Return you my higheft acknowledgments. Sir, 
that among the many important occupations in 

whkrh you are engaged^ you have condefceixied 

« • • • , . » 

to be my guide in thofe points wherein I have con- 
fiilted you : a. fitvor which I muft now again be* 
leech you to grant me. A certain peribn came be* 
^ fore we with a comphunt, that his adverfaries^ who 
had been ^nifhed for three years by the illuftrious 
•Servilius Calyus, ftill remained in the province : 
they, on the contrary affirmed that Calvus had re- 
fiored them again to their, country, and produced 

t^ . ins 
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lus cdift to that purpofc. I thought it neceflary 
therefore to refer the whole affair to you. For as 
I have your exprefs orders not to rcftore any per- 
ion who h^ been fcntenccd to banUhment either 
by myfelf or others i fo I have nodiredions with 
refped to thofe, who having been banilhed by 
feme of my predeceflbrs in this government, have 
by them alfo been reftored* I am obliged then, 
to beg you would inform me> Sir, what method 
I fhould obferve, as well with regard to thefe, as 
to others, who after having been condemned to 
perpetual baniftiment, have returned to the pro- 
vince without permiffion : for cafes of that nature 
have likewife fallen under my cognizance. A 
peribn was brought before me who had been 
fentenced to perpetual exile by the proconful Ju- 
' lius BalTus : but knowing that the a&s of BaflTus, 
during his adminiftration, had been refcinded, 
and that the fenate had granted leave to all thofe 
who had fallen under his condemnation, of bring- 
ing their appeal, provided they did fo within the 
^ace of two years 5 I enquired of this man whe- 
ther he had acquainted the Proconful with his cafq? 
He replied, he had not. I beg then you would in- 
form me whether you would have him fcnt back 
again into exile 5 or whether you think fomp more 
fevere, and what kind* of punifhment, (hould 

be 
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be infii£ted. upon him, and fuch ocfaers who may 
heareafter be found to lie under the lame delinquen- 
cy. I have annexed to my letter the decree of 
Calvus, and the edift by which the perfons men- 
tioned above were reftored » as alfo the decree of 
Bafius. 



lEf^'ER LXF. Trajan t9 Puny. 

I WILL let you know my determination con- 
cerning thefe exiles which were banifhed for 
three years by the Proconful P. Serviiius Calvus, 
and foon afterwards reftored to the province by his 
edi£i:, when I (hall have informed myfelf from him 
of the reafons of this proceeding. With reipe£t 
CO that perfon who was lentenced to perpetual ba- 
nifhment by Julius BafTus, yet continued to remain 
in the province, without making his appeal if he 
thought hdmfelf agrieved, (tho' he had two years 
^ven him for that purpoie) I would have him 
fent in chains to my * prsetorian Pracfefts : for only 
Vot. II. S s to 

a Thefe» in the origina' inftitation as fettled by Agoftusi 
were only commanders of his body-gaaids, but in the later 
times of the Roman empire thejr were next in antfaoritj under 
the Emperor^^ whom they feem to have afiedata fort of iUt 
minifter. •• 
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to remand hiin back to a ptttuflunenty which he 
has contumadoafly elud^, will hy na means be 
fiifficicnt. 



LET'TER LXVL To the Emptrcr Trajak. 

WHEN I cited the judges. Sir, to attend 
me at a* iefHons which I was going tohc^d. 
Flavins Archippus cl^umed the privilege of bemg 
excufed, as excrcifing the profeffion of a ^ philofo- 
pher. It was alledg'd by fome who were prcfent, 
that he ought not only to be excufed from that 
office^ but even ftruck out of the roll of judges, 
and remanded back to the punilhment from which 
he had eicaped by breaking his chains. At the' 
fame time-a fentence of the ProconfqiTelius Paul- 
lus was read, by which it^ appeared that Archippus 
had been condemned to the mines for forgery. He 
had nothing to produce in proof fhat this fentence 
had cve» been reverfcd. He alledgcd, however, 
in favor of hb reflitution, a petition which he pre-" 

Tented 

• • • « 

* The prpvinoes were divided into kiod, of dri:pU.6 called, 
Cpmftwt^u wb4hia' the ProcQnfulsuied to go inoxder^toad- 
ixiiQiilpr jMfti$e« T)^ j^cl^ here^iBeivtioiwd'iiKift not^be ao^ 
derilood to mean the fame (ort of judicial officers as ^ith us i. 
they were rather in the nature of our juries. 

^ By the imperial conftitutions the philofophers were ex- 
empted from in public fon&ions. Cataiutut. 



fi^ttd CO Dorniciai^, togfet^er v^itli i kittf from 
that Prkice and a d^cYM of the Pri^nfiansin his' 
honor. To thefc he fubjoined a letter which he 
had received from you ; as alfo an edid and a let- 
ter of your auguil father's, confirming the grants 
^hicli had beett made to him by Doniitism. . For, 
die(e #daf6n$9 notv^ithf^andihg crimes c( fo atroci- 
tf u^ a! natuf« ^ift liaid to hi^ chargi^, I did'not thuikf 
p?6ptt to' detSeriftiflef *>y ridng conc^rmng himV 
without firft conddting with you in' the alSiir 
that feems to merit your peculiar decifion. I have 
tranfinitted to you, with this letter, the feveral al- 
legatbnson both fides. 

DoMiriAU^S liE^i'ER to TERENTiuS-MAXIMUS. 



cc 



FLtfViua AA:hip|)tts^ the phSteiTcJtfllet^ hOTpt^* 
valkd wtth'ine to g^earj ordtir thtft 6oosOb&' 
'< ""fcOen^sbe'laidxHitiiithepurch^^ 
«' for the fiip[jort of himaad^hisfamil^r, m thxi 
^ nqghboitoodof ^ Pru&ES; his imdvt'' countty. 

Ss 2« Let? 

* Aboat4Sool. of our moafff* 

<> Geographers are not agreed where to place^ this city ; 
dellanas conjedures it may poffible be the fame with Pm/a ad 
O/jmfum, Praia at the foot of Moont Olympos in Myfia, men« 
tioned in Let 8 j. of this book. 
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Let this l^e accordingly done,; and place that 
fum to the article of my benefa&ions.*' . 

ftomtbefamej toh. Appius Maximus. 






cc 



IRecommend, my dear Maximus, to your 
proteftionj that worthy philofophcr Archip-, 
<* pus ; a perfon whofe morals are agreeable to his 
<< profelfion : and I would have you pay full re^ 
** gard to whatever he (hall reafonably requeft. 



The E DlCf of She Empefcr Nerva* 

f« '■ I ^HERE are fome points, no doubt, 
** ^ ' Quiritcs, concerning which the happy 
•* tenor of my got^emment is a fufBcient explana- 
^^ tion of my fentimefits i and ^ good prince need 
** not give an exprefs declaration in matters where- 
^' in his intention cannot but be dearly uoderfbood. 
' V E very citibten in the empire .will bear me, witnefs, 
" that I gave up my private. repofc to the fecuritf 
** of the public, in order .to have the pleafure of 
*' difpenfing new bounties of my own, and con- 
" firming former ones of my predeceflbrs. But 

"left 



A general appellation given to the Roman people. 
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*' left the memory of him • who made thcfe grants, 
*• or the diffidence of thofe who received them, 
*' fliQuld occafion any interruption to the public 
** joy, I thought is as ncceflary as it is agreeable 
*, to me to obviate thefe fufpicions, by aiTuring 
^> them of my indulgence. Let it not be thought 
^^ that I ihail reieind either the public or private 
^^ ads of any former Prince, for the iakc of me- 
^^ riting the obligation of ratifying and confinmng 
M them ; nor need any who have received the 
^'^ finiles of imperial favor, renew their petitions to 
•* me in order to enjoy the benefit of them. Ra-^ 
** ther let them leave me in full leifure for confer* 
•^ ring new fa von 5 under the aflurance, that I am 
•* only to be follicited for rfiofe which have not al- 
<* r^ady been obtained. ■* 



Frmtbefame^ /^ T^llius Justus. 

*• A S I have made it the maxim of my go- 
^* Xr^ vernment to obferve the ordonances of 
^^ my predeceilbrs in all ttdngs, fo regard muft be 
^^ paid to the letters of Domitian.** 



Ss 3 LET- 



• Dooiitiaii. 



646 ne LETTERS Book X, 



LETTER LXyil. To the Emperor 

Trajan. 

FLavius Arcbippus has conjured me by aH 
my wilhcs for your profpeiity, and hj 
your immortal glory, chat I would tranfmit to 
you the memorial wtuch he prcfented to me. 
I could not r^fufe a re<)ueft conc^vjcd in &ch 
terms; however, I acquainted the profecutnx, 
with this my intention? fi'pm whom 1 have alfo 
received a memorial on her part. | have annexed 
them both to my letter •, th^ by hearing, a$ it 
were, each fide, you in^ ipore eafUy f:of)fider 
what to determine in this a6f^ir. 



LETTER LXFllL Trajan /^ Pliny. 

IT is poffible Domitian might be ignorant of 
the circumftances in which ^rchippus was, 
when he wrote the letter fo mfdch to that phyo- 
fgpher's honor. However, it is more agreeable 
my difpofuion to fuppofc that Prince defigned 

he 
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he fhould be reftored to his former fituation ; efpe- 
daily fince he fo often had the honor of a ftatue 
decreed to him by thoie, who could not be ' ig- 
-norant of the fentence which the Proconfiil Paul- 
Ins pronounced upon fainu But I do not niean fo 
inornate by this^ my dear PJiny> that if any new 
rchai^e flioutd be broi^t ^^nft him^ you Ihould 
be ids difpofed to hear hb accufers* I have exa«* 
mined the memorial of his profecutfix^ Furia 
Prima, as aUb that of Arduppus himielf which 
you fent widi your former letter. 

a In the text of aS die editienk it is ^igkonthattt^ Imt 
the reafoning Feema to require the negative particle ; tho* 
the canattenMton kave Ipafied over the pafikge without ob- 

je£Uon, 



$fe 



LET- 
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LETTER LXIX. Tc the Emperor Trajan. 

IT is with grtat judgment. Sir, you arc appre- 
henfiire % that the lake will be in danger of be- 
ing entirely drained, if a communication is open*d 
between that and the fea, by means of the river : 
but I think I have found a method to obviate that 
incoayenience^ A channel may be cut from the 
Jake to the river, and a narrow flip of land left be- 
tween them. By this means the water in the lake 
will not only be preferved and kept diftind from 
the river, but all the fame purpofes will be anlwer'd 
as if they were united : for it will be extremely 
crfy to convey over that little intervening ridge 
whatever burdens fliall be brought down by the 
canal. This is a fcheme which may be purfued, 
if it (hould be found necefiary ; but I hope there 
will be no occafion to put it in practice. For in the 
firft place, the lake itfelf is pretty deep ; and in the 
next, by damming up a river, which runs from it 
on the oppofite fide, and turning its courfe as we 
ihall find proper, the fame quantity of water may 
ftill be retained. Befides, there are feveral litde 
brooks near the place where it is propofed the 

channel 

• See Letters 50 and 51 of this Book, 
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channel ihall be cut, Avhich if fkilfully coUefted, 
will fupply the lake with water in proportion to 
what it ihall Ic^e. But V you fhould rather ap- 
prove of the channel's being extended farther, and 
. cut narrower, and fo conveyed diredtly into the iea, 
without running into the liver, the reflux of the 
tide will return whatever it receives from the lake. 

r 

After all, if the nature of the place ihould not ad* 
mit of any of thefe ichemes, the courfe of the wa- 
ter may be checked by fluices. Thefe, however, 
' and many other particulars, will be more Ikilfully 
examined into by the engineer, which, agreeably 
to your promife, I hope you will fend ; for indeed. 
Sir, it is an enterprize well worthy of your atten* 
tion and magnificence. In the mean while I have 
-wrote to the illuftrious Calpumius Macer, in pur- 
fuance of your orders, to fend me a proper engi- 
neer for this occafion^ 

LETTER LXX. Trajan /<; Pliny/ 

IT is evident, my dear Pliny, tjiat neither yoyr 
prudence nor your care have been wanting in 
^this affair, of the lake, fince in order to make it of 
more general benefit to us, you have provided lb 
many expedients ag^nft the hazard of its being 

drained. 
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drained. I leave it to your own choice Co purfue 
^hich ercr fcheiiie fhall be thought mcA proper, 
Calpurnius Maccr will fomSh you, no doubt, with 

«n engineer, as artifts of that kind are not wanting 
in his province, 

tET^ER LXXI. 7o the Emperor Tr a jan, 

A Very confiderabte qucftion, Sir^ in which 
the whole province is interdled, has been 
lately ilarted, concerning the ^ ftate and mainte* 
fiance of dderted children. I have examined the 
copftitutions of former Princes upon this head, but 
net finding any thing in them relating* either in 
general or particular, to the Kthynians, I diou^c 
k neceflary to apply to you for your diredions : 
fer in a point which ieems to require the ipecial in* 
terpofition of your authority, I could not content 
myfelf with following precedents. An edi6t of the 
Emperor Auguftus (as pretended) was read to me, 
concerning one Anma ; as alio a letter ^om Vef- 
pafian to the Lacedaemonians, and another from 
Tmis to the feme, with oAe tikewife from him to 
the Achaeans* At the feme time feme letters 

, fixMn 

• That is, whether they {hould be confidered in a ftate oT 
fitedotn or ilaveiy. 



V 



from Domitian were exhibited to me, direfled to 
the proconfuls Avidius Nigrinus, and Armeruus 
fttKchus, together witli one &em that Prince to 
the Lacedaemonians : but I have not tranfmitted 
them to you, as well bec^ufe they were not correft 
(and fome of them too of fulpicious authority) as 
becaufe I imagine, the true copies are prcferved in 
your archives. 

LETTE R LXXIL Trajan to Puny. 

TH E queftion conceming fijch children 
who were expofed by their parents, and 
afterwards taken up by others, and educated in a 
ftate of fervitude tho* born free, has been fre- 
quently difcufled ; but I do not find in the con* 
ftitutions of the Princes my predeccflbrs, any ge- 
neral regulation upon this h^ad, extending to ail 
the provinces. There are, indeed, fome refcripts 
of Domitian to Avidius Nigrinus and Armenian 
Brocchus, which ought to be obferved ; but Bi- 
thynia is not comprehended in the provinces there- 
in mentioned. I am of opinion therefore, that the 
claims of thofe who aflert their right of freedom 
upon this footing, fliould be allowM ; without 
obliging them to purchafc their liberty by paying 
' for their maintenance. 

LE r- 
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LETTER LXXIIL To the Emfenn^ Trajan, 

HAving been petitioned by fome perfons to 
grant them the liberty (agreeably to the; 
prafUce of former Proconfuls) of removing the re- 
lics of their deceafed relations j upon the fuggeftioa 
that either their monuments were decayed by age/ 
or ruined by the inundations of the river, or for 
other reafons of the fame kind ; I thought proper. 
Sir, knowing that in cafes of this nature it ia 
tifiial at Rome to apply to the coll^;e of Frieda, 
to confult with you who are the Ibvereign of that 
iacred order, what you would have me obferve in 
this affair. 

L ETT E R LXXir. Trajan to Punv. 

IT v/ill be a hardfhip upon the provincials to 
obKge them to addrefi themfelves to the co^ 
lege of Priefts, whenever they may have juft rea- 
fons for removing the aihes of their anceftors. In 
this cafe therefore it will be better you fliould fol- 
low the ^example of the governors your prede- 
ceflbrs, and grant or deny them this liberty as you 
{hall iee reaibnable. 






LEt' 
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LETTER, LXXy. To the Emperor Trajan, 

I Have enquired. Sir, at Prufa, for a proper 
place on which to ered the bath you were 
pleafed to allow that city to build ; and I have 
found one to my fatisfaftion. It is upon the ficc' 
where formerly, I am told, ftood a very beauti- 
ful fabric, but which is now entirely fallen into 
ruins. By fixing upon that fpot, we fliall gain the 
advantage of ornamenting the city in a part which 
at prefent is exceedingly deformed, and enlarging it 
at the lame time without removing any of the 
edifices ; only rebuilding one which is Men to de- 
cay. There are fome circumftances attending this 
ftrudure, oi which it is < proper I - ^ould inform 
you. Claudius Polysenus bequeathed it to the em- 
pefor Claudiuis Caefar, with direftiotis that a tem- 
ple fhould be erected to that Prince in the midft of 
a'piiazza,' and that the remainder of the houfe 
Ihould be let in apartments. . The city received 
the rents for a confiderable time ; but partly by 
its having been* plundered, and partly by its being 
hcglefted, "the piazza, together with the whole 
doqiei is entirdy gone out of repair, and there is 
now fcarce any thing remaining of it, but the 
ground upon which it ftood. If you (hall think 
proper^ Sir, dthcr to g^ve or fell diis foot of ground 

to 
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to the city, as it lies (o conveniently for their pur- 
pofe, they will receive it as the higheft mark of 
your favor. I intend, with you^ permiftion, to" 
place the ba& in the vacant area v and to extend 
a range of porticoes with feats, in that part wheft 
the former edifice flood. This new fabric I defig^ 
to dedicate to you, by wh(^ bounty it will riic 
with all the elegance and magnificence worthy of 
your glorious name. I have fent you a copy o£ 
the will, by which, tho* it is not very correft^ 
you will fee, that Polyaenus left feveral things for 
the ornament of this houfe ;. but thofe alfo are lofl; 
with all the reft : I will however make the ifaiA^ 
eft enquiry after them that I am able* 

LETTER LXXFL Trajjsw t4 FuiifV: 

IHave no objeftion to the Prufenfes making, ule 
of the area together with the vacant heufe^! 
which you fay is fallen uito ruins, for the litua* 
tion of their bath. But it is not fufficiehtlyr clear 
by your letter, whether the tcnilple in the centre of 
the piazza was afhially dedicated to Claudius,' or 
not 5 for if it were, it is ftill confctratcd ground •• 

' • And cosfeqQemfyibir^ tBe' RbtaM UW^Mtgf^k^ iti 
any other purpoie. 

1 
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LETTER LXXVIL Ta pU EmperorT^AjAn. 

I Have been prefled by Ibme, to take «pon my 
felf the cognizance of caufes relating to chaais 
of freedom by birthright, according to a* refcript 
of Dbmimn's t^ MJnucius Rvifus, and the ptadice 
of former Proconfuk. But upon c^ng my eye' 
on the decree of the fenate concerning cafes of this 
nature, I find, it only mentions ^ the Proconfolar 
provinces. I therefore. Sir, defer intermeddling 
in this affair, till I (hall receive your commands^ 
how you would have me aft. 

* The Reman {)roTinces in the times of the Enqterors, were 
<tf two forts ; thoie which were diflingtiifHedby the name of the 

Cafaris^ or Impp-ial orovinces, were fach as the Emperor, for 
vei^oBs of policy^ refcvved 'to- bn own irnmediateatdminiifali^ 
ti9n^ OLoT tbofewhom Ke^thpughc pproper to appoints The 
Pro^incite Senatiis] or ProcOnfular provinces, were fuch as he 
left tathe^goibieifinventjof P^cpdAiIs or Pnetors chofea inche" 
ordinary method., of ^Itdiionl^id.Suei, in Ji^g^ c. 44^ n. i.j^ 
Of the former kind*was fifth/ilia, at the tim6 \Vhen our author 
pNfided thfir. ^iV,. Majfttt. tvA Pdni p. i }i. 



LE t- 
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LETTER LXXyilL Trajan to Pliky. " 

IF you will fend me the deaee of the fenate, 
which occafioned your doubt» I fhall be able to 
judge, whether you ought to take upon yourfelf 
die cognizance of caufes relating to claims of free- > 
dom by birth-right. 

» 

LETTER LXXIX. To the Emperor Tkajav: 

JJHus Largusy of the provmce of. ^ Ponttca^ 
(whom I never faw, nor indeed even beard of 
till lately) in confidence. Sir, of your difHnguifh* 
ing judgment in my favor, has intruded me with 
die execution of the laft inftance of his loyalty to- 
wards you. He has left me by will, his eftate 
upon truft, in the firft place to receive out of it 
50,000 fefterces ^ for my own ufe, and to apply 
the remainder for the benefit of the cities of ' He-' 
raclea and Tiani, either for the ere£ting (bme pub-: 
lie edifice in honor of your memory, or inftitut- 
ing Athletic games, as I ihall foe proper. Thefe 

games 

* A province in Afia bordering upon the black fea, and by 
(bme^muent geogra^ien confidered as one province with Bi- 
thynia. 

^ About 400 1. fterh 

^ Cities of Ponttts near the Eunne or black fea. 



mimes ai« to . be celebrated every fiw, years j and 

* ^ • 

called :3>^*^»'s ganUjS. ^ Of this I thoi^ht k ne-r 

* * > ' 

x^ary to acquaint you ; and for, thisjreafon chieflyi 

J' 

that I may have your Sendments how I ought , t9 
determine. 

LErr E R LXXX. Trajan to Plib^y. 

BY the prudent choice Julius Largus has made 
of a truftee, one would imagine he Had 
kilbwn you well. You will confider then what 
will moft tend to the perpetuating of hi3 memory, 
according to the circumftances of the : relpe<5ti ve 
places 5 and purfue whatever you fliall think moft 
proper. 

•" • ■ * - 

LETTER tXXXl. To the Emptror Trajan. 

YO U acted agreeably. Sir, to your ufual pru- 
dence, when you comtnajaded the illuftrious 
Culpurnius Macer to fend a le^nary centurion to 
Byzantium ». You will confider whether the ca^j 
of Juliopolis does not deferve the lame reg*d, 
which tho' it is extremely fmall, fuflains very great 
burthens, and is fo much the more expofed to inju- 
ries," as it is lefs capable of refifting them. Whatever ' 
Vol. II. • T t benefits 

* Confbuatinople. 
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benefits you fhall confer upon that city, will ih'eS- 
fed: be advantag^us to the whok country : for k 
is fituated at the entrance of Bkhynia, and is die 
town thro* which all who travel into that prorincc 
generally pafs. 

L E TfE R LXXXIL Trajan to Punt. 

TH E circumftances of the city of Byzantium 
are fuch, by the great confluence of ftran- 
Igers to it, riiat I thought myfelf obliged to K5nor 
k with a l^ortary ; centurion's guard, which was 
always granted to them in former reigns. But if 
we (hould diftingittfh tie -city of JuliopoKs in ' thfc 
&me xsasiVitXy it will be introducing z, precedent 
for many Qthers>^ whofe claim to that favor wili 
rife.iapropctfti6n to their want of ftrength.- I have 
fo much confidence, however, in your admiaifh:^ 
tion, as to believe you will omk no method of pro- 
tedHng them from injuries. If any Ihall aft con- 
h^ry to the clilciprtne I have enjoined, let them be 
inftandy correfted 5 or fliould their crimes be toa 
toormous for immediate chaftifement, if they hap- 
f)ien to be ibldiers,. I would Have them fent to theif 
officers, with an account of the particular mifde- 
meanor you ihall find they Have been guilty of ;, 
butifthey are perfons who arc returning to Rome,, 
inform me by letter. 
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LETTER LXXXIIL To the E^.peror 

Trajan. 

BY a law of " Pompey's concerning the Bithy- 
nians it is enabled, Sir, that no perfon (hall 
excrcife any magiftracy, or be chofen into the fenate, 
under the age of thirty. By the fame- law it is de- 
clared, that thofe who have pafled thro' the offices 
of the commonwealth, fhall be fenators of courfe. 
Sub&qucnt to this law the Emperor Augustus pub* 
liihed w edidlb, by which it w^ ordained^ that 
perfoos of the age of twenty two fl^ld be capable 
of beit^ magiftrates. The queftion therefore is^ 
whether thofe who have exerdicd the fun£tion$ of 
a magiflrate before the age of thirty, may be le- 
jgaliy chofen into tho fenate by the ^ Cenfors ? And 
if fo, whether by the fame kind of conftruftion, 
they may be elefted fenators* at the age when they 

Tt 2 are 

* Pompey the great having fubdued Mithridates* and by 
that means greatly enlarged the Roman empire/ paiTed feveral 
laws relating to the newly-conqiier'd provinces, and, among 
others^ that which is here mentioned ; as Catansos obfervet 
from Appian. 

^ The right of eleding fenators did not originally belong 
to the Cenfors, who were only, as TuUy fomewhere call them. 
Guardians of the difcifline and manners of the city j bUt in pro- 
cefs of time they engrofled the whole privilege of confexring 
that honor. 
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are aJlowed to be magiftrates, tho' they have 

not aftually borne any office : a cuftom, it feems, 

which has hitherto been obferved ; and is faid to 

be neceffary, as it is rather better that perfons of 

noble birth fhould be admitted into the fenate, than 

. thofe 6f Plebeian rank. The Cenfors eleft having 

defired my fendments upon this point, I was of 

'opinion, that both by the law of Pompey and the 

edid of Auguftus, thofe who had exercifed the 

*magifl:rature before the age of thirty, might be 

chofeA into the fenate 5 and for this reafon, becaufe 

'the 'cdid allows the office of magiftrate to be un- 

xlert^en before thirty ; and the law declares, that 

whoever has hi^n a magiftrate, has a right to be a 

fenator. But with* relped: to thofe who never dif- 

chargcd any office in the ftate, tho' they were of 

the age required for that purpofc, I had fome. 

'doubt : and therefore, Sir, I apply to you for 

your directions. I have annexed to this letter 

the heads of the law, tc^ethcr with the edift of 

Auguftus, ^ ' 



L ET^ 
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LETTER LXXXIV,. Traj an te^ Pliny, 

I* Agree Vith you, niy dear PlinyV m your con- 
• ftru£Kon ; and am of opinion that the law of 
Pompey is fo far repealed by the edi6t of the - em- 
peror Auguftus, that thoft perfons who are not left- 
than twenty-two years of age may execute the of-' 
ficc of magiftrates, and when they have, may be 
received into the > fenate of their relpedive cities; 
thmk thofe who are under thirty years of 
age,' and: have not difcharged the funftion of a 
magiftrate, cannot, upon pretence that in point of 

■V* 

years they might have done fo, claim a place in 
the fehate of their fevcrd- communities. . 



C ' 



LETTER LXXXF. To the Emperor 

Trajan. 

WHILST I was dilpatching fome public 
affairs. Sir, at Pruia % with an ^intention 
of leaving that city the lame day, the magiftrate 
Afclepiades informed me, that Eumolpus had ap- 
pealed to^ me froni^ motion which Cocceianus 
Dion madb in the fenate. Dion, it feems, hav- 

T 3 ing 

« 
* At the foot of mount Olympiii. 



t > > ^ 
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ing been appointed fupcrvifor of a public edifice, 
defired that it might be affigned ^ to the city in 
form. Eumolpus, who was counfel for Flavius 
Archippus, mfifted that Dion ihould dtO, be rt^ 
quired to deliver in his accounts relating to this 
work, before it was afligqed to the corporation i 
fuggefting he had not performed his duty in the 
manner he ought. He took notice at the feme 
time, that this building, in which your ftatue is 
eredted, was made u^ pf #q for the t^iaJ * of 
the dead ; the bodies of Pion'^ wife and font being 
(as he aiferted) there depo()ted; and petitione4 
that I would hear this p^i^le in the public tribunal. 
Upon my complying wiih hia. requeft^ and defer* 
ring my journey for that purj)o|e, he de&ed % 
longer day in order to prepare the caufe, and that 
I would try it in feme o^cr. city. , I appointed 
the . cit)? of Nicea, where, when I took my feat, 

Eumolpus, 

* This, probably, was fome* aft whereby the city WW Id 
ratify and cotiiirax the proceedhigs of Dion midtr tlte copxnjf- 
fion aligned to him/ 

^ It was a notion which generally prevailed with the an- 
cient^ in^e J^wifliasweUas HratheDworld, tiustbcrew9S 
a pollution in the contact of dead bodtes» and this tbq^. ex- 
tended to the very hoafe in which dw corpfe lay, and even ta 
the uncovered vefiela th^t flood in the {ka^ room. [FitV. i^« 
Jittiq. V. 2. 188.1 From fome fuch opinion a^ this it is pro« 
bable, that the circumftanq^s htre mentioned of placing Tra- 
jan's ftatue where thefe bodies were dcpofited, wa9 C&^c^'d 99i 
a mark of difrefp^£t to his peffqni. 
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EutiH^us, pretending not be yetfiafficiendy in-, 
ftrudbcd, nioved that the tryal might be ag^n put . 
off: DioH) on the contrary infiftedit Ihould be, 
hear'd* They debated this, pdncvery My oq, 
both iideSy and entered a Uttle into the omits of - 
the caufe ; when being of opinion that it was 
reafonable it Ihouid be a4ioumed,, and thinking, 
it proper to ad vile with you in an afiair wluch was . 
of cooiequence in poioc of exaniple, I direfiied 
them to give in the articles of their rcfpe£&re alle* 
gations in writing ; for I was delirpus you fhould 
judge from their own words of what was offered 
on each part. This Dion promilbd CO^o; a$ Ba*" 
molpus aUb affuied jne he would tiraw up in wiit- 
iog what h€ had to alladgie oft the pM of the 
commututy . But he a4ded, that beu^ pidy^ cQiVr^ 
cemed as advocate on btMf of Alc|ippus» wbole 
inftrudiloAs he had laid befiire nM^ hivhad nothingr 
to cbacge with refped to the fepulchios. ArcMp*^ 
pus however, for whom Euindpiis; mtercounieli 
Here, as at. Fhiia» undertook.to prcfene an acciN' 
l^don upon this head m writing;. But deidier Ea^"^ 
«K>lpus ncH* Airchippus (tho^ 1 faavewaittd ftvenil 
days for that purpofe) have yet petforteed theiit 
engagement : Dion indeed has ; and I have an*^ 
nexed ivs memorial to tUs letter. I have taken a 
view . myfelf of the buildings, where I find your 

flame 
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ftatue is placed in a library ; and as to the' edifice 
which is fuppofed to contain the bodies of Dion's 
wife and fon, it fiartds in the middle of an area 
wftich is furrounded with a colonnade. I particu- 
larly therefore ihtreat you. Sir, to direft' my judg- 
ment in the' determination of this caufe, above all 
others, as it is a point to which the world is greatly ' 
atteAtive. 'And, indeed, it highly dcferves a very 
niaturd' deliberation, fince the faftis not only ac- 
Knowledged, biit countenanced by many examples. ' 

L E r r E R [lXXXFL Trajan /tf Pliny. 

AS you well know, my dear Pliny, it is 
• tfie^ fixed' m'ixim of my govfemmient not to 
create an awe of my perfon by fcvere and rigorous • 
measures, and* by conftruing every flight offence- 
into an aft (^'treafon^' there was no occafion for 
you to hefitate a njibment upon the point, con-* 
eeming whkh^ou thought pf*oper to confult^me. 
, Without "t entering therefore into that * queftion, 
(to which I would by no means give any attrition, 
tho* there: were eVdr'fo many inftances: of .the* 
feme kind) I recommend to your care the' exa* 
minationlof Dion's: accounts relatinjg to the public 
works which he has finifhed s as it is a cafe in 
•: r. I I .... which 



* * • 
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which the intereft of the city is concerned, and as 

DiQn neither ought, nor indeed' does refyfe, to 

, « - • « 

fubmit to the enquiry. 

LETTER LXXXFIL' ta the Emferof 

Trajan. . . 

1!^ H ]& Nieces having conjured me. Sir, l?y 
p (what:is, and ought to be,, moli iacrod: 10. 
me) your profperity and immortal ^ory, to prcfcnf 
to you their petition ; I did not think myfelf at li- 
berty to refufc them : I have therefore endofed it 
in this letter. 



LETTER LXXXVIIL Trajan to Pliny. 

friHE Niceans, I find, claim a right, by an 
JL edift of Auguftus, to the eftate of every 
citizen who dies inteftate. You will therefore fum- 
inon the feveral parties interefted in this quellion, 
and with the aififtance of Epimachus and Gemel-'. 
lious, my Procurators (having duly wdghed every 
aigument that (hall be alledged againft the claim) 
determine as fhall appear mod lealbnable. 



LEr- 
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Z E r r E R LXXXIX. To the Emperor 

Trajan. 

MA Y this and many fuceeedtng biith-daj(s 
be attended) Sk^ with the higheft felicity 
to you ; and may you, in the midft of an uninter- 
rupted courfe of heakh and profperity, be ffilt 
adding to the encreafe of that immc^ai glofy, 
which your virtues juftly merit ! 

• LETTER XC. Trajan fo Pliny, 

YOUR wifhes, my dear Pliny, for my en- 
joyment of many happy birth-days amidfl; 
the glory and profperity of the republic, Were ex* 
trcmdy agreeable to me. 

LETTER XCL To the. Enf€ror Tkajav. 

TH E city of * Sbope, is ill fupfilied, Sir^ 
with water, which however may be brought" 
thither from about fixteen miles diftence in great 
plenty and pcrfeftion. The ground' indeed, near 
the fource of this fpring, is for fomething niore 

■ 

than 

» In the province of Pontica, 
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t^ijin a mile, of » very foft wdmarlhy nature jbot 
I have dircfted an exatnination w be nude (wiucl^ 
viU be done at a imall cxpence) whether it is cap- 
able of bearing any fuperftrudwe. I have takco 
care to provide a fufikient fund for this purpofc^ 
if you (hall approve. Sir, of a work fo conducive 
to the health and pleafure of this colony, greatly 
jfiftreffed by a fcarcity of water. 

I Would have you proceed, . roy dcai Pliny, A 
carefully examining, whetlier the ground you 
fufpp^, is firm «nQUgh to fupport aq.aqu^duft. 
For I have no manner of doubt dwt it fa prq>cr 
the city of Sinope fliould be fupplied with water » 
provide<i their ananc«-wiil bear the expenc^ of 
a work fo ooftdadvc to their heoltK and pkafiite. 

. , ' y . . ' 

' - ' 

THE free and confederate city of % Amifus 
enjoys, by your indulgence, the privilege 
of its own laws, A memorial being prcfented to me 

there^ 

» A cobny of AdMiiians in the province of Pontica. 
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tl»^i:e,' concerning a charitable * foCiety, I have 
entfofed it in' this letter, that you may confider. 
Sir, iVhether, and how far, thefe nwctings are to 
be jiermittfcd, or prohibtcd. 



, LJ^TTER^JCCIF. Trajan iQ Puny. 

IF a charitable ibciety be agreeable to the laws 
of the Araifenians, wluch by the articles of 
sUifqcc it is Aipulated .they, (hall enjoy, I fhall not 
oppofe it s e^ecially if thefe contributions are em- 
pfoyed, not for'^the' purpofes of riot and fadHon, 
but'forthe fupport of the indigent. In other cities 
however, which are filbjeft to bur laws, I would 
fiave aU affembBes of this nature prohibited. 

• ' " ■ « •' 

1^ Theleanved Cau£eibon» ia his obfervation^ upon Theo* 
phraflus (a& cited by one of the commentatofsj informs^ us. 
that Jtbei« weire atAtbens and other cities of ;Gnece, certain 
fraternities, which paid into a common cheft a monthly contri- 
bution towards the fupport of fuch of their members who had 
fallen into misfortunes ; upon condition, that if they ever ar- 
x^fed to more profperous CMfcumilances, they fhould repay into 
the general fund the money fo advanced. 



t 
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LETTER XCV. To the Emperor Trajan. 

SUetxiraxis TranqiiiUus, Sir, is a perlbn of great 
merit and learning, a$ well as of nobFe birtft. 
I was fo rtiuch pleafed with his turn and mannprsi 
that. I long fince received him into my family i 
.and my afedtion for him ftill ipcreafed the more I 
difcovcred of -his charafter. Two rcafons concur 
to makic the priinlege which the law grants tQjhofe 
who have, three children, .extreipely peteffary to 
him i the bounty of his friends, and the ill fuccefs 

of 

< 

* By the law for encouragement of matrimony (feme aya- 
'COttnt of which has already been given in the notes ^ove) as 
a penalty upon thofe who lived batchelors, they were dedarod 
' incapable of inheriting any legacy by will, fo likewife if be- 
ing married, they had no children, they could not claim the 
fuU advantage of benefa^ions of that kind : f Thus Naevoliw 
in Juvenal very humoroufly urges his gallantries in his friend*s 
family, as a meritorious piece of fervice whkhhe had ionchint 

Nuikm ergo nuritum eft^ ingrate ae perfde, nullum^ 
SluQd tibi JUioluSf <veljilia na/citur ex met — 
Jura parentis babes ; propter me fcriberis beres ; 
Letatum omne capis^ ntcnm fcf duke caducum. 

Sat. Q. v. 82. &V. 

And ow'ft thou nothing then, ingrate ! to me, 
That from my loins you fons and daughters fee ? — 
A parent's privilege by me you gain. 
And the rich legacy in full obtain. 



Pliny 



*|* Liplli excurf. in Tac. an. 3. c* 24. 
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of his marriage. Thofe advantages therefore which 
nature has denied to him, he hopes to obtain from 
your goodnefs, by means of my interceflion, I 
tim thoroi^hly fenfible. Sir, of the value of the 
favor I am afking j but I know I am making this 
xoquefb to one, whofe gracious compliance with 
all my defires I have amply experienced* How 
paflionatdy I wifh to obtain this favor, you Will 
judge by my thus reqoefting it in my abftnc^, 
which I fhould not have done, had k been a point 
wherein I am only cdmmonly follkitous. 

LETTER XCVL Trajan to Pujjv. 

YO U cannot but know, my dear Pliny, how 
refer ved I am in granting fa v6rs of this kind, 
having frequently declared in the fenate, that I had 
not exceeded the number which I affured that illuf- 
trious order I would be contented with. I have 
yielded, however, \o your requeft *, and have di- 
refted an article to be infcrted in my regiftcr, that 
I have conferred upon TranquiUus, on my ufual 
conditions, the privilege which the law grants to 
thofe who have three children. 

L-ET- 

Pliny therefore alludes to this law, when he mentions the 
bounties of Tranquillufr'' a- deceased friends, as one reafon why 
it was expedient for him to obtain the jus trium lihgrcrumf vix. 
in order to entitle him to the full benefit of their fcveral be« 
quells. . /! 
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LErr ER » XCVIL "To the Emperor. 

Trajan. 

IT is a rule. Sir, which I inviolably obferve, to 
refer myfclf to you in all my doubts 5 for who 
is more capable of removing my fcruples, or in- 
forming my ignorance ? Having never been prefent 
at any trials concerning thoie who profefs Chriftianl- 
ty» I am unacqu^ted not only with the nature of 
theircrimes, or the meafure of their punifhment, Init 
iK)w far . it is proper to enter into an examination 
concenung them. Whether therefore any differcnde 
is uibaliy made withrefpe£l to the ages of the guilty , 
or no dillin£ttons is to beobferved between the young 
and the adult ; whether repentance inddes theiti to 
a pardon ; or if a man has be^ once a Chriftian, it 
avmls nothing to defift from Jiis error y whether 
the very profcflion of Chriftianity, unattended wth 
any criminal aft, or only the cringes themfelves in- 
herent 

. * This letter is efteemed as almoft tlie only genaine monu* 
aient of ecclefiaftical antiqtfity relating to the times immedi- 
ately fucceeding the Apoftles^it being wrote at moil not above 
for^ yevs after the death of &. Paul. It was preferved by 
the Chriftiaas themfelves as a dear and unfa^icioos evidence 
ai^ purity of their dodnnes } and is frequently appealed to 
by th^ early wiritfrs of the charch^ agaiiift die calamnies of thear 
adverfaries. 
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herent in the profeffion are punifhable ; in all thefe 
points I am greatly doubtful. In the mean whUe, 
the method 1 have obferved towards thofe who have 

been brought before* me as Chriftians, is this : I in- 

/ 

terrogated them whether they were Chriftians 5 "If 
. they confefled I repeated the queftion twice agab, 
adding thteats at the lame time ; when, if they 
:ftill perfevered, I ordered them to be immediately 
puniflied : for I was perfuaded, whatever the na- 
ture of their opinions might be, a contumacious 
: arid flexible obftinacy certainly dcferved corrcdi- 
on. A There were others alfo brought before n^ 
poflefTed with the fame infatuation, but being ^ citi- 
zens of Rome, I direftcd them to be carried dii- 
ther. . But this crime Ipreading (as is ufually :the 
cafe) while it was aftually under profecution, feveral 
inftarices of the feme. nature occurred. ^ An ' infor- 
mation was presented to me without any name fub* 
fcribed, containing a charge againft feveral perfbns, 
who upon examination d,enied they were Chriftians, . 
or had ever been fo. They repeated after me an 
invocation to the gods, and offered religious rites 

with 

^ It was one of the privileges of a Roman citizen, fecured 
by the Sempronian law» that he conld not be capitally convift- 
ed but by the fufifrage of the people, which feems to have been 
ftill fo far in force, as to make it necefiaiy to fend the perfon$ 
here mentioned to Rome. 



*■ t 
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with mne and frankincenfe before your ftatue ; 
(which for this purpofe I had ordered to be brought 
together with thofe of the gods) and even reviled 
the name of Quift : whereas there is no forcing, 
it is faid, thole who are rcallyChriftians, into a com- 
pliance with any of thefe articles : I thought proper 
therefore to difcharge them. Some among thofe 
who were acoifed by a witnefs in perfon^ at firft 
confeflfed themlelves Chriftians, but immediately af* 
ter denied it •, while die reft ownM indeed that they 
had been of that number formerly, but ha^ now 
i(fome above three, others more, and a few above 
twenty years ago) forfaken that error. They 
ail worfhipped your i(atue and the images of the 
gods, throwing out imprecations at the fkmt time 
againft die name of Chrift, They affirmed, the 
whole of thdr guilt, or their error, was, that they 
met on a certain dated day before it was Iig^t, 
and addreflTed themfelves in a form of prayer to 
Chrii!k, as to fome God, binding themfelves by afo- 
lenm oath, not for the purposes bf any wicked de- 
fign, but never to commit any fraud^eft, or adul* 
tery, never to falfify their word, nor deny a truft 
when they fhpuld be called upon to deliver it up 1 
after which» it was their cuftom to ieparate, and 
then reaflemble, to eat in common a harmlefi 
VeL. II. tJ u meai. 
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meal. From this cuftom, however they delUted 
after the puUication ofmycdift, by which,, accord- 
ing to your orders, I forbade the meeting of any af- 
lemblies. After receiving this account, I judged it 
fo much the more neceffary to en4eavpr to extort 
the real truth, by putting two female flaves to the 
torture, who were faid to adminifter ' in their reli- 
gious functions : but I could difcover nothing more » 
than an abfurd and exceljive fuperftition. I thought 
proper therefore to adjourn all farther proceedings. 
in this affair, in order to confult with you. For it 
appears to be a matter highly deferving your conQ* 
deration , more cfpecially as great numbers muft be 
involved in the danger of thefe profecutions, this en- 
quiry having already extended, and being ftilHikely 
to extend, to perfons of all ranks and ages, and even 
of both fexes. For this contagious fuperftition is 
not confined to the cities only, but has fpread its 
infedion among the country villages. Neverthe- 
left, it ftill fccnis poffible to remedy this evil and 

re- 

> Thefe women, it it fuppofed, exercifed the fame office 
as Phcebe mentioned by St. Paul, whom he ftiles Deaconefs of 
;he church of Qenchrea. Their bufinefs was to tend the podr 
and fick, and other charitable offices ; as alfo to affift at the 
ceremony of female b4>tifm, for the more decent performance 
of that rite : as Voffius ohferves u{>on this pailage. 
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reftram its progrds. The temples, at Icaft, which 
were cfftcfe almoft dcferted, begin - now to be fre- 
quented ; and the (acred folemnides, after a long 
int^rmiflion, are again revived ; while there is a 
general demand for the victims, which for ibme 
time paft have met ^th but few purchafers. From 
hence it is eaiy to imagincy what numbers m^ht be 
reclamed from this error, if a pardon were grant« 
ed to thofe who fliall repent. 

LETi:ER XCVIIlf Trajan to Pliny. 

TH E method you have purfued, my dear 
Pliny, in the proceedings againft thofe 
Chriftians which were brought before you, is ex-' 
tremely proper ; as it is not pofllble to lay down 
any fixed plan by which- to a(5): in all cafes of this 
nature. But I would not have you bffidoufly en- 
ter into any enquiries concerning them. If indeed 
tfiey (hould be brought before you, and the crime 
is proved, they muft be punifhed ; * with this re- 
ftridion however, that where the party denies him- 

Uu 2 fcif 

• ir we impaitially examine this profecudon of the Chrif- 
tians, we (hall find it to have been grounded on the antient con- 
itittttion of the date, and not to have proceeded from a cruel 
or arbitnuy temper in Trajan. The Roman legiiktnre appears 
to have bcxn early jealous of any innovation in point of puUic^ 

worfhip I 
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felf to be a Chriftian, and (hall make it evident 
that he i$ nott by invoking our Gods, let him (not- 
withftanding any former fufpicion) be pardoned 
upon his repentance. Inforamtions without the 

accu- 

worfliip ; and we find the magiiirates, during the old republic, 
jreqi»6ntl|r interpc^g in cafes of that nature. Valeriut Maxi* 
snus has coUeded fome in&uices to that pun)ofe, [L i, c. 3.] 
and Livy mentions it aa an eUabliihed principle of the earlier 
a|es of the commonwealth^ to ^uard ifsainft the introdudion 
of foreign ceremonies of religion, ^oties (fays that emrel- 
lent hiftorian, fpeaking in the perfon of one of the confqls who 
is addrefling himfelf to the pdaple) quotus hoc fatrum avarum" 
fM 4ttati ntgotium eft magiflratibus datum; vt fatra externa 
fieri 'vetarmt f Judicabant emm frudentiffimi virt — nihil ^tfUi 
dijfolvendm religUmi effe^ ptetm ubt nonfatria^ feftxterw ritu 
facrificarentur, (L. 39. c. 1 6.] It was an old and fixed maxim 
likewife of the Roman government, not to fuHer any unlicenf* 
cd afTemblies of the people : and of this Livy alfo is avoucher : 
Majttres nteftri (fays he) ne n^os quidem mfi quum^ &c. forte te* 
mre cfin neluerunt ; ii uiicimque wndtitudo effet^ »hi & iegtti* 
fHurn re^orem multitudinis eenfehant dthere effe. [L. 39. c. 25.] 
From hence then it feems evident, that the Chriitians had ren<* 
der^d themfelves obnoxious (not fo much to Tiajant as) to the 
4attient and fettled laws of the Hate, bv introducing a foreign 
worihip» and afiembling tl^mfelves wiuiout authority. 

We are not therefore to judge of the proc^ings in quefti- 
on^ by the rulei we ihoqld apply to cafes of the fame nature 
in our own times. The eftamiihcd religion of the Romans 
was no oifaer^ in the judgment and ccmfeffion of their beft 
writers, than an engine of ftate, which could not be ihaken 
without the utmoft danger, or rather perhaps, without the 
total fubverfion of their civil government. Accordingly we 
find them ftrongly inculcating a tenacious obfervanee of idl its 
rites \ Majtrum mftituta tueri (fays Cicero) facris e^trtmo- 
niifnti retinendij^ fafientis eft, [De Leg.] Nor is this prin^ 
cipe, if the obfervation of the celebrated Maduavd is juft 
p^cu&r to the Roman ftate, b^ of univerfid trvtk in politics ; 

for 
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accufer's name fubfcribed, ought not to be receiv- 
ed in profecutions of any fort \ as it is introducing 
a very dangerous precedent, an{l by no means 
agreeable to the equity of my g^ermrtent. 

* 

Ibr he lays it down as a general maxim^ that *' wherever the 
'^ Rd%ion of any fiate fails into diicegardaad contenq>ty it is^ 
«« im|>offible for that ftate to confift k>ng.'* IMacb.Difiwfi 
fapra tit. Li<uA This eafe therefore is to be coiifidered in a 
eivfly HOC a rdtgrns view i as a matter of fiate, not of fpe-. 
cohdon J wherein the lenity and moderation both of the Em* 
peror and his minifter deferve to be ai^auded, as they are 
Dtithcr of tbeo^/or oolhing the matter as far as ^ey moft cer- 
tidinly mighty had ueyaded ttridly up to the antient 2xA 
fomamemml tows of thdr ooontiy. 
The ciicumflance that attended the Chriilian aiTemblies being 
lield at an tmufoal hoor, (anteluctm^ as Pliny tells) feems to 
liave raifcd a fimnife that they were <rf'the BaochatnaBan kbd. 
For it is extremely obfervable, that in the account which the 
Chriftians here j^ve of tne ttixe defign of then* meetings they 
jnftify tfaemlelves from the very oimes with which the Bac- 
chanalians had been charged ; intimating^ it fhould feem, that 
they themfelves had been taaced with the fame : fefacramenui 
noH adjcdms aUfuod 9bftringiri ; fyi m furta^ m latrocinia^ 
ne ^dftJteria committirent, nejidtm/ailerent. Sec, which runs ez- 
aftly parallel with the aixttiation againft the Bacchanalians^ it 
ilands in Uvy ^ tfic umm gums nox^e, fiufra fromiftma^ &c. 
fed falfi tefiesy falfa figna teftimoniaque & inMcia ex iodcm 
f/khaixiiofit. [Liv. L 39. c. 8.] 



Z£T- 
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LETTER XCIX. To the Emperor Tk a jak. 

THE elqgant and beautiful city of ^ Ama- 
ftris. Sir, has among other capital build- 
jjpgSy a mo& noble and e3q)enfive piazza. On one 
entire fide of this ftrufture runs, what is called in- 
deed a river, but in h6t is no other than a viie 
common (hore, extremely ofFcnfive to the eye, and 
at the lame time very unwholfome by its noxious 
fmell. It will be advantageous therefore in point 
of health, as well as ornament, to have it covered ; 
which fhall be done, with your permifllon : as I 
will take care on my part, . that money be not 
wantmg for executing fo noble and neceflary a 
work. 

LETTER C. Trajan /tf Pliny. 

IT is highly reafonable, my dear Plby, if the 
water which runs thro* the city of Amaftris is 
prejudicial to the health of the inhabitants, that it 
fliould be covered. I am well affured, you will, with 
your ufual application, take care that the money 
neceflary for this work (hall not be wanting. 

* Sicinted upon the black fea, in the prorince of Pontus* 
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LETTER CI. To the EfnperorTRAjAv: 

WE have paid. Sir, with great joy and ala« 
cpty, the V0WS vAach wc offered up for 
you the laft year ; and have agsun publicly re- 
ne^^d them^ affifted by the army and provincials. 
We implored the Gods to preferve you and the 
republic fti (afety and profpeHty, with that pecu- 
liar mark of their bounty, which not only your 
other many and great virtues, but particularly 
your diftinguilhed piety and reverence of them, 
defcrves. 

LETTER CII. Trajan /» Pmmy. 

IT was very agreeable to me to learn by your 
letter, that the armjr and . the provindals le- 
conded you with greait joy and unatumity, in thofe 
vows which you p^ and renewed to the immortal 
Gods, for my welfare. 

L E TT^ R CIIL To the Emperor T ti a j as. 

WE have celebrared, with ail the zeal we 
ought, the day in which^ by a. very 
happy lucceffion, the protd^on of mankind was 

U u 4 traal^ 
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transferred to you ; recomtnendmg to the Gods» 
fix>m whom you received the empire, the objeffc 
of oUr public vows and congratulations. 

L ETTER CIK TrA|an tt Punt. 

I Was extremely well [deafed to be inforpsd hf 
your letter, that ypu had, at the head of the 
Ibldiers ai[Kl the provindals, folenmize^ ipy accei^ 
fion to the eippirci with,eU,,du(} joy an(ij2^<4« . 

LETTER Cy. To the Emperor Trajak, 

VAIerius PauUinus, Sir, having left me his 
right * of patronage aver all tus freedmen, 
except one, I intreat you to grant the freedom of 
Rome i6 three of them. To define ydu to exceiid 
this favor to more, would, I fear, be too vA- 
reaibn^Ie a tretpah upon .yo^-itidiilgenM- 1 which, 
as I have f^ amply experienced, I ought to be fo 

. . ^ . much 



*,By the BapianlaWj^ which pailedia the confuUhip of M. 
Paplus Mirtilusand QjPoppeis'Sccuftdus, tT."C. ydi/ifa 
freed man died worth a hundred thooiand iefterces, (er about 
8ool..of.o^ Money) leaving only one ^uUil I^^ pJKtrofty 
(that is, the mafter from whom he.received his liberty) Vf»a A- 
titled talialf his eftate ; if he left two diildren^ to one^hM ; 
bat if more than two, theil the patroti was abfcdtttehr exdud^ 
cd. This was afterwards altered by Juftinkn. Itffl. t. 3. tft, S. 
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much the more caudaus in troubling. Thcperibns 
for whom i make this requeft are, C. Vakiius 
.Sftiaius, C. Valerius Dionyfius, and C Valerius 
Apcr- 

- LETTER Ct^I. Trajak to Ptijjr, 

• » 

AS it 18 ife^ generous. of you to can&k die 
incetef); pf tbc^e whom Valerius Paulimii 
has confided to your truft, I cannot but encourage 
your good intendoos. . I have. therefore g^ven the 
freedom of the dty to thofe perfbns for whom you 
tequefted it, and have dii:e£bed the grant to be lisP 
g^er'd : I am ttifif to do the &aui for ^ ctft^ 
ntheneir^ you fli^ defire me. 
. - ■ 

LETTEk Cni. Ta the EmpererTnAjAv. 

PAc^s Axiuila, capcain of the fmh eqti^ 
^ triaa c<^ort, ret^efbed me, ^r, to trmfuut 
lus peddOfi to you^ in favor of Ms daugbeen t 
thpHg^ it would be unkind to refufe him tl» 
good office, knowing, as I do, with what padendfr 
and humanky you irceive ihc petitions <f the 
ibldiets. 
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LETTER CVtII. Trajan /« Puny. 

I Have read the petition of P. Accius Aquila, 
captain of the fixth equeftrian cohort^ which 
you fent to me ; and in compliance with his ce- 
queft) I have given his daughter the frefedom of 
tfwi dty of Rome^ 1 fend you at the fame dmc 
the jpatent, which you will deliver to hinl. 

LEttER CTX. To the Emperor Tr aj an. 

IBeg» Sir» your dire6tions with refpeft to the 
recovering thofe debts wluch are due to the 
cities of Bithynia and Pontus^ either for rent, or 
goods fold, or upon ^y other confideration« I 
find they have a pri^^ granted to them by fe- 
veral Proconfuls, of being prefer*d to other credi- 
tors \ and this cuftom has prevailed^ as if it ha4 
been eftabliihed by law. Your prudence, I ima- 
l^ne^^ will think it necefiary to ena6): (bme fet* 
tied rule, by which thdr rights may always be (e- 
cured. For the ordinances of others, however 
wifely founded, are but f(^ble and temporary ex- 
pedients, unleis confirmed by your authority. 

LET- 



I 

^ 
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L ETJ^ E R ex. Trajan to Pliny, 

TH E rule by which the cities cither of 
Pontus or Bithynia are to be governed, in 
the recovery of debts of whatever kind, due to 
thdr feveral communities, muft be determined 
agreeably to their refpeddve laws. Where any of 
them enjoy the privifege of being prefer'd to other 
creditors, it muft be obferved ; but, where no fuch 
privilege prevails^ it is not juft I fiiould eilablUh 
one, in prejudice of private property. 

^LETTER CXI. To the Emperor Tvlaja^h, 

TH E folicitor to the treafury of the city of 
Amifis laid a claim. Sir, before me ag^inft 
Julius Pilb of ^bout 40,000 * denarii, which were 
^ven him by the public above twenty years ago, 
with the confent of the general council and aflem* 
bly of the dty : and he founded his demand upon 
certain of your edi£b, by which donations of this 
kind are prolubited. Pifo, on the other hand, 
aflerted that he had confer'd large fufais of money 
upon the community, and indeed, had expended 

that 



^ About 1 1 661. fterliag: 
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that way, almoft his whole eftate. He infilled 
upon the length of time which had intervened fince 
this donation, and hoped that be Ihould not be 
compdlcd, to the ruin of the remainder "^ of Ms 
fortunes, to refund a fum, which had been granted 
him long fince, in return for tmnj good offices^ 
he had done to the city. For this reafbn, Sir, I 
thought it necef&ry to fulpend giving any judgment 
in this caufe, tiU 1 ihall receive your dire£Uoos« 

^ The tranflator lias ventured to give this fenfe to reH^tut 
Sgnita^* It l8» he confefles, a very tmcommon^ pexhiq)s the 
£ngle inflance of the word dt^nitaj being ufed in that meaa> 
ing; ftill, howeter^ the context, togedier with the ej^thet 
which is joined with it, will, he imagines, dearly juftify him. 
There is nothing in the nature of this cafe to make it reafon^. 
able to fttppofi^ that the digniqr of JuHus Fife (hoddbe ia- 
peachedi as little is it to be coUefted from |uiy thii^ contained 
in this letter, or Trajan^s anfwer. The adjefttve reHfMi ba^ 
mg added to^ diputa^, removes-eveiy fiiipicion of its fignifying 
Jkuor (as the ingenious French tranflator Monf*^ dc Sacy, and 
his humble copier the Italian Tedefchi have rendered it) for 
kanar fbaise admits of ftafkionsy and th^e can be no remain- 
der after a fubftrafiion of that kind^ The trath, it ihould turn, 
s, diat as the value of a man^s eibite was, among the Romans, 
a neceflaijr qaafifKatton to lender him capable oftlie dignities 
of the conunonweakh, and without wh&h he cotdd not atcain^ 
tathoni our author, by a figure of fpeech, puts Sgnitas for 
facukasi the conlequent (to fpeak in the ht^uage of tbie 
grammarians) for the antecodent. 
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LETTER CXIL Trajam /« Punt. 

TH O* by my edi£b I have ordained, that 
no largefles (hall be given out of the pub- 
lick money ; yet, that numberlefs private perfons 
may not be difturbed in the fecure pofleflion of thek 
fortunes, thofe donations which have been made long 
fince, ought not to be cfUed in que^n or revoked. 
We will not enquire therefore into any thing that 
has been tranfa&ed in this affair fo long s^ as 
twenty years ; for I would be no lefs attentive to 
(ecure the. repofe of every private man, than the 
treafure of every public community. 

LEttER CXIII. To tie Empercr T^xiAU. 

TH E Pompeian law. Sir, which is obferved 
in Pontus and Bithynia, does not dired: 
that any money fhall be ^ven by thofe who are 
elefted into the public council by the Cenfors. It 
has however been ufual for fuch members as have 
been admitted into thole aflemblies, in purfliance of 
the privilege which you wera pleafed to grant to 
fome particular cities, of recdving above their legal 
number, to pay ^ one or two * thou land denarii. 

Sub- 

^ About 29L < and 5SL fieri. 
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Sui^equent to this, the Proconful Anicius Maximus 
ordainGd (tho' indeed his edift extended to fome 
few cities only) that thofe who were eledted by the 
Cenibrs fhould alfb pay into the treafury a certain 
fbm ; which varied in different places. It remains 
therefore for your confideration, whether it wouk^ 
not be proper to (ettle a certain fixed (um for each 
member who is elefted into the council, to pay 
upon his entrance ; for it well becomes you, whofe 
every word and a^on dtferves immortality, to ^vc 
laws that fhall for ever be permanent. 

LETTER CXIV. Trajan to Pliny. 

I Can give no general directions applicable to all 
die cides of Bithynia, whether thofe who are 
made members of their refpe6live councils (hall pay 
an honorary fee upon their admittance, or not. It 
leems beft therefore, in this cafe, (what indeed 
upon all occafions is the fafeft w^y) to leave each 
city to its refpedlive laws. But I think, however, 
that the Cenfors ought to let the fum lower to thofe 
who are choien into the fenate contrary to their in- 
clinations, than to the reft. 



LET- 
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LETT ER CXy. To, the Emperor Trajan, 

TH £ Pompeian law. Sir, ^ows (lie Bithjf^ 
nians to gi^ve the freedom of tbek re(jpe£i|ve 
cities to whatever perfcms th^ tlunk proper, pro-, 
yided they are not fordgners, but bebng to foir^ 
of the cities of this province. The fame law ipeci* 
fies the particular caufes for which the Cenibrs may 
expel any member theienate ; amon^ which num- 
ber, that of being a foreigner is not mentioned. 
Certain of the Ccnfors therefore have defired my 
ientiments, whether they ought to expel a member 
if he ihould happen to be a foreigner. But I 
thought it neceiiary to receive your inftru&ions in 
diis cafe ; not only becaufe the law, tho' it forbids 
fordgners to be admitted dcizens, does not ^vtt£t^ 
a fenator to be expelled for the lame realbn ; but 
becaufe I am informed, that there is in every dty 
feveral members of thdr council, who are in theijb 
circumfbinces. If therefore this claufe of the law, 
wUch feems to be antiquated by a long cuftom to ' 
the contrary, .fhould be enforced, many cities, as 
wdl as private perfons, will be thrown into great- 
confulion. . I have fubjoined the heads of this law^^ 
to my letter. 

L ET^ 



689 "The LE TTE R S Book X^ 



LETTER CXVL Trajan to Puny. 

YO O m^ht very reafonably, my dear Pliny^* 
be do\]btRd what decifion to give to tfie 
enqmry of the Cenfor^ \ whether they tn^t eleft 
into the ienate, foragn ckizens, tho* of the &ine 
province ? The authority of the law m one fide, 
and long cuftom prevmfing againft it on the oAer, 
in^ht well throw you into a ftate of fu^)ence. The 
proper mean to obferve in this cafe, w31 be» to 
make no change in what is paft, but to fitfer diofe 
fenators who are already elefted> tho' contrary to 
lawt to keep thdr feats, to whatever city they may 
belong; in all future eledions, however, topuriiie 
^ directions of the Pompdan law : i^ to extend 
ks influence backwards, muft neceflarily introduce 
great coniiilion, 

LETTER CXVIL To the Emperor Trajan. 

IT is cuftomary here upon any peribn's taking the 
manly * robe, iblemniadng his marriage, entering 
vpm the office of a noa^flrate, or dedicadng any 
puUick work, to invite the whole fenate, togetho* 

with 

• Sec nece • p. 22^ 
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*wxth sL csonfiderable part of the commonalty, and 
diftribute to each of the company one * or two dc^ 
narii* I beg you would inform me* whether you 
think proper this ceremony fllould be dDferred, or 
how far you approve of it. For myfdfj tho* I am 
of oi^ioii that upon fome occ^rions* efpedall]^ 
thofe of pt^ic fdlivals^ thefe kind of invitations 
may be permitted ; yet when they are carried fo 
hx as to draw together a thoufand perfdns, and 
ibmetimes more, it is going, I fear* beyond a 
reaibnable number, and has fomething the appear^* 
ance of ambitious largefies* 

lErTER CXFtll. TuAjA!! to Puiiv. 

IT is with juftice yoU apprehend j that thefe piAi-* 
lie invitations, which extend to an unreafonable 
number of peoplcj and where the doleHfe diftribut- 
ed, not fingly to a few acquaintance^ but as it were 
to whole c6lle£fcive bodies* may be turned to the 
turbulent purpofes of ambition. But I have made 
choice of your prudence, in the perfuafion that 
you would take proper meafures for regulating the 
manners and fettling the peace qf this province. 

Vol. 11. X X LET- 



• About fevcn pence of our money. The fum diftributcd 
iipon thefe occafionsy fuppofing the aiTembly to confift of a 
tfioufand perfons, and two denarii given to each^ would a- 
mount to about 58 1, fterl. 
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LETTER CXIX. To the Emperor Trajan. 

TH £ Athletic vidois. Sir, in the * Ifelaftic 
games, think they ought to receive the prize 
you have ellabliihed for the conquerors at thofe 
combats, on the day they are crowned : for it b not 
at all material, they fay, what time they were tri- 
vmphantly conduced into their country ; but when 
they merited that honor by their conqueft. On 
the contrary, when I confider the meaning of the 
term Ifelafiic^ I am ftrongly inclined to believe, 
that the time of thdr public entry is to be alone 
confider'd. They likewife petition to be allowed 
the prize you ^v<5 at thofe. combats which you have 
made Ifelaftic, tho' they were conquerors before that 
cftablifliment took {Jace : for it is but reafbnable, 
they aflert, that they fhould receive their rewards 
in this cafe, as they are deprived of them at thofe 
games which have been divefted of the honor of 
being Ifelftftic, fince their viftories. But I am ex- 
trtmely doubtful, whether a retro^ft fhould be 
admitted in this cafe, and a reward g^ven to which 

they 

* 'rhefe games are called I/elapic, from the Greek word 
UffikdLvva, irmehor^ becaufe the vi6lors, drawn by white horfes 
and wearing crowns on their heads, were conduced with great 
^Smp into their refpeftive dties, which they entered thro' a 
breach in the walls made for that purpofe ; intimating, as PIu- 
jtarch obferves, th^t a city which produced inch able and vi- 
ctorious citizens, had little occafion for the defence of walls. 
\Catana^us,'\ '"they received alfo annually a certain honorable 
fiipcnd from the public. 
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they had no right at the time they gained the vifto- 
ry. I beg therefore you would be pleafed to di- 
rt& my judgment in thele points, by explaining 
riic intention of your own benefadlions. 

L'ETTER CXX. Trajan /^Plinv. 

TH E reward propofed to the conqueror in 
the Ifelaftic games, is not, I think, due till 
he makes his public entry into his city. Nor at 
thofe combats which I have thought proper to, 
make Ifelaftic, ought the prizes to be extended 
backwards to thofe who conquered there before 
that akdtation took place. As to the plea which 
thefe Athletic combatants urge, that they ought 
to receive the Ifelaftic prize at thofe combats which 
have been made Ifelaftic after their conquefts, as i 
they are denied it in the lame cafe where the games 
have ceafed to be fo -, it proves nothing in their fa- 
vor : fince, notwithftanding any change which has 
been made relating to thefe games, they are not 
called upon to return the recompence which they 
received prior to fuch alteration. 

LETTER CXXI. To the Emperor Trajan. 

I Have never, Sir, accommodated any perfon with 
an order * for poft chaifes, or made ufe of 
Aem upon any occafion but ia your affairs. I find* 

X X 2 * myfcif 

; Sec Let. xxiy. of tlm book and the note there. 
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myfclf however at prcfent under a fort of neceffity 
of breaking thro* this fixed rule. My wife having 
received an account of her " grandfather's death, 
and being defirous to wait upon her ^ aunt with 
all poflible expedition, I thought it would be un^- 
kind to deny her the ufc of this privilege ; as the 
grace of fo tender an office confifts in the early 
difchargc of It, and as I well knew a journey which 
was founded in filial piety, could not fail of your 
approbation- I feould think myfelf highly ungrate- 
ful therefore, were I to diflcmble, tjiat among 
Other great obligations which I owe to your indul- 
gpnce, 1 have this in particular, that in confidence 
of your favor I have ventured to do without con- 
fultbg yog, what would have been too late Iw4 
I waited for your confent. 

LETT BR CXXIL Trajan to Plikyv 

You did mejuftice, my dear Pliny, by con^ 
fiding in my affeftion towards you. With^ 
twt doubt, if yop had waited for my confent to for- 
ward your wife in her journey by means of thofe 
warrants which I have cntrufted to- your care, the 
ufe <rf" the^i would not have anfwcred your puc- 
pofe i firice it was proper this vifit to her aunt 
Ihould have the additional recommendadon, of b*» 
jng paid with all poflible ej^pottion. 
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— Tranquaius, i. 18. iii. i. V. 2,, i*. 34. 
-— Triarius, vi. 23. . 

^ V. 

TpValens, Iv. 24. 

— Valerianus, ii. 15. v, 4, I4. 

— Venator, ix. 20. 

— Verus, vi. 3 . 

— Voconius (Rbmanus,) i, 5. ii. i. iii. 13. iv. 29. 

vi, 15, 33. viii. 8. ix. 7, 28. 

— Urfus, iv. 9. V. 20. vi. 5, 13. viii. 9. 

FINIS. 



